
Where The Red Fern Grows: A Heartwarming
Classic Tale by Wilson Rawls Supersummary
Where The Red Fern Grows is a beloved novel written by Wilson Rawls that has
captivated readers for generations. Published in 1961, this coming-of-age story
continues to resonate with readers today due to its timeless themes of friendship,
loyalty, and determination. In this article, we will dive into the captivating world of
this novel, exploring its plot, characters, and the lasting impact it has had on
young readers around the world.

The Plot

Set in the Ozark Mountains during the Great Depression, Where The Red Fern
Grows tells the story of Billy Colman, a young boy who dreams of owning his own
pair of hunting dogs. Determined to save money and make his dream a reality,
Billy works hard and finally manages to purchase two Redbone Coonhound
puppies. He names them Old Dan and Little Ann.

The trio embarks on numerous hunting adventures, creating unbreakable bonds
and capturing the hearts of readers along the way. Billy's love for his dogs is
tested as they face the challenges of the wild, but their loyalty and bravery shine
through. As the story progresses, the bond between Billy and his dogs becomes
stronger, leading to a dramatic climax that will leave readers on the edge of their
seats.
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The Characters

Wilson Rawls masterfully crafts characters that are relatable and compelling. Billy
Colman is a determined young boy whose passion for hunting is matched only by
his love for his dogs. Old Dan is a brave and strong-hearted coonhound who
becomes Billy's faithful companion. Little Ann, Old Dan's sister, is a smart and
intuitive dog who complements Old Dan's strength with her agility and
intelligence. Together, these characters form an inseparable bond that drives the
narrative forward.

Rawls also introduces supporting characters who play significant roles in Billy's
journey. From Grandpa and his wisdom to Billy's family and neighbors who
support his dream, each character contributes to the rich tapestry of the story,
enhancing its emotional depth and authenticity.

The Impact

Where The Red Fern Grows has not only entertained readers for decades but
has also left a lasting impact on its audience. Young readers are drawn to the
themes of love, sacrifice, and the importance of cherished memories. The book
teaches valuable lessons about determination, resilience, and the power of
friendship, making it an unforgettable read for both children and adults.
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The emotional journey that Billy and his dogs undertake resonates with readers of
all ages, as they witness the unwavering bond between a boy and his pets.
Moreover, the book beautifully captures the beauty of nature and the
transformative power it possesses. Through its vivid descriptions, readers are
transported to the Ozark Mountains, experiencing the thrill of hunting and the
serenity of the wilderness alongside the characters.

Where The Red Fern Grows is a timeless literary masterpiece that continues to
touch the hearts of readers around the world. Wilson Rawls' exceptional
storytelling, vivid imagery, and relatable characters make this book a must-read
for anyone seeking an unforgettable reading experience. The themes of
friendship, loyalty, and determination resonate with readers of all ages, teaching
invaluable life lessons that will stay with them long after the final chapter.
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Analyzing literature can be hard — we make it easy! This in-depth study guide
offers summaries & analyses for all 20 chapters of Where the Red Fern Grows by
Wilson Rawls. Get more out of your reading experience and build confidence with
study guides proven to: raise students’ grades, save teachers time, and spark
dynamic book discussions. SuperSummary Study Guides are written by
experienced educators and literary scholars with advanced degrees in relevant
fields. Here's what's inside:

Chapter-by-chapter summaries— Refresh your memory of key events and
big ideas

Comprehensive literary analysis — Unlock underlying meaning

Examination of key figures in the text — Follow character arcs from tragedy
to triumph

Discussion of themes, symbols & motifs — Connect the dots among
recurring ideas

Important quotes with explanations — Appreciate the meaning behind the
words

Essay & discussion topics — Discover writing prompts and conversation
starters

Who uses SuperSummary Study Guides:

Students: Boost critical thinking skills — and grade averages — while
decreasing stress

Educators: Save hours of prep time and create engaging lessons and
assignments



Book club members: Gain confidence in discussing literary analysis and lead
more thoughtful book chats

All readers: Better understand (and enjoy) the books you read

Why customers love SuperSummary Study Guides:

96% of students report earning a higher grade thanks to our study guides

98% of educators tell us that SuperSummary study guides save them time

99% of book club members credit our guides with improving club discussions

94% of readers say they find everything they need in SuperSummary study
guides

What SuperSummary customers say:
“I was taking a very fast paced class. I had to read 5 novels within 5 weeks so the
chapter summaries really helped. I ended up getting an A-B on every paper I
wrote! I recommend SuperSummary to all my college friends.” — Annabell C.,
College Student

“I use SuperSummary to supplement my own lesson planning designs. I
particularly like the discussion questions/essay questions offered, as well as the
summary of events and then interpretation/meaning of a section.” — Adrienne B.,
Middle School Teacher

“I started a book club and wanted some reference material. SuperSummary
helped me lead a productive discussion, get ideas for questions and gain a
deeper understanding of the material.” — Laura D., Book Club Member

“I needed a quick clarification of my own understanding of a novel before
discussing it with my students. SuperSummary guides are easy to maneuver —



everything is labeled and well-organized. — Stella I., High School Teacher

“Subscribing to SuperSummary was the only way to save my grade.
SuperSummary helped me get a high grade on my test and complete my summer
assignment.” — Dudley L, High School Student
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