
The Role of Philosophy in Children's
Literature: Exploring the World of Cornelia
Funke
Children's literature is often seen as a medium solely meant for entertainment or
teaching basic life lessons. However, some authors go beyond that and
incorporate elements of philosophy into their storytelling. One such author is
Cornelia Funke, whose works have captivated young readers around the world.
In this article, we will delve into the world of Cornelia Funke and explore the role
of philosophy in her children's literature.

to Cornelia Funke

Cornelia Funke is a German author known for her imaginative and enchanting
stories that have garnered a wide readership across various age groups. Her love
for literature and storytelling began at a young age, and she eventually pursued a
career as a book illustrator and writer. With a unique blend of fantasy, adventure,
and philosophical undertones, Funke's works have left a lasting impact on
children's literature.

Funke's most popular works include the "Inkheart" trilogy, "The Thief Lord," and
"Dragon Rider," among others. These books not only transport readers to
fantastical worlds but also invite them to ponder deeper questions about life,
morality, and the power of imagination. Let us explore how Funke incorporates
philosophy into her captivating tales.
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Imagination and the Power of Stories

One of the philosophical themes that Funke frequently explores is the power of
imagination and storytelling. In many of her books, characters possess the ability
to bring objects or creatures from books into reality, blurring the lines between
fiction and the real world.

Through this concept, Funke encourages her young readers to reflect on the idea
that stories have the power to shape our perception of reality. She highlights that
storytelling is not a mere form of entertainment but an essential tool for
understanding ourselves and the world around us. By immersing oneself in the
power of imagination, Funke believes that children can develop empathy, critical
thinking, and a broader perspective on life.

Moral Dilemmas and Ethical Choices

Funke's stories often present readers with moral dilemmas and ethical choices
that her characters must navigate. By incorporating these elements, she instills in
her readers the importance of making informed decisions and considering the
consequences of their actions.
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Through the conflicts her characters face, Funke poses philosophical questions
about right and wrong, justice, and the complexities of human nature. She invites
young readers to ponder the ethical implications of their choices and explore the
gray areas of morality, fostering a sense of introspection and empathy towards
others.

The Nature of Good and Evil

Another recurring theme in Funke's works is the nature of good and evil. She
presents complex and multi-dimensional characters who are not solely defined as
heroes or villains. Through this portrayal, Funke challenges her readers'
preconceived notions of good and evil, reminding them that the line between the
two can be blurred.

By delving into the motivations and backstory of her characters, Funke
encourages young readers to question societal norms and understand that
everyone has the capacity to make choices that can shape their own destiny. This
exploration of the grey areas of morality helps develop critical thinking and
empathy in children.

The Search for Identity and Self-Discovery

Funke often explores the themes of self-discovery and the search for identity in
her books. Her young protagonists embark on journeys that not only lead them to
magical realms but also within themselves. These journeys of self-discovery allow
her characters to explore their own strengths, weaknesses, and values.

By presenting characters who undergo personal growth and transformation,
Funke demonstrates to her young readers that self-reflection and accepting
oneself are essential aspects of personal development. Through the trials and



tribulations her characters face, Funke highlights that the search for identity is an
ongoing process and that young readers should embrace their individuality.

Cornelia Funke's works have undoubtedly left a profound impact on children's
literature. By incorporating philosophical themes into her storytelling, she
encourages young readers to think critically, question societal norms, and explore
the complexities of life. Funke's ability to blend adventure and imagination with
philosophical undertones makes her an exceptional author whose works go
beyond the realms of entertainment and education.

In a world that often underestimates the capacity of children to engage with
philosophical ideas, Funke's literature stands as a testament to the importance of
incorporating such themes in children's books. Her books provide young readers
with a gateway to explore deeper questions about themselves and the world
around them, fostering intellectual curiosity and emotional growth.

So, the next time you pick up a children's book, remember that philosophy might
just be waiting to greet you between the pages, thanks to authors like Cornelia
Funke.
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This book allows philosophers, literary theorists, and education specialists to
come together to offer a series of readings on works of children’s literature. Each
of their readings is focused on pairing a particular, popular picture book or a
chapter book with philosophical texts or themes.

The book has three sections—the first, on picturebooks; the second, on chapter
books; and the third, on two sets of paired readings of two very popular
picturebooks. By means of its three sections, the book sets forth as its goal to
show how philosophy can be helpful in reappraising books aimed at children from
early childhood on. Particularly in the third section, the book emphasizes how
philosophy can help to multiply the type of interpretative stances that are possible
when readers listen again to what they thought they knew so well.

The kinds of questions this book raises are the following: How are children’s
books already anticipating or articulating philosophical problems and
discussions? How does children’s literature work by means of philosophical
puzzles or language games? What do children’s books reveal about the
existential situation the child reader faces?

In posing and answering these kinds of questions, the readings within the book
thus intersect with recent, developing scholarship in children’s literature studies
as well as in the psychology and philosophy of childhood.
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