
Xoloitzcuintli Comprehensive Owner Guide:
Everything You Need to Know

Are you considering bringing a Xoloitzcuintli into your home? Congratulations on
making an excellent choice! Xoloitzcuintlis, also known as Mexican hairless dogs,
are fascinating and unique companions. In this comprehensive owner guide, we
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will provide you with all the essential information you need to understand and
care for this incredible breed.

History of the Xoloitzcuintli

The Xoloitzcuintli breed has a rich history dating back thousands of years to
ancient civilizations in Mexico. They were revered as sacred dogs and believed to
have mystical healing powers. Their name is derived from Xolotl, the Aztec god of
lightning and death, and 'itzcuintli,' which means dog in Nahuatl, an indigenous
language.
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These dogs were considered valuable companions, protectors, and spiritual
guides. They were often depicted in ancient artwork and were believed to
accompany souls through the afterlife. Today, Xolos are still cherished for their
unique appearance and loyal nature.

Physical Characteristics

Xoloitzcuintlis come in three sizes: toy, miniature, and standard. They can have
either a hairless or coated variety. The hairless variety has smooth, soft skin,
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while the coated variety has a short, dense, and sleek coat. Both variations are
equally enchanting in their own way.

Their elegant and well-proportioned bodies are notably muscular. Xolos have a
distinctive head shape with almond-shaped eyes and large, expressive ears.
Their intelligent and alert expressions make them irresistible to anyone who
encounters them.
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Temperament and Personality Traits

Xoloitzcuintlis are known for their affectionate and loyal nature. They form strong
bonds with their owners and crave human companionship. While they may
appear reserved with strangers, they quickly warm up to people they trust.

These dogs are highly intelligent and trainable, making them excellent candidates
for various activities such as obedience, agility, and therapy work. They are also
alert and make exceptional watchdogs, ensuring their owners' safety and security.

Exercise and Training

Xoloitzcuintlis are moderate energy dogs that require regular exercise to keep
them physically and mentally stimulated. Daily walks, play sessions, and training
exercises are essential to prevent boredom and destructive behavior.

Training a Xolo requires patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement. They
respond well to reward-based training methods that involve treats, praise, and
play. Early socialization is crucial to ensure they grow into well-rounded
individuals who are comfortable with different environments, people, and animals.

Grooming and Health Care

Grooming needs for Xoloitzcuintlis differ based on their coat variety. Hairless
Xolos require regular skincare to protect their delicate skin from sunburn,
dryness, and irritation. Applying sunscreen and moisturizers, as well as providing
proper shelter, is necessary.

Coated Xolos have low shedding coats that need to be brushed periodically to
keep their coats healthy and prevent matting. Additionally, regular dental care, ear
cleaning, and nail trimming should be included in their grooming routine.



Feeding and Nutrition

An appropriate diet is essential for the overall health and well-being of your
Xoloitzcuintli. Consult with your veterinarian to determine the best diet plan based
on your dog's age, activity level, and specific nutritional needs.

Ensure that your Xolo receives a balanced diet that includes high-quality protein
sources, essential fatty acids, vitamins, and minerals. Avoid overfeeding and
monitor their weight to prevent obesity, which can lead to various health issues.

Owning a Xoloitzcuintli can be a rewarding and fulfilling experience. Their unique
appearance, loyal nature, and fascinating history make them a truly special
breed. By understanding their needs, providing proper care, and showering them
with love, you can enjoy a lifelong friendship with your Xolo. Take the plunge and
welcome this extraordinary companion into your family today!
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In this special rare-breed book, breeder and author Amy Fernandez provides
thorough, carefully researched information on this ancient breed. Regarded as
one of the most ancient of all dog breeds, the Xoloitzcuintli has been called "The
first Dog of the Americas" and has been celebrated in art for centuries. In
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Xoloitzcuintli, breeder and author Amy Fernandez provides chapters on the
breeds history, physical traits and breed standards, plus detailed sections on
choosing a breeder, making a safe home, feeding, exercise and grooming your
Xolo. This is a must-have guide for anyone fascinated by this breed.
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