
Unveiling the Remarkable Influence of
Grundtvig on Danish National Identity

When it comes to understanding Denmark's unique cultural identity, one cannot
disregard the profound impact of N.F.S. Grundtvig. As a renowned Danish
philosopher, theologian, and educator, Grundtvig played an instrumental role in
shaping the national consciousness, unraveling a vision that encompasses
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education, religion, history, and language. This article delves into the life of
Grundtvig, examines his key concepts, and explores how his ideology contributed
to the development of Danish national identity.

Grundtvig's Background and Early Influences

Niels Frederik Severin Grundtvig, commonly known as N.F.S. Grundtvig, was
born in September 1783 in Udby, Denmark. Growing up in a religious family, he
developed a deep appreciation for Christianity and the Lutheran faith. However,
his scholarly pursuits took him beyond theology into history, literature, linguistics,
and education.
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Grundtvig's profound admiration for the ancient Nordic culture, known as the
Viking Era, laid the foundation for his belief in the importance of national heritage.
He advocated for the preservation of Danish history, language, and traditions as a
means to instill pride and unity among the Danish population.

The Folk High School Movement
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One of Grundtvig's most significant contributions was the establishment of the
Danish Folk High School movement. These schools aimed to provide education
to the common people, empowering them with knowledge and a sense of cultural
belonging. Grundtvig believed that educating the masses would play a pivotal role
in fostering a strong national identity.

The curriculum in these schools was unique, emphasizing the study of literature,
history, music, and traditional Danish folk culture. Through this approach,
Grundtvig sought to nurture an appreciation for Danish heritage and cultivate a
shared identity among the population.

Growing Danish Nationalism

Grundtvig's work coincided with a period of growing nationalism in Denmark.
During this time, the country experienced a revival in interest in Danish history
and the preservation of national traditions. Grundtvig's ideas aligned perfectly
with this sentiment and gained widespread support.

His emphasis on the Danish language as a tool for unity and his promotion of
Danish history and folk traditions resonated deeply with the Danish people.
Grundtvig's vision became a guiding force in fueling a sense of national pride and
identity that still exists today.

The Idea of "Fædrelandssang"

"Fædrelandssang," meaning "fatherland song," stands as a cornerstone in
Grundtvig's work. He believed that national identity should be expressed through
communal singing, enabling collective memories and sentiments to unite the
Danish population.



Grundtvig composed numerous patriotic songs that celebrated Denmark's history,
landscape, and people. These songs were not only performed in schools and
churches but also during public events and celebrations, solidifying their place in
shaping Danish identity.

Grundtvig's Legacy and Impact

Grundtvig's influence on Danish national identity continues to pervade all aspects
of Danish society. His ideology seeded the notion that Denmark's strength and
pride lie within its history, language, and traditions. Danish schools still teach his
songs and values, ensuring that future generations remain connected to their
cultural heritage.

Equally important is Grundtvig's role in shaping the Danish welfare state. His
ideas on education as a means of social cohesion and his emphasis on
democratic values greatly influenced Danish policies, with education, public
welfare, and social equality becoming cornerstones of the country's governance.

The Everlasting Spirit of Grundtvig

, N.F.S. Grundtvig's contributions to Danish national identity cannot be
overstated. His visionary ideas on education, language, history, and folk culture
shaped Denmark's perception of itself and fostered a united and cohesive society.
Grundtvig's legacy lives on, reminding the Danish people of the importance of
their rich cultural heritage and serving as an inspiration to embrace unity and
progress.
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Denmark became a nation amidst the turbulence of the nineteenth century, an
era plagued by war, bankruptcy, and territorial loss. Building the Nation is an
insightful study of this formation, emphasizing the crucial role of N.F.S. Grundtvig,
the father of modern Denmark. Persevering through years of humiliation, internal
conflict, and occupation, Denmark now boasts one of the world's most stable and
democratic political systems, as well as one of its richest economies. From
disaster to success, Building the Nation emphasizes the role of national icons and
social movements in the formation of Denmark. The poet, political philosopher,
clergyman, and founding father N.F.S. Grundtvig is compared to Rousseau and
Durkheim in France, to Herder and Fichte in Germany, and to other great thinkers
in the United States and Ireland. During his lifetime, the kingdom of Denmark
transformed from monarchy to democracy and moved from agrarianism to a
modern economy - evolutions to which Grundtvig himself contributed. He has
become a fundamental and inescapable reference-point for discussions about
nation, democracy, freedom, religion, and education in Denmark and abroad.
Situating Grundtvig in both the history of Denmark and the intellectual history of
nineteenth-century Europe, Building the Nation argues for the centrality of his
influence in the making of modern Denmark, as well as the continuing influence
of his work.
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