
The Untold Story: Bankhead Scott Tennessee
Battery in the American Civil War
The American Civil War remains one of the most defining chapters in the nation's
history. While many battles and units are well-documented, there are lesser-
known facets of the conflict that deserve recognition. Among them is the
Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery, a remarkable artillery unit that played a
pivotal role in the war. In this article, we delve into the history of this battery,
shedding light on its contributions and painting a vivid picture of the bravery and
sacrifices made by its members.

The Founding of Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery

The Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery was established in the early days of the
Civil War. It originated from the small town of Bankhead in Tennessee, a
community that rallied together to support the Confederate cause. Led by Captain
John Scott, a seasoned artillery officer with a brilliant military mind, the battery
began its journey.

The Role of the Battery

During the Civil War, artillery units played a crucial role in battles. They provided
vital support to infantry and cavalry, using their cannons to rain down destruction
on enemy formations. The Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery proved to be
exceptional in this regard. With their powerful cannons and skilled gunners, they
supported Confederate effort throughout the war, taking part in several key
engagements.
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Noteworthy Engagements

One of the most significant battles where the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery
played a key role was the Battle of Shiloh. This bloody encounter in April 1862
witnessed fierce fighting, and the artillery battery made a dramatic impact.
Positioned strategically, they pounded Union forces with unrestrained fury,
effectively halting their advance at several points.

Another remarkable engagement in which the battery participated was the Battle
of Chickamauga. As Confederate forces clashed with Union troops in September
1863, Captain John Scott's battery unleashed devastating salvos, significantly
weakening the enemy lines. Their fearless determination and accurate artillery
fire contributed to a Confederate victory, displaying the indispensable importance
of artillery units in battles.

The Battery's Sacrifices and Losses

Like all units during the Civil War, the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery
endured significant losses and suffered great sacrifices. Their brave gunners
faced immense dangers on the battlefield, risking their lives with every shot fired.
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Many lost their lives or suffered severe injuries while fulfilling their duty to their
cause and comrades.

Despite the hardships and losses, the battery persevered and remained
committed to their mission. Their unwavering dedication and resilience are a
testament to the spirit of their fellow soldiers during the trying times of the Civil
War.

Legacy of the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery

Though time has passed, the legacy of the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery
lives on. Their contributions to the Confederacy, their bravery on the battlefield,
and their unwavering loyalty continue to inspire. Their story serves as a reminder
of the countless units and individuals who fought valiantly during the American
Civil War, regardless of fame or recognition.

We must honor and remember the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery, ensuring
their place in history alongside the more well-known units of the time. Their
sacrifice and commitment will not fade into obscurity, but rather serve as a
beacon of courage and devotion for future generations.

A Final Tribute to the Unsung Heroes

The Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery stands as a testament to the courage
and determination exhibited by the soldiers of the American Civil War. Their story
deserves to be told and cherished, reminding us of the sacrifices made during
such a tumultuous period in our nation's history.

As we reflect on the Bankhead Scott Tennessee Battery and countless other units
like them, let us remember the bravery of these unsung heroes who fought not for
glory or recognition, but for their beliefs and for their comrades. Their



contributions should never be forgotten, and their memory should continue to
inspire us to strive for a better future.
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This is a regimental history of a Confederate Battery in the American Civil War.
Originally recruited by Smith P. Bankhead in Memphis in 1861 the book gives a
breakdown of all of the members of the unit. This case study examines the
reasons the men were joined the unit and their background. Although slavery is
often a reason for the war, most of the men fought for other reasons as few of
them owned any slaves. The book touches on the trials of training and the
difficulties of army life. Why men deserted while others fought to the very end is
discussed. After the battle of Shiloh, Bankhead was promoted and William L.
Scott assumed command. The history of the battery explains the part the men
played in the battles and campaigns in the Western theater. When the battery
was overrun at Missionary Ridge many of the men continued to fight in other units
while others went home. Every man that served in Bankhead/Scott's Battery is
described with information about recruitment, occupation, wounded or killed in
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battle or died of illness or deserted. Four men were still serving when the Army of
Tennessee of Tennessee surrendered in April 1865.
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