
The Washington Dc Riots Of 1968: A Dark
Chapter in American History
1968 was a tumultuous year in the United States, marked by several significant
events that shook the nation to its core. One such event was the Washington Dc
Riots, which erupted in the aftermath of the assassination of civil rights leader Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. These riots left an indelible mark on the city and ignited a
national conversation about racial inequality and social justice.

It was on April 4, 1968, that Dr. King was tragically shot and killed while standing
on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. The news of his
assassination spread like wildfire, causing an outpouring of grief, anger, and
frustration throughout the country. As the shockwaves reverberated, it was
inevitable that cities across America would become the battleground for
expression of these pent-up emotions.

Washington Dc, the nation's capital, was no exception. The city became a powder
keg ready to explode. The African American community, who had already
experienced systemic discrimination and racial inequality, felt the weight of yet
another loss. The riots that ensued were not just a spontaneous outburst but a
culmination of years of frustration and discontent.
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The Spark That Ignited the Fire

The city erupted into chaos on April 5, 1968, as news of Dr. King's assassination
spread. African American neighborhoods were the hardest hit, with the
frustrations of the community manifesting in acts of violence and destruction.
Rioters looted businesses, set buildings ablaze, and clashed with law
enforcement.

The riots continued for several days, with the city in a state of emergency. The
National Guard was called in to restore order, but the damage had already been
done. By the time calm was restored, at least 13 people had died, over 1,000
were injured, and more than 6,000 arrests had been made.

The Aftermath and Legacy

The Washington Dc Riots of 1968 had a profound impact on the city and the
country as a whole. The destruction left scars on the city's landscape, with many
buildings still bearing the physical reminders of that dark chapter in history.
However, the wounds inflicted on the nation's collective psyche ran much deeper.

The riots brought the issue of racial inequality to the forefront of national
conversation. The images of burning buildings and clashes between the
community and law enforcement served as a wake-up call for many Americans. It
was a stark reminder that the fight for civil rights was far from over, and that the
struggle for equality would continue.
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Moreover, the Washington Dc Riots of 1968 led to significant changes in public
policy. The Kerner Commission, established by President Lyndon B. Johnson to
study the roots of urban violence, issued a groundbreaking report that highlighted
systemic racism and called for comprehensive reforms. This report laid the
groundwork for advancements in civil rights legislation and pushed the nation
towards a more inclusive and equitable society.

The Lessons Learned

The Washington Dc Riots of 1968 serve as a powerful reminder of the importance
of social justice and equality. They highlight the need for genuine dialogue and
understanding between communities to prevent future outbreaks of violence and
unrest.

While progress has been made since those dark days, the struggle for equality
continues today. The Washington Dc Riots of 1968 should serve as a rallying cry
for all Americans to stay vigilant in the fight against racism and discrimination,
and to work towards a society where justice and equality are not just ideals, but
realities.

The Washington Dc Riots of 1968 were a seminal event in American history,
marking a turning point in the struggle for civil rights and social justice. The
aftermath of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination shook the nation to its
core, exposing the deep-rooted racial injustices that still existed and sparked a
national conversation on these issues.

While the wounds inflicted during those days may have healed over time, the
scars remain as a reminder of the work that still needs to be done. The
Washington Dc Riots of 1968 should be remembered not only as a dark chapter
in American history but also as a catalyst for change and a call to action. It is a



reminder that the fight for justice and equality is ongoing and that we must strive
for a better future for all.
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"Left behind were hundreds of burned-out buildings, whole blocks that looked as
though they had been bombed into oblivion." These words, written by the
Washington Post's Leonard Downie Jr., do not describe a war zone but rather the
nation's capital reeling in the wake of the riots of April 1968. In the devastating
aftermath of Martin Luther King's assassination, a community already plagued by
poor living conditions, unfair policing, and segregation broke into chaos.

These riots brought well-documented tragedy and heartbreak--not only among
the families of those who lost their lives but also among those who lost their
homes, possessions, jobs, and businesses. There was anger, fear, and anxiety
throughout the city of Washington, DC, from the White House to the residential
neighborhoods of the capital. There was an excruciating dilemma for President
Lyndon Johnson. He was outraged by the violence in the streets, but he also
keenly aware that African American citizens who joined the riots had legitimate
grievances that his civil rights initiatives did little to address.

J. Samuel Walker's Most of 14th Street is Gone takes an in-depth look at the
causes and consequences of the Washington, DC riots of 1968. It shows the
conditions that existed in Washington, DC's low-income neighborhoods, setting
the stage for the disorders that began after King's murder. It also traces the
growing fears produced by the outbreaks of serious riots in many cities during the
mid-1960s. The centerpiece of the book is a detailed account of the riots that
raged in Washington, DC from the perspectives of rioters, victims, law
enforcement officials, soldiers, and government leaders. The destruction was so
extensive that parts of the city were described as "smoldering ruins block after
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block." Walker analyzes the reasons for the riots and the lessons that authorities
drew from them. He also provides an overview of the struggle that the city of
Washington, DC faced in recovering from the effects of the 1968 disorders.
Finally, he considers why serious riots have been so rare in Washington, DC and
other cities since 1968. Walker's timely and sensitive examination of a
community, a city, and a country rocked by racial tension, violence, and frustration
speaks not only to this nation's past but to its present.
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