
Using Art To Deepen Learning Across School
Disciplines
Art has long been recognized as a means of self-expression, creativity, and
cultural appreciation. However, its benefits extend beyond these traditional
boundaries, and it can serve as a powerful tool to enhance learning across
different school disciplines. By integrating art into various subjects, educators can
foster a deep understanding of complex concepts, develop critical thinking skills,
and encourage interdisciplinary connections.

The Power of Art in Education

Art engages students in a multi-sensory experience that taps into their intellectual
and emotional capacities. It encourages curiosity, imagination, and divergent
thinking—essential skills for success in the 21st century. Moreover, art provides a
platform for self-reflection, empathy, and understanding, allowing students to
connect with themselves and others on a deeper level.

When paired with academic subjects, art can transform learning from passive
absorption of information to active exploration and interpretation. Students can
apply their artistic skills and techniques to analyze and visualize complex ideas,
making them more tangible and accessible. This process stimulates both
hemispheres of the brain, leading to a more holistic understanding of the subject
matter.
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Integrating Art into STEM Subjects

Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subjects traditionally
focus on logical reasoning, analytical thinking, and problem-solving. While these
skills are crucial, incorporating art into STEM education can provide a creative
dimension that enhances the learning experience.

For instance, incorporating visual representations, such as drawings or paintings,
can help students grasp complex scientific concepts or mathematical formulas.
Turning abstract theories into tangible images makes them easier to comprehend
and remember. Additionally, art projects can encourage students to think outside
the box, leading to innovative solutions and new perspectives on problems.

Interactive installations or sculptures related to engineering can help students
understand structural principles and how forces interact. By building and creating,
students can see firsthand the practical applications of their theoretical
knowledge.

Art in Social Sciences and Humanities
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Artistic expression plays a significant role in social sciences and humanities,
where understanding emotions, cultures, and historical events is paramount. By
incorporating art into these subjects, educators create a space for students to
explore complex ideas and develop a deeper understanding of societal structures
and human experiences.

In history classes, students can analyze paintings, sculptures, or documentary
films to gain insights into different time periods. Artifacts and artistic
representations can provide a tangible connection to historical events, helping
students empathize with the people who lived through them.

Literature classes can benefit from art by visually representing scenes from
books, creating book covers, or designing sets for theater adaptations, fostering a
deeper appreciation and connection with the stories being read.

Art as a Language Learning Tool

Language acquisition can be greatly enhanced through art. By using visual aids,
gestures, and creative activities, students engage their visual and kinesthetic
memory, allowing for a deeper understanding and retention of language skills.

Painting or crafting activities can be integrated into language lessons, providing
students with an opportunity to practice vocabulary, grammar, and sentence
structure while expressing themselves artistically. By combining these two
disciplines, students develop a more profound connection with the language,
making it more enjoyable and memorable.

Cross-Disciplinary Collaborations

One of the most powerful aspects of incorporating art across subjects is the
opportunity for cross-disciplinary collaborations. By bringing together educators



from different disciplines, students can experience the interconnectedness of
knowledge.

For example, a science teacher and an art teacher can collaborate to create a
project where students design and build a working model of a solar system. This
project would not only emphasize scientific principles but also require creative
problem-solving, artistic visualization, and teamwork.

Similarly, a history teacher and a language teacher can collaborate on a theater
production set in a particular time period, allowing students to immerse
themselves in the historical context while further developing their language skills.

Art has an incredible potential to deepen learning across school disciplines. By
integrating art into various subjects, educators can tap into students' creativity,
foster critical thinking skills, and encourage interdisciplinary connections. Whether
it's incorporating art in STEM subjects, social sciences, humanities, language
lessons, or promoting cross-disciplinary collaborations, art enhances the learning
experience by making complex concepts more accessible, tangible, and
relatable. As we integrate art into education, we open doors for students to
explore their full potential and develop a lifelong love for learning.
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"What’s going on in this picture?"

With this one question and a carefully chosen work of art, teachers can start their
students down a path toward deeper learning and other skills now encouraged by
the Common Core State Standards. The Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS)
teaching method has been successfully implemented in schools, districts, and
cultural institutions nationwide, including bilingual schools in California, West
Orange Public Schools in New Jersey, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art.

It provides for open-ended yet highly structured discussions of visual art, and
significantly increases students’ critical thinking, language, and literacy skills
along the way.

Philip Yenawine, former education director of New York’s Museum of Modern Art
and cocreator of the VTS curriculum, writes engagingly about his years of
experience with elementary school students in the classroom. He reveals how
VTS was developed and demonstrates how teachers are using art—as well as
poems, primary documents, and other visual artifacts—to increase a variety of
skills, including writing, listening, and speaking, across a range of subjects.
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The book shows how VTS can be easily and effectively integrated into
elementary classroom lessons in just ten hours of a school year to create learner-
centered environments where students at all levels are involved in rich, absorbing
discussions.
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