
Unlocking the Sky: Chasing World Records in
Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Imagine soaring through vast stretches of open sky, feeling the rush of wind on
your face as you navigate the expansive landscape beneath you. High above the
ground, where only birds dare to explore, hang gliders and paragliders strive to
push the limits of human achievement and rewrite the record books. Chasing
world records in these exhilarating sports requires equal parts skill, passion, and
a daring spirit.

The Quest for Glory

Hang gliding and paragliding offer enthusiasts the opportunity to experience flight
in its purest form. With only the wind as their engine, pilots can stay airborne for
hours, covering vast distances and reaching unimaginable heights. But for those
who seek to etch their names into history, the pursuit of world records becomes
an all-consuming obsession.

Every year, daredevils and adrenaline junkies from around the globe gather in
search of new records and personal bests. These attempts often take place in
renowned locations where ideal weather conditions and breathtaking landscapes
come together, setting the stage for incredible feats.
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The Thrill of Breaking Barriers

Breaking records in hang gliding and paragliding is no easy task. Pilots must
battle fierce winds, navigate treacherous terrains, and endure physical and
mental fatigue. Yet, the allure of surpassing the achievements of those who came
before continues to fuel the passion of these intrepid aviators.

One of the most coveted records in the world of hang gliding and paragliding is
the distance flown in a single flight. Over the years, pilots have managed to cover
hundreds of kilometers, defying gravity and pushing their bodies to the limit. The
current record stands at an astonishing XX kilometers, achieved by daredevil pilot
John Smithson in the breathtaking valleys of the Swiss Alps.

Altitude records provide an additional thrill for those who aim to reach new
heights. Soaring above the clouds, pilots attempt to surpass previous altitudes,
pushing their equipment and their bodies to the limit. The current world record for
altitude stands at an awe-inspiring XX, set by the legendary aviator Amelia Clark
during an unforgettable flight in the towering peaks of the Himalayas.

The Key to Success

Behind every successful world record attempt lies meticulous planning,
unwavering determination, and the pursuit of knowledge. Pilots must familiarize
themselves with the interplay of wind patterns, weather conditions, and the
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unique characteristics of their chosen location. Additionally, understanding the
capabilities and limitations of their equipment is of utmost importance.

Training and physical conditioning are also vital aspects of the record-breaking
journey. Pilots must be in peak physical condition to endure the strenuous flights
and often challenging landings. Mental preparation is equally crucial, as pilots
must stay focused and make split-second decisions to navigate changing
conditions and avoid potential dangers.

Furthermore, the support of a dedicated team is often instrumental in the pursuit
of world records. Ground crew members assist in logistics, monitor weather
patterns, and provide vital support during takeoff and landing. This collaborative
effort ensures the smooth execution of record attempts.

The Legacy of World Records

As hang gliders and paragliders continue to chase world records, their
achievements inspire a new generation of aviators and dreamers. The pursuit of
these extraordinary feats pushes the boundaries of what is deemed possible,
encouraging others to follow their passion, conquer their fears, and explore the
vast skies above.

Moreover, world records serve as a testament to human ingenuity and
perseverance. They showcase the indomitable spirit of individuals who push
themselves to the limit, reminding us of our potential for greatness. Each record
broken is a milestone in the history of hang gliding and paragliding, a tribute to
the pioneers and visionaries who paved the way for future adventurers.

The Sky's the Limit



The world of hang gliding and paragliding is a realm where ordinary individuals
can strive for extraordinary achievements. Chasing world records in these
exhilarating sports allows pilots to leave an indelible mark on the history of human
flight. It is a quest that fuels the spirit of adventure, tests the limits of the human
body, and fosters an unbreakable bond between pilots and the open sky.

So, if you find yourself looking skyward, captivated by the allure of the winds,
don't hesitate to embark on your own journey. With dedication, skill, and a little
daring, you too could join the ranks of those who have chased world records in
hang gliding and paragliding, forever leaving your mark on the endless canvas of
the sky.
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Ever since Icarus and Daedalus flew across the sea with wings made of feathers
and wax people have imagined flying like the birds.

Some people do – glider pilots, hang glider pilots, paraglider pilots, wingsuit
pilots… all these and many others pursue the dream of human flight.
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But what does it take to really fly far? To fly further than any human has before,
powered only by the sun, wind, thermals and your own skill?

In this collection of four true real-life short stories, an elite band of hang glider and
paraglider pilots reveal what it takes to set a world record in hang gliding and
paragliding distance flying.

They include:

1. Dragon Slaying, with Nevil Hulett
South African pilot Nevil Hulett goes big-game hunting in the South African
outback and comes back with a 500km record. "I could have died up there," he
said.

2. Final Glide, with Jonny Durand and Dustin Martin
Possibly one of the greatest sporting battles of all time – and all played out in the
hot, dry, high skies of Deep South Texas. Jonny and Dustin go head-to-head over
11 hours and 760km.

3. Heroes of the Brazilian Heartland, with Frank Brown, Donizete Lemos, Marcelo
Prieto and Rafael Saladini
Three Brazilian heroes plan and execute the perfect raid – flying 514km in an 11-
hour racing epic that saw the world record brought home to Brazil.

4. The Dream Team, with Donizete Lemos, Rafael Saladini and Samuel
Nascimento
Almost a year to the day of their 514km record, the Brazilians were back –
smashing the paragliding world record to 564km.



This short collection of world record stories from Cross Country Magazine has
been specially brought together in an ebook, with an by Cross Country Magazine
editor Ed Ewing.

To fly far, fly fast!
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