
The True Story Of The Arturo Gatti And Micky
Ward Boxing Trilogy
Every boxing fan will agree that some fights remain etched in their minds forever.
These are the battles that showcase the true essence of the sport, where two
warriors relentlessly go toe-to-toe, displaying grit, determination, and a sheer will
to win. The legendary trilogy between Arturo Gatti and Micky Ward is one such
saga that has left an indelible mark on the world of boxing.

From the blood-soaked canvas to the deafening crowd roars, the battles between
Gatti and Ward were nothing short of epic. Their relentless pursuit of victory
brought forth three electrifying bouts, each with its own unique story to tell.

The First Encounter: Gatti vs Ward I

The first chapter in this historic trilogy unfolded on May 18, 2002, at the Mohegan
Sun Casino in Connecticut. Both Gatti and Ward were renowned for their fighting
spirit, and the clash between them promised fireworks.
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From the opening bell, it was evident that this battle was going to be different.
The two fighters unleashed an onslaught of punches, refusing to back down. The
crowd was treated to 10 rounds of pure boxing brilliance, as Gatti and Ward
exchanged blows with an intensity rarely witnessed before.

As the final bell rang, the decision was left in the hands of the judges. The split
decision verdict in favor of Gatti was met with mixed reactions from the audience.
Nevertheless, what the world witnessed that night was the birth of a trilogy that
would go down in the annals of boxing history.

The Second Bout: Gatti vs Ward II

The fervor surrounding their first bout set the stage for an eagerly awaited
rematch. On November 23, 2002, Gatti and Ward stepped into the ring at Atlantic
City to settle the score once and for all.

The world held its breath in anticipation as these warriors went head-to-head
once again. This time, however, the stakes were higher, the punches were
harder, and the willpower was unwavering.

For 10 intense rounds, Gatti and Ward showcased their unwavering
determination. The fight was teeming with thunderous shots and fierce
exchanges that left the audience on the edge of their seats.

As the decision was announced, the crowd was left in awe. Gatti emerged
victorious yet again, solidifying his place as one of the true warriors of the ring.
However, Ward's resilience and unwavering spirit garnered respect from fans and
critics alike.

The Final Battle: Gatti vs Ward III



After two unforgettable battles, the stage was set for the grand finale of the Gatti
vs Ward trilogy. On June 7, 2003, at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, Gatti and
Ward once again squared off in a battle that would seal their legacies.

This fight, like its predecessors, was nothing short of magical. The fighters
unleashed a barrage of punches, demonstrating their tactical skills and insatiable
desire for victory.

The crowd roared with every blow, their energy fueling the fighters in the ring.
Gatti and Ward displayed marked improvement since their first encounter,
exhibiting refined techniques and ironclad defenses.

The 10 rounds seemed to fly by in a blur, leaving both the fighters and the fans
breathless. The unanimous decision in favor of Ward came as a shock to some,
but the trilogy had shown that both fighters were true champions.

A Legacy Written in Blood and Sweat

The Arturo Gatti vs Micky Ward trilogy will forever be remembered as one of the
greatest sagas in boxing history. The trilogy showcased not only the physical
prowess and courage of both fighters but also the unbreakable bond between
them.

These three battles brought out the best in Gatti and Ward, elevating them to the
status of true legends. Their rivalry transcended the usual realms of good vs. evil;
it became a testament to the sheer willpower and determination that define the
sport of boxing.

Years may pass, new champions may arise, but the tale of Gatti and Ward will
always serve as a reminder of the true essence of boxing. It exemplifies the



glorious unpredictability of the sport, where heart and resilience often triumph
over skill and technique.

The trilogy between Arturo Gatti and Micky Ward will forever be etched in the
hearts and minds of boxing enthusiasts worldwide. It stands as a testament to the
power of the human spirit and the unyielding pursuit of greatness.
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Intimate Warfare: The True Story of the Arturo Gatti and Micky Ward Boxing
Trilogy traces the lives and careers of two legendary fighters—Micky Ward, a
humble, hardscrabble, blue-collar Irishman from Lowell, Massachusetts, and
Arturo Gatti, a handsome, flashy, charismatic Italian-born star who was raised in
Montreal. Dennis Taylor and John J. Raspanti paint a vivid portrait of these two
fighters who ushered each other into boxing lore and formed an unlikely
friendship despite their brutal battles in the ring. Gatti’s life would end tragically
and mysteriously just a few years later, but his name and Ward’s remain tied
together in boxing history.
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In Intimate Warfare, each of the three spectacular fights between Gatti and Ward,
two of which were named The Ring magazine’s “Fight of the Year,” are described
in detail. Multiple photographs from the trilogy highlight the intensity and power of
these epic collisions. With a foreword by former world champion and International
Boxing Hall of Famer Ray “Boom Boom” Mancini, this book will be of interest to
all fans of boxing.
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