
Unlocking Creativity: Art Centered Learning
Across The Curriculum
Education is no longer confined to textbooks and exams. In the 21st century,
schools are shifting towards a holistic approach that nurtures creativity and
innovation in students. One of the most effective methods to promote holistic
education is through art centered learning across the curriculum.

Art centered learning is an educational philosophy that integrates art into various
academic disciplines, allowing students to learn through creative and artistic
means. By incorporating visual arts, music, theater, and dance into traditional
subjects, students are provided with a unique opportunity to explore and express
their creativity from a young age.

The Benefits of Art Centered Learning

Art centered learning offers numerous benefits to students, allowing them to
develop skills that extend beyond the classroom. Here are some of the key
advantages:
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Creativity and Critical Thinking

Art helps students develop critical thinking skills by encouraging them to analyze,
interpret, and express their thoughts in a creative manner. It fosters imaginative
thinking and problem-solving abilities, allowing students to approach challenges
from multiple perspectives.

Emotional and Social Intelligence

Through artistic expression, students can explore and understand their emotions
better. This emotional intelligence enables them to empathize with others and
develop strong social skills. Art centered learning also facilitates collaboration and
teamwork, as students engage in group art projects and performances.

Enhanced Communication Skills

The arts provide students with a platform to communicate their thoughts and
ideas non-verbally. This strengthens their communication skills, as they learn to
articulate concepts visually, musically, or through movement. Art centered
learning encourages students to embrace self-expression, leading to improved
self-confidence and effective communication.

Higher Academic Performance

Research indicates that incorporating art into core subjects can positively impact
academic performance. Art centered learning enhances students' memory
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retention and comprehension abilities. It also fosters a deep understanding of
concepts, as students engage in hands-on and experiential learning experiences.

Integrating Art into the Curriculum

Art centered learning can be implemented across all academic disciplines to
provide a well-rounded education. Here are some examples on how art can be
integrated into various subjects:

Language Arts

In language arts classes, students can explore storytelling through visual art or
create illustrations that complement their written works. They can also analyze
and interpret poetry through different art forms, such as music or dance.

Mathematics

Mathematics and art share a common thread of patterns and shapes. Students
can create geometric-inspired artwork, giving them a practical understanding of
mathematical concepts. They can also use art to visually represent data and
statistics.

Science

In science classes, students can create scientific illustrations to understand
complex concepts or conduct experiments involving art materials, exploring the
intersection between science and creativity.

History and Social Studies

The arts provide a window into the past. Students can analyze historical artworks
and create their own artistic interpretations of historical events. They can also
explore cultural diversity through dance or music, fostering a deeper
understanding of different societies.



Art centered learning across the curriculum is not only a powerful method to
promote creativity, but also an effective way to engage students in their
education. It allows them to connect with their learning experiences on a deeper
level and develop essential skills for their future endeavors. By embracing art
centered learning, schools can unlock the full potential of their students and
create a generation of creative thinkers and problem solvers.
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This handbook provides teachers with a framework for implementing inquiry-
based, substantive art integration across the curriculum, along with the
background knowledge and models needed to do this. Drawing on ideas from
Harvard Project Zero, the authors make a clear and compelling argument for how
contemporary art supports student learning. The text features subject-specific
chapters co-written by teaching scholars from that discipline. Each chapter
includes examples of contemporary art with explanations of how these works
explore the fundamental concepts of the academic discipline. The book
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concludes with a chapter on an integrated, inquiry-based curriculum inspired by
contemporary art, including guidelines for developing art projects teachers can
adapt to their students’ interests and needs. This resource is appropriate for art
teachers, as well as subject-area teachers who are not familiar with using
contemporary art in the classroom.

“I am so excited about this book! The visuals alone are enough to clue teachers
in on ways that Contemporary Art can blow their curriculums open to become
engaging, relevant vehicles for their students to ride across the 21st century.
From the first scan, readers cannot help but see the power of Contemporary Art
in transforming classrooms and learning.”
—From the Foreword by Lois Hetland, professor and chair of art education at
Massachusetts College of Art and Design, and co-author of Studio Thinking 2

“Art-Centered Learning Across the Curriculum well surpasses its goal
to demystify contemporary art for K–12 teachers. In this important text, the
authors present a direct challenge to educators and public education reformers of
all stripes to embrace the arts and design practices across disciplines as a potent
means for building beautiful minds, not merely as a tool for beautifying dingy
school corridors. This new book serves as a primer for fashioning the kinds of
integrated curriculum frameworks required for success in today’s global
knowledge economy.”
—James Haywood Rolling Jr., chair of art education and a dual professor in art
education and teaching and leadership, Syracuse University
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