
The Picture Bride Lee Geum Yi: A Tale of
Love, Sacrifice, and Resilience
In the early 20th century, thousands of young women from Korea embarked on a
daring journey that would change their lives forever. They became "picture
brides," leaving their homeland behind in search of a better future in the United
States. Among them was Lee Geum Yi, a courageous and determined young
woman whose story is as captivating as it is inspiring.

The Journey Across the Ocean

Lee Geum Yi was born into a humble family in rural Korea. As the eldest
daughter, she was burdened with the responsibility of caring for her younger
siblings and helping her parents make ends meet. Life was difficult, and
opportunities for a better future were scarce.

Driven by the desire to give her family a better life, Lee Geum Yi made the brave
decision to become a picture bride. Advertisements had circulated, promising
romance, opportunity, and the chance to escape poverty. She exchanged letters
with a Korean-American man, and their connection grew stronger with each
correspondence.
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As she boarded the ship to the United States, Lee Geum Yi carried a mixture of
anxiety and hope. She left behind everything she knew, unsure of what awaited
her on the other side of the ocean. The journey was long and arduous, but her
determination never wavered.

The Dream Meets Reality

Arriving in San Francisco, Lee Geum Yi was met with a mix of excitement and
disappointment. The man she had corresponded with was indeed waiting for her,
but their meeting did not live up to the romantic image she had cultivated in her
mind. He was much older than she had anticipated, very different from the
charming words he had composed in his letters.

Nevertheless, Lee Geum Yi was determined to make the most of her
circumstances. She understood the importance of honoring her commitment and
fulfilling her duties as a bride. She married her intended, embarking on a new
chapter of her life where survival and adaptation became paramount.

The Challenges of Assimilation

Lee Geum Yi soon discovered that life in America was vastly different from what
she had imagined. The cultural shock, language barrier, and discrimination she
faced were immense challenges to overcome. Yet, she refused to let these
obstacles define her.

With unwavering resilience, Lee Geum Yi sought opportunities to learn English, to
navigate the foreign customs, and to adapt to her surroundings. She took on
various jobs to support her family, often working long hours in sweatshops or as
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domestic help. Her dedication and hard work allowed her to provide for her
children and improve their living conditions.

A Woman of Strength and Determination

Lee Geum Yi's story is not just one of survival but also of resilience and strength.
She never lost sight of her dreams, working tirelessly to ensure a better future for
her family. Despite the countless hardships she faced, she never gave up.

As the years went by, Lee Geum Yi became a pillar of her community. She
established herself as a respected figure, offering support and guidance to other
Korean immigrants. Her story became an inspiration, a testament to the
indomitable spirit that resides within each of us.

An Enduring Legacy

Lee Geum Yi's legacy lives on even beyond her lifetime. Her descendants, now
thriving in various fields, carry the torch of her strength and determination. Her
story continues to be shared, passed down through generations, serving as a
reminder of the courage and sacrifices made by the picture brides of yesteryears.

As we reflect on Lee Geum Yi's journey, we are reminded of the power of
determination, resilience, and love. Her story serves as a reminder that no matter
the challenges we face, we have the strength within us to overcome.

Join us in celebrating the remarkable life of Lee Geum Yi, the picture bride whose
story has touched the hearts of many. Let her journey inspire us to pursue our
dreams, overcome adversity, and appreciate the sacrifices made by those who
came before us.



: "The Incredible Journey of Lee Geum Yi: From Korea to America as a Picture
Bride – You Won't Believe What She Overcame!"
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“Lee Geum-yi has a gift for taking little-known embers of history and transforming
them into moving, compelling, and uplifting stories. The Picture Bride is the
ultimate story of the power of friendship—a must read!” —Heather Morris, #1
New York Times bestselling author

“Your husband is a landowner,” they told her.

“Food and clothing is so plentiful, it grows on trees.”

“You will be able to go to school.”

Of the three lies the matchmaker told Willow before she left home as a picture
bride in 1918, the third hurt the most. Never one to be deterred, Willow does all
that she can to make the best of her unexpected circumstance. But it isn't long
before her dreams for this new life are shattered, first by a husband who never
wanted to marry her in the first place, and then by the escalation of the Korean
independence movements, unified in goal, but divergent in action, which threaten
to split the Hawaiian Korean community and divide Willow's family and friends.
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Braving the rough waters of these tumultuous years, Willow forges ahead,
creating new dreams through her own blood, sweat, and tears; working tirelessly
toward a better life for her family and loved ones.

“A beautiful testimony to those women bold and determined enough to leave
behind all that was familiar, seeking a better life.” —Lisa Wingate, #1 New York
Times bestselling author

At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
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