
The Naming Of The Shrew: Unveiling the
Mystery Behind the Iconic Shakespearean
Play

Welcome to the world of Shakespearean literature, where plays like "Romeo and
Juliet," "Macbeth," and "Hamlet" have captured the hearts and minds of
audiences for centuries. Among these timeless masterpieces stands "The Taming
of the Shrew," a play that intrigues with its unique title and captivating storyline.

The Enigma of the Name
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The title of the play has sparked curiosity and debate, with scholars and theater
enthusiasts alike pondering over its meaning. The word "shrew" typically refers to
a small, aggressive, and ill-tempered mammal, similar to a rodent. However,
Shakespeare uses the term figuratively to describe a woman characterized by her
sharp tongue and disobedient behavior.
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The play revolves around the interactions between the two central characters:
Katherine, known as the shrew, and Petruchio, her determined suitor. Petruchio
endeavors to tame Katherine by employing various strategies, resulting in a
comedic yet thought-provoking exploration of gender roles and power dynamics.

Many theories have emerged regarding the origins of the play's title. One popular
belief is that "The Taming of the Shrew" draws inspiration from a medieval beast
fable called "The Tale of the Kynge and the Esope," which features a woman
transformed into a literal shrew. Another theory suggests that the title may have
been derived from the old English word "screawa," meaning "shrewmouse" or
"mouse-like creature."
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Furthermore, some scholars argue that the play's title may be a deliberate play
on words, expanding the boundaries of language and generating intrigue. By
calling Katherine a "shrew," Shakespeare confronts societal expectations placed
upon women, exploring the consequences of deviating from conventional norms.
Through this linguistic conjuring, he entices his audience to ponder the
complexities of human nature and the masks we wear in different contexts.

The Cultural Significance

"The Taming of the Shrew" stands as an indispensable part of Shakespeare's
vast repertoire. It showcases his adeptness at weaving together humor,
complexity, and social commentary. The play not only entertains but also prompts
audience members to question their own beliefs and prejudices.

Shakespeare lived in the Elizabethan era, a time when societal norms and
gender roles were strictly enforced. It was unusual for a woman to express
herself freely or challenge the authority of men. By highlighting Katherine as a
shrew, Shakespeare boldly examines the limitations placed upon women and
offers a critique of a society deeply entrenched in patriarchal values.

Despite the initial portrayal of Katherine as a disobedient and volatile woman, the
play delves deeper, revealing her vulnerability, intelligence, and spirit. This
multidimensional characterization challenges stereotypes and encourages
empathy among the audience.

The Contemporary Relevance

Although "The Taming of the Shrew" was written over four centuries ago, its
underlying themes continue to resonate in contemporary society. The exploration
of power dynamics and the struggle for autonomy in relationships remain as
relevant today as they were in Shakespeare's time.



In recent decades, adaptations and reinterpretations of the play have gained
traction, providing a fresh perspective on the story. Directors and actors have
approached the material through feminist lenses, emphasizing the need for
consent and mutual respect within romantic relationships.

The play's enduring popularity suggests its ability to touch the human psyche,
transcending time and cultural boundaries. It reminds us of the importance of
critically analyzing societal norms and demanding equality for all.

"The Taming of the Shrew" continues to enthrall audiences worldwide with its
intricate exploration of gender dynamics, power struggles, and societal
expectations. Shakespeare's use of language and clever wordplay amplifies the
complexity of the play, leaving spectators with lingering thoughts and questions.

Step into the realm of Shakespearean theater, where the naming of the shrew
challenges assumptions and captivates minds. Discover for yourself the magic
and relevance of this timeless masterpiece.
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Latin names – frequently unpronounceable, all too often wrong and always a tiny
puzzle to unravel – have been annoying the layman since they first became
formalised as scientific terms in the eighteenth century.

Why on earth has the entirely land-loving Eastern Mole been named Scalopus
aquaticus, or the Oxford Ragwort been called Senecio squalidus – 'dirty old
man'? What were naturalists thinking when they called a beetle Agra
katewinsletae, a genus of fish Batman, and a Trilobite Han solo? Why is zoology
replete with names such as Chloris chloris chloris (the greenfinch),and Gorilla
gorilla gorilla (a species of, well gorilla)?

The Naming of the Shrew will unveil these mysteries, exploring the history,
celebrating their poetic nature and revealing how naturalists sometimes get things
so terribly wrong. With wonderfully witty style and captivating narrative, this book
will make you see Latin names in a whole new light.
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