
The Nature Of Physical Computation:
Exploring Oxford Studies In Philosophy Of
Science
The field of philosophy of science has always been a fascinating area of study,
delving into questions surrounding the fundamental nature of reality, knowledge,
and scientific understanding. One of the prominent areas within this discipline is
the exploration of physical computation. In this article, we will delve into the
Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science's perspective on the nature of physical
computation, shedding light on the intriguing insights it offers.

Understanding Physical Computation

Physical computation refers to the manipulation and processing of information by
physical systems. It investigates the connection between computation and the
physical world, seeking to understand the fundamental nature of computation in
relation to physical systems and their behaviors.

The Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science have made significant contributions
to our understanding of physical computation, providing valuable insights into the
nature of computation in the context of physics and the broader scientific
landscape.
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Exploring Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science

Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science (OSPS) is a renowned academic series
that showcases cutting-edge research in the field. The series brings together
leading philosophers and scientists to tackle important questions and illuminate
various aspects of the philosophy of science.

Regarding physical computation, the OSPS explores the philosophical
implications and challenges surrounding the understanding of computation within
the natural world. From exploring the role of computation in the foundations of
quantum mechanics to examining the relationship between computation and
causation, the series offers a comprehensive overview of the subject.

The Intersection of Computation, Physics, and Philosophy

One of the central tenets of the Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science is the
recognition of the deep interconnections between computation, physics, and
philosophy. By examining these disciplines in conjunction with one another, the
series sheds light on the complex nature of physical computation.

Furthermore, the OSPS provides a platform for engaging discussions on the
nature and limits of computational explanations within the scientific framework. It
explores the role of computation in explaining physical phenomena, drawing on
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various perspectives to offer alternative ways of understanding the relationship
between computation, information, and the physical world.

Key Themes and Research Areas

The Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science covers a wide range of themes and
research areas pertaining to physical computation. Here are a few key topics that
have been explored within the series:

Computational Mechanism: Analyzing the mechanisms and processes
underlying computation in physical systems, providing insights into the
nature of computation from a mechanistic perspective.

Computation and Emergence: Investigating the connection between
computation and emergent phenomena in complex systems, shedding light
on how computation can give rise to novel emergent behavior.

Computation and Laws of Physics: Exploring the relationship between
computation and the laws of physics, addressing questions surrounding the
computational nature of the universe and its implications.

Computation and Artificial Intelligence: Examining the intersection of
computation and artificial intelligence, exploring the limits and possibilities of
machine computation in relation to human cognition and understanding.

Implications and Future Directions

By engaging with the Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Science's exploration of
physical computation, we gain a deeper understanding of the intricate relationship
between computation, physics, and philosophy. This understanding not only
opens new avenues for scientific inquiry but also raises profound questions about
the nature of reality, knowledge, and the boundaries of human understanding.



As the series continues to evolve and address new frontiers in philosophy of
science, it promises to provide further insights into the nature of physical
computation, leaving a lasting impact on our understanding of our place in the
universe.
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Computing systems are ubiquitous in contemporary life. Even the brain is thought
to be a computing system of sorts. But what does it mean to say that an organ or
a system computes? What is it about laptops, smartphones, and nervous
systems that they are deemed to computeand why does it seldom occur to us to
describe stomachs, hurricanes, rocks, or chairs that way? These questions are
key to the conceptual foundations of computational sciences, including computer
science and engineering, and the cognitive and neural sciences.
Oron Shagrir here provides an extended argument for the semantic view of
computation, which states that semantic properties are involved in the nature of
computing systems. The first part of the book provides general background.
Although different in scope, these chapters have a common themethat the
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linkage between the mathematical theory of computability and the notion of
physical computation is weak. The second part of the book reviews existing non-
semantic accounts of physical computation. Shagrir offers an in-depth analysis of
three influential accounts, and argues that none of these accounts is satisfactory,
but each of them highlights certain key features of physical computation that he
eventually entwines into his own account of computation. The last part of the
book presents and defends an original semantic account of physical computation,
with a phenomenon known as 'simultaneous implementation' (or 'indeterminacy of
computation') at its core.
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