
The White Gold Of History And The Fate Of
Elephants: Illuminating the Dark Past and
Uncertain Future
Have you ever wondered about the mysterious white substance that has shaped
both our history and the fate of elephants? This article dives deep into the world
of ivory, often referred to as the "white gold," and sheds light on its significance
throughout human civilization. From ancient times to the present day, ivory has
carried immense cultural value, but it comes at a heavy cost for the majestic
creatures from which it is extracted. Strap in for a riveting journey through time as
we explore the fascinating and heartbreaking story behind this precious material.

Ancient Origins and Cultural Significance

Ivory has been prized by civilizations for thousands of years, with its earliest use
dating back to prehistoric times. The ancient Egyptians, renowned for their
intricate carvings and artworks, held ivory in high regard, often using it to create
exquisite sculptures and elaborate jewelry. Ivory was considered a symbol of
wealth, power, and luxury, reserved for the elite members of society.

Similar reverence for ivory can be seen across various cultures and periods. In
Ancient Greece, ivory was used to fashion decorative items, such as the handles
of swords and the panels of elaborate furniture. The Romans, too, embraced
ivory as a symbol of status and used it in the creation of intricate mosaics and
sculptures.
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The Dark Side: Exploitation and Trade

The allure of ivory resulted in a booming trade that spanned continents, but at a
great expense. As European exploration and colonization expanded, so did the
demand for ivory. Tragically, this led to the ruthless hunting and poaching of
elephants on an unprecedented scale.

During the 19th century, ivory became a highly sought-after commodity in Europe
and North America. The relentless pursuit of ivory not only decimated elephant
populations but also led to the exploitation and mistreatment of indigenous
communities who were coerced into participating in the trade.

Conservation Efforts and Banning the Trade

Thankfully, awareness about the devastating impact of ivory started to grow,
prompting the need for conservation efforts. Organizations such as the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) began
advocating for stronger protection of elephants and the banning of ivory trade.

In 1989, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) imposed a global ban on the ivory trade. This landmark
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decision marked a turning point in the battle to protect these magnificent
creatures.

The Current Crisis and the Future of Elephants

Despite the ban, the ivory trade has not been completely eradicated. Illegal ivory
markets continue to exist, driven by demand from countries where the laws are
not strictly enforced. Poaching remains a grave threat to elephants, with an
estimated 20,000 African elephants killed each year for their tusks.

Fortunately, efforts to combat the ivory trade have increased, and numerous
initiatives are working towards their conservation. These range from anti-
poaching patrols and community-based projects to raise awareness and educate
local populations about the importance of elephant conservation.

Why We Must Act Now

The fate of elephants hangs in the balance. These incredible creatures are not
just symbols of our shared biodiversity, but they also play a vital role in
maintaining the ecological balance of their habitats. Without our intervention, they
may face extinction in the near future.

It is crucial for governments, organizations, and individuals to collectively combat
the illegal ivory trade, enforce stricter laws, and support conservation initiatives.
We must also educate ourselves and others about the true cost of ivory,
spreading awareness and fostering a sense of responsibility towards the
preservation of these magnificent animals.

The White Gold and the Elephants' Legacy

Ivory may have played a significant role in our history, but its extraction has come
at an extraordinary cost to the elephants themselves. As we reflect on the past



and look towards the future, let us remember the tragic consequences associated
with ivory and strive to create a world where these incredible creatures can thrive,
untouched by the greed and exploitation that have plagued their existence for far
too long.

Together, we can ensure a brighter future for both the white gold of our past and
the majestic elephants that have captured our hearts and imaginations.
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“[A] tour de force examination of the history of ivory . . . and the demise of the
elephant and human decency in the process of this unholy quest.” —The
Huffington Post
 
Praised for the nuance and sensitivity with which it approaches one of the most
fraught conservation issues we face today, John Frederick Walker’s Ivory’s
Ghosts tells the astonishing story of the power of ivory through the ages, and its
impact on elephants. Long before gold and gemstones held allure, ivory came to
be prized in every culture of the world—from ancient Egypt to nineteenth-century
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America to modern Japan—for its beauty, rarity, and ability to be finely carved.
But the beauty came at an unfathomable cost.
 
Walker lays bare the ivory trade’s cruel connection with the slave trade and the
increasing slaughter of elephants in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
By the 1980s, elephant poaching reached levels that threatened the last great
herds of the African continent, and led to a worldwide ban on the ancient
international trade in tusks. But the ban has failed to stop poaching—or the
emotional debate over what to do with the legitimate and growing stockpiles of
ivory recovered from elephants that die of natural causes.
 
“Ivory’s Ghost is essential reading for anyone concerned with conservation and
with the tenuous future of one of the most magnificent creatures our earth has
ever seen.” —George B. Schaller, author of A Naturalist and Other Beast
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