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Building a ship is no small feat. It requires careful planning, precision
craftsmanship, and a deep understanding of various construction techniques.
One such technique that has gained significant popularity among boat builders is

the combination of lapstrake, carvel, stitch and glue, and strip planked methods.
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The Beauty of Lapstrake

Lapstrake, also known as clinker-built, is an ancient boat building technique
where the hull planks overlap each other. This method provides incredible
strength and durability to the vessel. Additionally, lapstrake boats are known for
their beautiful appearance, with the overlapping planks creating an eye-catching

pattern. This technique is commonly used in traditional wooden boat construction.
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Why Choose Carvel Construction?

Carvel construction, on the other hand, involves attaching planks edge-to-edge
without overlapping. This technique results in a smooth and fair hull, making it a
popular choice for modern boat building. With carvel construction, the planks are
generally fastened with copper rivets and roves or screws and adhesives. This

method allows for precise shaping and provides a clean finish.
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Exploring Stitch and Glue Method

The stitch and glue method is a modern approach where plywood panels are
stitched together using copper wires or nylon straps, creating the hull's shape.
Afterward, the seams are reinforced using epoxy glue, ensuring a strong bond.
This technique is popular among amateur boat builders due to its simplicity and

cost-effectiveness.

Strip Planked - Combining Tradition and Modernity

Strip planked construction is a technique that involves gluing narrow strips of
wood together over a mold or frame. This method combines the advantages of
both traditional and modern boat building. The narrow strips provide strength and
flexibility, while the glue ensures a durable and watertight hull. Strip planking is

widely used in both small and large boat construction.

Building Your Dream Ship

Combining these techniques allows builders to create unique and customized
ships that meet their specific requirements. For example, you can utilize the
lapstrake method for a traditional appearance and ruggedness on the exterior,
while using the carvel construction for a smooth and fair interior. The stitch and
glue method can be employed for quick and easy assembly of certain parts, and

strip planking can provide exceptional strength in critical areas.

Choosing the Right Technique for Your Project

When selecting a boat building technique, it's important to consider factors such
as the intended use of the vessel, your level of expertise, available resources,
and desired aesthetics. Each method has its own advantages and challenges, so
thorough research and consultation with experienced boat builders are

necessary.



Building a ship using a combination of lapstrake, carvel, stitch and glue, and strip
planked techniques is a rewarding and exciting endeavor. It allows you to create
a vessel that is not only functional and reliable but also visually appealing.
Whether you're a seasoned boat builder or a beginner, exploring and
experimenting with these methods will undoubtedly lead to a remarkable ship that

you can be proud of.
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Learn the Ins and Outs of Building Lapstrake, Carvel, Stitch-and-Glue, Strip-
Planked, and Other Wooden Boats

Whether you are contemplating your first-ever boatbuilding project or trying to
decide what design you'd like to build next, Greg Rossel can help. Here's just a

glimpse of what's inside this complete overview of wooden boatbuilding:
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= How rowing, sailing, paddling, and powerboat designs perform, and how they

compare in cost, time, and necessary skills for building

» How wooden boats are built, including the pros and cons of carvel, lapstrake,

dory lap, stitch and glue, strip plank, and other methods
= How to choose the best boat and building method for your next project

» How to loft a hull, steam bend frames, scarf a joint, cut a rabbet, laminate

stems, and spile planks
= How to take the lines off an old classic whose plans have been lost

» How to make oars, spars, coamings, knees, gaff jaws, cleats, and more

Greg Rdssel writes with warmth, wit, and an engaging style. The Boatbuilder's
Apprentice is a must guide for anyone planning or even dreaming about building

a wooden boat.

“Greg Rossel is a Renaissance man. While there are many talented boatbuilders
in the world, only a handful are also good teachers. Even fewer can write or
illustrate effectively. Yet this author is highly skilled in each of these areas. . . .
The Boatbuilder's Apprentice is a successful blend of technique and wisdom, and

is, | believe, destined to become a classic.”-Karen Wales, WoodenBoat Review
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