
When Bad Things Happen To Good People by
Harold Kushner - A Supersummary Review
Harold Kushner's groundbreaking book, "When Bad Things Happen To Good
People", challenges the age-old question of why unfortunate events occur in the
lives of those who lead virtuous lives. In this Supersummary review, we delve into
the powerful concepts discussed in the book and explore the author's perspective
on this sensitive topic.

A New Perspective on Suffering

Kushner, a respected rabbi, scholar, and author, tackles the issue of suffering
head-on. Drawing from his personal experiences as a parent grieving the loss of
his son, Kushner provides a refreshing and compassionate perspective.

Through an examination of various religious traditions and philosophical
perspectives, the author delves into the notion that bad things happening to good
people is not a result of punishment or divine retribution. Instead, he suggests
that suffering is a natural part of life and can be viewed as an opportunity for
personal growth and spiritual development.
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The Importance of Faith and Wisdom

Kushner emphasizes the significance of faith in navigating life's challenges. He
highlights the importance of maintaining trust in the face of adversity, even when
it seems impossible to comprehend or find meaning in the suffering.

The author also encourages readers to embrace wisdom, seeking solace in the
stories of individuals who have endured hardship and managed to find purpose
and strength in their journey. Drawing upon biblical narratives and real-life
examples, Kushner illustrates how the wisdom gained from suffering can
positively shape one's character and deepen their understanding of life.

Exploring Questions of God's Role

Kushner explores the question of God's role in human suffering, challenging the
traditional belief that God is all-powerful and all-knowing. He asserts that God
does not directly cause suffering but rather stands alongside individuals, offering
comfort and companionship during difficult times.

The author addresses the issue of unanswered prayers and the challenge of
reconciling the existence of an omnipotent God with the presence of evil in the
world. While acknowledging that such questions may not have definitive answers,
Kushner nevertheless encourages readers to maintain their faith and find solace
in the support and love of others.

A Source of Hope and Healing

"When Bad Things Happen To Good People" provides a source of hope and
healing for those struggling to make sense of their own suffering. Through his
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empathetic and thoughtful reflections, Kushner enables readers to reframe their
perspective and find meaning in the midst of adversity.

The book serves as a gentle reminder that no one is exempt from the trials and
tribulations of life, regardless of their moral character. It encourages individuals to
cultivate resilience, compassion, and understanding while embracing the
uncertainty of existence.

Harold Kushner's "When Bad Things Happen To Good People" offers a profound
exploration of the human experience of suffering. Through his own personal story
and the wisdom of various religious and philosophical traditions, the author
challenges readers to view pain and loss as opportunities for growth and spiritual
development.

With its compassionate tone and powerful insights, this book serves as a guiding
light for those seeking comfort and understanding in the face of adversity. It offers
a valuable perspective that invites readers to embrace faith, wisdom, and
resilience when confronted with life's inevitable challenges.
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Analyzing literature can be hard — we make it easy! This in-depth study guide
offers summaries & analyses for all 8 chapters of When Bad Things Happen to
Good People by Harold S. Kushner. Get more out of your reading experience and
build confidence with study guides proven to: raise students’ grades, save
teachers time, and spark dynamic book discussions. SuperSummary Study
Guides are written by experienced educators and literary scholars with advanced
degrees in relevant fields. Here's what's inside:

Chapter-by-chapter summaries— Refresh your memory of key events and
big ideas

Comprehensive literary analysis — Unlock underlying meaning

Examination of key figures in the text — Follow character arcs from tragedy
to triumph

Discussion of themes, symbols & motifs — Connect the dots among
recurring ideas

Important quotes with explanations — Appreciate the meaning behind the
words

Essay & discussion topics — Discover writing prompts and conversation
starters

Who uses SuperSummary Study Guides:

Students: Boost critical thinking skills — and grade averages — while
decreasing stress

Educators: Save hours of prep time and create engaging lessons and
assignments



Book club members: Gain confidence in discussing literary analysis and lead
more thoughtful book chats

All readers: Better understand (and enjoy) the books you read

Why customers love SuperSummary Study Guides:

96% of students report earning a higher grade thanks to our study guides

98% of educators tell us that SuperSummary study guides save them time

99% of book club members credit our guides with improving club discussions

94% of readers say they find everything they need in SuperSummary study
guides

What SuperSummary customers say:
“I was taking a very fast paced class. I had to read 5 novels within 5 weeks so the
chapter summaries really helped. I ended up getting an A-B on every paper I
wrote! I recommend SuperSummary to all my college friends.” — Annabell C.,
College Student

“I use SuperSummary to supplement my own lesson planning designs. I
particularly like the discussion questions/essay questions offered, as well as the
summary of events and then interpretation/meaning of a section.” — Adrienne B.,
Middle School Teacher

“I started a book club and wanted some reference material. SuperSummary
helped me lead a productive discussion, get ideas for questions and gain a
deeper understanding of the material.” — Laura D., Book Club Member

“I needed a quick clarification of my own understanding of a novel before
discussing it with my students. SuperSummary guides are easy to maneuver —



everything is labeled and well-organized. — Stella I., High School Teacher

“Subscribing to SuperSummary was the only way to save my grade.
SuperSummary helped me get a high grade on my test and complete my summer
assignment.” — Dudley L, High School Student
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