The Mighty Sons of Saint Gilles: The Heroes
Who Ruled the Latin East

Imagine a time when crusaders and knights roamed the Holy Land, transforming
the landscape through their might and determination. Among them, the Sons of
Saint Gilles emerged as true champions, ruling the Latin East with honor and
bravery. Join us on a journey back in time as we uncover the fascinating story of

these remarkable rulers.

Who were the Sons of Saint Gilles?

The Sons of Saint Gilles, also known as the House of Toulouse, were a noble
family from France. Their patriarch, Raymond IV, Count of Toulouse, played a
crucial role in the First Crusade and became the revered figure of Saint Gilles.
His descendants, known as the Sons of Saint Gilles, carried on his legacy in the

Latin East.

Raymond IV was a charismatic and influential leader who inspired many to take
up the cross and embark on the perilous journey to Jerusalem. He conquered

Tripoli, establishing the County of Tripoli, and later became the first Count of

Tripoli.
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The Rise to Power

Under the leadership of the Sons of Saint Gilles, the Latin East experienced a
period of stability and prosperity. They established multiple Crusader states,
including the Principality of Antioch, the County of Edessa, and the Kingdom of
Jerusalem. These states were crucial in maintaining a Christian presence in the
Holy Land.

One of the most renowned members of the dynasty was Baldwin |, who became
the first King of Jerusalem. He led the Kingdom of Jerusalem through tumultuous
times, defending it against various enemies, most notably the Muslim leader
Saladin. Baldwin's reign marked a golden age for the Latin East, fostering a

sense of unity and purpose among the crusaders.

Notable Reigns and Achievements

Each ruler from the Sons of Saint Gilles made significant contributions to the

Latin East, leaving a lasting impact on the region's history:

Baldwin Il

Baldwin Il, the son of Baldwin |, continued his father's legacy and successfully
secured alliances with neighboring powers. His strategic prowess allowed the

Kingdom of Jerusalem to thrive despite constant threats from the Muslim armies.

Raymond Il of Tripoli
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Raymond Il played a crucial role in consolidating the County of Tripoli and
fostering peaceful relations with the Muslim states surrounding it. His diplomacy

skills helped maintain stability in the region.

Raymond lll of Tripoli

Raymond lll was a valiant knight who fought alongside King Louis VIl of France
during the Second Crusade. He skillfully defended the County of Tripoli against

Muslim conquest attempts.

Amalric |

Amalric |, known as Amalric of Lusignan, was not a biological descendant but was
brought into the Sons of Saint Gilles through marriage. He became the second
King of Cyprus and played a vital role in fortifying the island and establishing its

prominence as a regional power.

The Legacy Lives On

The Sons of Saint Gilles were not only exceptional rulers but also patrons of the
arts and architecture. They erected numerous castles, fortifications, and

churches, leaving behind an enduring architectural legacy in the Latin East.

However, the mighty dynasty eventually faced challenges it couldn't overcome.
The rise of Muslim powers, various conflicts among the crusaders, and the loss of
key territories weakened the Sons of Saint Gilles' rule. With the fall of Acre, the

last Crusader stronghold in the Holy Land, the Latin East came to an end in 1291.

Remembering the Heroes

The Sons of Saint Gilles left an indelible mark on the history of the Latin East.
Their unwavering commitment to the ideals of the Crusades ensured that

Christianity maintained a strong presence in the Holy Land for centuries.



Today, we honor their memory by studying and appreciating their remarkable
accomplishments. The tales of their valor and gallantry continue to captivate
enthusiasts of medieval history, reminding us of their significant role in shaping

the world we live in today.
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The county of Tripoli in what is now North Lebanon is arguably the most

neglected of the so-called ‘crusader states’ established in the Middle East at the
beginning of the twelfth century. The present work is the first monograph on the
county to be published in English, and the first in any western language since
1945. What little has been written on the subject previously has focused upon the
European ancestry of the counts of Tripoli: a specifically Southern French
heritage inherited from the famous crusader Raymond IV of Saint-Gilles. Kevin
Lewis argues that past historians have at once exaggerated the political
importance of the counts’ French descent and ignored the more compelling signs
of its cultural impact, highlighting poetry composed by troubadours in Occitan at
Tripoli’s court. For Lewis, however, even this belies a deeper understanding of the
processes that shaped the county. What emerges is an intriguing portrait of the

county in which its rulers struggled to exert their power over Lebanon in the face
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of this region’s insurmountable geographical forces and its sometimes

bewildering, always beguiling diversity of religions, languages and cultures. The

counts of Tripoli and contemporary Muslim onlookers certainly viewed the

dynasty as sons of Saint-Gilles, but the county’s administration relied upon

Arabic, its stability upon the mixed loyalties of its local inhabitants, and its very

existence upon the rugged mountains that cradled it. This book challenges

prevailing knowledge of this little-known crusader state and by extension the

medieval Middle East as a whole.
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