
Unlocking the Secrets: Modern Search For
The Old Northwest is Changing the Game
Exploration and discovery have always been an integral part of human nature.
From the time we were hunter-gatherers to the present day, we have been driven
to explore new lands and uncover mysteries from our past. One such region that
has fascinated historians, archaeologists, and adventurers alike is the Old
Northwest of the United States.

The Old Northwest, also known as the Northwest Territory, refers to the land that
is now comprised of several Midwestern states including Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, and Wisconsin. This vast area holds a rich history, from the Native
American civilizations that inhabited the land for thousands of years before
Europeans arrived, to the pivotal role it played in the westward expansion of the
United States.

Despite centuries of research and exploration, there are still countless mysteries
and hidden treasures waiting to be unearthed in the Old Northwest. Luckily,
modern technology and innovative search techniques are revolutionizing the way
we approach historical discoveries.
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High-Tech Tools Transforming the Search

Gone are the days of relying solely on shovels and brushes to uncover
antiquities. Today, archaeologists and treasure hunters have a wide array of high-
tech tools at their disposal. Ground-penetrating radar (GPR) is one such tool that
has proven to be a game-changer in the search for historical artifacts.

Using radar waves, GPR can create detailed images of what lies beneath the
surface, even through layers of soil and rock. This allows researchers to identify
potential archaeological sites without causing any damage to the surrounding
area. It's like having X-ray vision for the Earth!

Another cutting-edge technique is LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging). This
technology uses lasers to measure distances and create highly accurate maps of
the terrain. LiDAR has been used to uncover lost cities, ancient roads, and even
entire civilizations that were previously hidden under dense vegetation.

Unlocking Hidden Treasures

The use of modern technology has already led to some remarkable discoveries in
the Old Northwest. In recent years, archaeologists using GPR have uncovered
ancient burial mounds, long-forgotten trading posts, and evidence of early
settlements that were thought to have been lost forever.
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One of the most significant finds was made in Ohio, where GPR revealed the
existence of what could be the largest prehistoric structure ever built in North
America. This massive earthwork, known as the Newark Earthworks, consists of
a series of geometric enclosures and was constructed over 2,000 years ago by
the Hopewell culture.

LiDAR has also played a crucial role in unraveling the mysteries of the Old
Northwest. In Wisconsin, researchers used this technology to locate a hidden
network of ancient trails that connected Native American villages along the
shores of Lake Superior. These trails not only provided valuable insights into the
daily lives of the region's indigenous populations but also shed light on their
trading networks and social structures.

Preserving the Past for the Future

While the use of high-tech tools and advanced search techniques has
undoubtedly revolutionized the search for the Old Northwest's hidden treasures, it
also brings up a pressing concern – how to strike a balance between discovery
and preservation.

As more and more archaeological sites are uncovered, it is crucial to ensure that
these sites are properly protected and preserved for future generations. This
requires a delicate approach that takes into account the importance of preserving
history while still allowing for scientific exploration and public education.

Organizations such as the Archaeological Conservancy and state historic
preservation offices play a vital role in safeguarding these sites. They work to
acquire and protect important archaeological properties, educate the public about
the region's history, and promote responsible archaeological practices.

The Future of Exploration



The field of historical research and exploration is constantly evolving, and the
search for the Old Northwest's hidden secrets is no exception. As technology
continues to advance, we can expect even more exciting discoveries in the years
to come.

Advancements in satellite imagery, drones, and artificial intelligence are already
changing the game. Satellite imagery allows researchers to view vast areas from
above, identifying potential sites and patterns that are invisible from the ground.
Drones provide a birds-eye view of the landscape, helping researchers to map
out large areas quickly and efficiently. And AI-powered algorithms are
revolutionizing data analysis, enabling researchers to process massive amounts
of information in a fraction of the time it would take using traditional methods.

The search for the Old Northwest's hidden treasures is far from over. As
technology continues to improve, we are inching closer to uncovering the full
extent of this historically significant region. So, strap on your boots and join the
modern search for the Old Northwest – the adventure awaits!
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Looking for history on our streets and street corners, in our parks and even in our
backyards, Bob Hunter sets out on a journey across the Midwest in search of
memorable moments from the days of the Old Northwest. Forts, trails, trading
posts, Native American villages, battlefields, gravesites and landmarks, both
remembered and forgotten, are all on his radar, as are places where acts of
heroism, murder, butchery and even massacre took place. He tackles the job with
humor, curiosity and skepticism, tries to separate legend from fact, and
introduces readers to the people he encounters along the way.
Readers will discover:
How the famous Fallen Timbers battlefield was discovered a quarter of a mile
away from the spot that had been celebrated as its location for two centuries.
How and where famous Ottawa chief Pontiac was murdered and how his burial
place has long been a topic of dispute.
How the most important early town and eventual capital in the Illinois country was
swallowed up when the Mississippi River changed its course.
How the Iroquois got their name on a point in northern Michigan, hundreds of
miles away from their traditional hunting ground.
How a poor translation of French written by a Jesuit missionary created the
erroneous impression that Jean Nicolet was searching a route to China when he
landed in Green Bay and also led to a well-known painting.
How the well-known Indiana home of a future president, once site of negotiations
with famous Shawnee leader Tecumseh, was nearly torn down to serve the
purposes of a local water company.
How Bloody Run, a creek that took its name from a famous battle between British
soldiers and Pontiac’s forces, is now above ground only in Detroit’s Elmwood
Cemetery.
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How a famous early Cincinnati resident was responsible for historians
misidentifying the location of Fort Washington for 150 years.
How early French explorers once trudged through mud and leeches on a portage
that stood not far from Chicago’s Midway airport.
Readers can simply enjoy reading of the author’s experiences or use this
historical travelogue as a guide to exploration of these places at their own pace.
Regardless of their preference, they are guaranteed to take a series of rewarding
trips back in time.
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