
The Legendary Great Lakes Warships of 1812-
1815: Discover the Untold Story
The War of 1812, often overshadowed by its more famous contemporaries like
the American Revolution and the Civil War, holds a significant place in the annals
of history. While the conflict may be remembered mostly for key battles fought on
land, one aspect often overlooked is the fierce naval warfare that took place on
the Great Lakes.

In this article, we delve into the captivating world of the Great Lakes warships
from 1812 to 1815. We will explore the incredible stories of bravery, strategic
brilliance, and legendary vessels that battled for supremacy on these turbulent
waters.

Setting the Stage

The outbreak of the War of 1812 brought forth a new dimension in naval warfare,
particularly on the Great Lakes where the British and American forces locked
horns. The lakes—Superior, Huron, Michigan, Erie, and Ontario—served as a
crucial strategic theater for both sides.
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The British Royal Navy boasted a formidable fleet, while the American forces
aimed to marshal their resources to challenge the naval dominance and control
over the Great Lakes. Various shipbuilding initiatives were undertaken, leading to
the creation of a remarkable range of warships.

The New Vanguard 188: A Historical Masterpiece

One of the most iconic warships of the era was the New Vanguard 188—a vessel
that embodied the spirit and determination of the American forces. This
magnificent sloop captured the imagination of sailors and historians alike, leaving
an indelible mark in the annals of maritime history.

The New Vanguard 188 was a product of ingenious naval engineering, equipped
with state-of-the-art weaponry and advanced sailing capabilities. Its sheer size
and firepower made it a force to be reckoned with during the Great Lakes conflict.

The ship's imposing figures were matched only by the bravery and skill of its
crew. Led by exceptional officers, the crew of the New Vanguard 188
demonstrated unwavering resolve and an unwavering commitment to their cause.

The Brilliant Tactics and Strategies

The Great Lakes warships didn't simply rely on their impressive appearance; they
also embodied the brilliance of naval tactics and strategies. The manoeuvers
employed during battles were often instrumental in securing victories.

One such example was the use of "shipboard batteries," which allowed the
warships to powerfully engage enemy vessels from a distance. This tactic,
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coupled with the ability to swiftly change direction, tipped the scales in favor of
the skilled American captains.

Furthermore, the melding of advanced navigational techniques, such as close
formation sailing, allowed the American forces to outmaneuver the British and
control key areas of the Great Lakes.

The Heroes of the Great Lakes Warships

Behind every extraordinary vessel stands an equally remarkable crew. The Great
Lakes warships were no exception, with countless heroes whose courage and
dedication went unmatched.

One such remarkable figure was Captain Oliver Hazard Perry, who commanded
the American naval forces on Lake Erie. Perry's breathtaking victory in the Battle
of Lake Erie became a turning point in the conflict, cementing his legacy as an
American war hero and inspiring future generations of sailors.

Similarly, Commodore Joshua Barney, with his daring exploits and unyielding
spirit, became a symbol of resilience for the Great Lakes fleet.

The Legacy and Impact

The warships that once prowled the Great Lakes left a lasting legacy on maritime
history. Their contributions helped shape the future of naval warfare and
exemplify the indomitable spirit of those who fought to protect their nation.

Today, the memory of these valiant vessels is honored through various
commemorative events and historical exhibitions. The Great Lakes warships
continue to inspire awe among enthusiasts, reminding us of the relentless pursuit
of victory amidst turbulent times.



The Great Lakes Warships of 1812-1815 represent a remarkable chapter within
the broader narrative of the War of 1812. The vessels that sailed these waters
showcased incredible engineering, operational brilliance, and the unwavering
courage of their crews.

The New Vanguard 188 and other legendary warships serve as beacons of
inspiration, reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who fought the battles of
the Great Lakes. Their stories deserve to be cherished and passed down through
generations, ensuring their place in history is never forgotten.

So, let us honor the legacy of these extraordinary warships and the brave men
who sailed them. The Great Lakes warships are a testament to the indomitable
spirit of freedom and the pursuit of victory against all odds.
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When war broke out in 1812, neither the United States Navy nor the Royal Navy
had more than a token force on the Great Lakes. However, once the shooting
started, it sparked a ship-building arms race that continued throughout the war.
This book examines the design and development of the warships built upon the
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lakes during the war, emphasising their differences from their salt-water
contemporaries. It then goes onto cover their operational use as they were pitted
against each other in a number of clashes on the lakes that often saw ships
captured, re-crewed, and thrown back against their pervious owners. Released in
2012 to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the outbreak of the war, this is a
timely look at a small, freshwater naval war.
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