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Have you ever found yourself contemplating the very essence of your existence?
What does it truly mean to exist, and how can we find meaning and purpose in
our lives? These age-old questions have puzzled humankind for centuries, and
despite the advancements in science and philosophy, the question of being

remains unanswered.

Existence, or simply being, is a fundamental concept that has intrigued
philosophers, scientists, and theologians throughout history. It encompasses not
only our physical presence in the world but also our consciousness, emotions,

and the deeper understanding of our purpose. So, what is the essence of being?

Division Ill of Heidegger's Being and Time: The
Unanswered Question of Being
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Exploring the Depths of Being

Being goes beyond the mere act of existing. It delves into the intricacies of self-
awareness, the ability to perceive and make sense of the world around us, and
the capacity to experience emotions and form connections. It is the essence of
our consciousness, making us unique individuals with thoughts, feelings, and

desires.

While science has helped us understand the physiological processes that enable
our existence, it fails to provide a comprehensive answer to the question of being.
Despite our understanding of biology, chemistry, and physics, the true nature of

consciousness and its relationship to our physical bodies remains a mystery.

Philosophy, on the other hand, has attempted to tackle the question of being
through various schools of thought. From ancient philosophers like Plato and
Aristotle to modern-day thinkers such as Jean-Paul Sartre and Martin Heidegger,

the nature of being has been a recurring theme in philosophical discourse.

Existentialism, a philosophical movement that gained prominence in the 20th

century, puts great emphasis on the individual's freedom and responsibility in
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defining their own existence. It acknowledges the limits of scientific explanations

and directs attention to the subjective experience of being.

The Search for Meaning and Purpose

One of the fundamental quests of being is to find meaning and purpose in our
lives. As sentient beings, we yearn for something greater than ourselves, seeking
answers to questions like: Why are we here? What is our role in the grand

scheme of things?

Religion has provided solace to many when facing the existential dilemma. Belief
systems offer explanations for the origin of existence, the nature of reality, and
the purpose of life. They provide moral guidelines and a sense of belonging,

helping individuals find comfort and meaning amidst the chaos of existence.

However, for those who question religious dogma and seek alternatives, the
quest for meaning becomes a personal journey. The realm of philosophy and
introspection takes center stage, as individuals explore their values, passions,

and the impact they wish to have on the world.

Existential philosophers believe that meaning and purpose cannot be imposed by
external factors but must be individually discovered. They argue that through self-
reflection and personal choices, we can shape our own lives and find fulfillment

even in the face of uncertainty.

The Eternal Mystery

As humans, we may never fully unlock the secrets of being. The question of
existence is vast, complex, and deeply intertwined with subjective experiences
and individual perspectives. It is not a problem to be solved but a continuous

journey of self-discovery and contemplation.



While science and philosophy have made remarkable advances, the mysteries of
consciousness, free will, and the nature of reality persist. We are left with more
guestions than answers, and perhaps that is the beauty of being — the perpetual
wonder and curiosity that drives us to explore the uncharted depths of our

existence.

The unanswered question of being continues to captivate our minds and hearts. It
tugs at our deepest emotions and evokes a sense of wonder and awe. From the
ancient philosophers to modern-day intellectuals, humankind's pursuit of
understanding the essence of existence has shaped our cultures, religions, and

worldviews.

Ultimately, the quest for meaning and purpose in life is a deeply personal and
profound journey. Whether through faith, philosophy, or introspection, each
individual must seek their own answers and find fulfillment in their unique

existence.

So, let us embrace the unanswered question of being and embark on a journey of
self-discovery and contemplation. As we navigate the complexities of existence,
let us find solace in the pursuit of knowledge, connection, and the wonders that

await us.

Because, in the end, it is the very act of questioning and seeking that makes us

truly alive.
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Leading philosophers and scholars speculate on what Heidegger's unfinished

masterpiece might have said, why Heidegger didn't publish it, and what being

actually means.

Heidegger's Being and Time is one of the most influential and important books in
the history of philosophy, but it was left unfinished. The parts we have of it,
Divisions | and Il of Part One, were meant to be merely preparatory for the
unwritten Division Ill, which was to have formed the point of the entire book when
it turned to the topic of being itself. In this book, leading Heidegger scholars and
philosophers influenced by Heidegger take up the unanswered questions in
Heidegger's masterpiece, speculating on what Division Il would have said, and

why Heidegger never published it.

The contributors' task—to produce a secondary literature on a nonexistent
primary work—seems one out of fiction by Borges or Umberto Eco. Why did
Heidegger never complete Being and Time? Did he become dissatisfied with it?
Did he judge it too subjectivistic, not historical enough, too individualistic, too
existential? Was abandoning it part of Heidegger's “Kehre”, his supposed turning
from his early work to his later work? Might Division Il have offered a bridge

between the two phases, if a division exists between them? And what does being
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mean, after all? The contributors, in search of lost Being and Time, consider

these and other topics, shedding new light on Heidegger's thought.

Contributors

Alain Badiou, Lee Braver, Daniel Dahlstrom, Charles Guignon, Graham Harman,

Karsten Harries, Ted Kisiel, Denis McManus, Eric S. Nelson, Richard Polt,

Francois Raffoul, Thomas Sheehan, lain Thomson, Kate Withy, Julian Young
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