
The Untold Story of Mazzini Denis Mack
Smith: The Maverick Historian Who Reshaped
Italian Studies Forever
When it comes to the field of Italian history, one name stands above the rest -
Mazzini Denis Mack Smith. With his outstanding contributions to Italian studies,
Smith revolutionized the way we understand and interpret the rich tapestry of
Italy's past. In this extensive article, we will delve into the life, accomplishments,
and lasting influence of this remarkable historian.

Early Years and Education

Mazzini Denis Mack Smith was born on July 2, 1920, in Rome, Italy. From a
young age, he displayed an insatiable curiosity about history and a keen intellect.
Encouraged by his parents, he pursued his education at the prestigious Eton
College in England, where his passion for Italian history began to blossom.
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After completing his studies at Eton, Smith enrolled at Worcester College, Oxford,
where he pursued his passion for history and graduated with first-class honors.
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Following his graduation, he embarked on an academic journey that would see
him leave an indelible mark on the world of Italian studies.

A Reformative Force in Italian Studies

Smith's career in academia started modestly, teaching at the University of Exeter
and the University of Essex in the early 1960s. During this time, he focused his
research on the political landscape of Italy during the Risorgimento period, which
was characterized by the struggle for Italian unification.

In 1969, Smith published the groundbreaking book "Cavour and Garibaldi 1860: A
Study in Political Conflict." This seminal work challenged prevailing narratives
about the role of these two influential figures in the unification process and
redefined the understanding of Italian nationalism. Smith's meticulous research
and nuanced analysis provided new insights into a historically pivotal era and
earned him widespread recognition as an authority on Italian history.

The Magnum Opus: "Modern Italy: A Political History"

A true masterpiece, Smith's magnum opus "Modern Italy: A Political History"
cemented his status as the preeminent historian of Italian studies. Published in
1959, this seminal work provided a comprehensive political history of Italy from its
unification in 1861 to the post-World War II era.

"Modern Italy" shattered the traditional historical frameworks and laid the
foundation for a new way of studying Italian history. Smith's meticulous research,
engaging writing style, and critical analysis captivated both scholars and general
readers alike. The book's success led to multiple revised editions, ensuring that
Smith's invaluable insights remained accessible to generations of history
enthusiasts.

An Advocate for Intellectual Freedom



Throughout his career, Smith fiercely advocated for intellectual freedom and
stood against rigid ideologies that hindered academic progress. In his works, he
often challenged dominant political narratives, using meticulous research and
insightful analysis to shed light on previously overlooked aspects of Italian history.

Smith's commitment to intellectual freedom was not just limited to his writings. He
actively championed academic independence, encouraging scholars to critically
engage with historical sources and challenge accepted viewpoints. Through his
lectures and mentorship, he inspired countless students to question, analyze, and
explore beyond the confines of traditional narratives.

Awards and Legacy

Smith's profound impact on the field of Italian studies did not go unnoticed. He
received numerous accolades throughout his career, including being made a
Commendatore of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic in 1996. His legacy
lives on through the countless researchers and scholars who were influenced by
his work.

Mazzini Denis Mack Smith passed away on July 27, 2017, at the age of 97.
However, his contributions to Italian studies continue to shape the way we
understand and interpret the rich history of Italy. His writings remain essential
reading for anyone interested in Italian history, and his influence will inspire
generations to come.
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This book by one of the most distinguished historians of Italy is the first modern
biography in English of Giuseppe Mazzini, one of the leading figures in the
political and intellectual world of mid-nineteenth-century Europe. Denis Mack
Smith reexamines Mazzini's ideological impact and portrays him as a vigorous
proponent of patriotism, a pre-eminent figure in the struggle for Italian
independence and unity, and a fascinating personality whose ideas brought him
into contact with Marx, Carlyle, Mill, and Bakunin. 'Denis Mack Smith's new
biography easily surpasses its predecessors in any language. This is not
surprising, since Mack Smith is one of the finest living writers of historical
biographies and the most distinguished living historian of the Risorgimento.'
Derek Beales, New York Review of Books 'This is the definitive biography: the job
will not need to be done again.' A. L. Rowse, London Evening Standard 'The
doyen of historians of modern Italy, Mack Smith has written a book which has all
the usual admirable qualities of his earlier work, combining an accessible and
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fluent narrative style with lightly worn but meticulous scholarship ... It is to be
hoped that Mack Smith's book heralds a reassessment, not just of Mazzini's
place in nineteenth-century Italian history, but also of his intellectual contribution
to the creation of a Europe of the nations that remains as urgent in our time as it
was in his.' Richard Bellamy, Times Literary Supplement 'Definitive, highly
readable biography of a revolutionary far more relevant to our time than Marx,
Lenin, or Mao.' The London Times 'Superbly reasonable and eminently readable
... It should and most probably will be required reading for all students of modern
European history.' Patricia A. Kollander, Historian Denis Mack Smith is a fellow of
the British Academy and a Commendatore of the Italian Order of Merit. Fellow of
Wolfson College and Emeritus Fellow of All Souls, Oxford, he has written many
books, including biographies of Mussolini, Cavour, and Garibaldi, as well as 'Italy
and its Monarchy', published by Yale University Press.
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