
The Great War Spanish Influenza And The
Truth About Billy Detwiler
The Great War, also known as World War I, was one of the deadliest conflicts in
history. It lasted from 1914 to 1918 and had a profound impact on the world. But
amidst the chaos and destruction, another deadly invisible enemy emerged - the
Spanish Influenza. This deadly pandemic claimed millions of lives and left a
lasting impact on the course of history.

One man who was caught in the midst of these two devastating events was Billy
Detwiler, a young soldier from a small town in Alabama. His story is as intriguing
as it is mysterious, and it sheds a new light on the truth about the Spanish
Influenza and its connection to the Great War.

The Great War: A Prelude to Disaster

The events leading up to the outbreak of the Great War were complex and
intertwined with imperial ambitions and tensions among European powers. With
the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne, by a Serbian nationalist, a chain reaction of alliances and declarations of
war unfolded, engulfing countries from all over the world.
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Billy Detwiler was just a teenager when he joined the armed forces, driven by a
sense of duty and patriotism. Little did he know what horrors awaited him on the
battlefields. He witnessed the bloodshed and destruction firsthand, fighting in
some of the most infamous battles of the war, such as the Battle of Verdun and
the Battle of the Somme.

The Spanish Influenza: A Silent Killer

As the Great War raged on, a deadly pandemic began to spread, claiming the
lives of millions. The Spanish Influenza, also known as the "1918 flu pandemic,"
infected one-third of the world's population and killed an estimated 50 million
people worldwide. Despite its name, the Spanish Influenza did not originate in
Spain, but its effects were felt worldwide.

Billy Detwiler survived the horrors of the battlefield, but he could not escape the
wrath of the Spanish Influenza. It swept through the military camps and trenches,
infecting soldiers and spreading rapidly with devastating consequences. Detwiler
fell gravely ill, and his survival seemed unlikely.

The Truth about Billy Detwiler

Throughout his life, Billy Detwiler remained tight-lipped about his experiences
during the Great War and the Spanish Influenza. However, after his passing, his
descendants discovered a collection of letters and journals hidden away in an old
trunk, shedding light on his extraordinary story.
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Detwiler's writings revealed not only the horrors of war and the devastation
caused by the Spanish Influenza but also the resilience of the human spirit and
the triumph of hope over despair. His vivid descriptions of the battlefield, the
anguish of losing comrades, and his own battle with the deadly virus paint a
haunting picture of the time.

These newly found documents challenged many prevailing beliefs about the
Spanish Influenza, including its origins and the true extent of its impact. Detwiler's
accounts suggest that the virus not only affected soldiers but also civilians and
spread far beyond the trenches and military camps.

The Legacy of Detwiler's Story

The truth about Billy Detwiler and his experiences during the Great War and the
Spanish Influenza shines a light on a lesser-known aspect of these historical
events. His story brings a human element to the statistics and offers a glimpse
into the lives of those who lived through these tumultuous times.

Detwiler's accounts also serve as a reminder of the resilience and strength of the
human spirit in the face of unimaginable adversity. His survival and his eventual
recovery from the Spanish Influenza serve as a testament to the power of hope
and the will to live.

Today, as the world faces another pandemic with the outbreak of COVID-19,
Detwiler's story serves as a reminder of the importance of understanding the
past. By delving into the truth about the Spanish Influenza and the Great War, we
can learn valuable lessons that can help us navigate these challenging times.

The Great War and the Spanish Influenza were two cataclysmic events that
shaped the course of history. Billy Detwiler's story brings a fresh perspective to
these events and challenges conventional wisdom. By understanding the truth



about the Spanish Influenza and its connection to the Great War, we can gain a
deeper understanding of our shared history and the resilience of the human spirit.

Pharmacy Girl: The Great War, Spanish Influenza,
and the Truth about Billy Detwiler
by Kate Szegda(Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4874 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 312 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

Award-winning story of hope and survival
Before COVID there was Spanish influenza. In 1918 there were masks. Schools,
restaurants, and even churches closed. A nation at war curtailed the draft. One in
four Americans stricken, and an estimated 675,000 Americans dead. All because
of a deadly germ carried on a puff of air. But there were no effective vaccines. No
ventilators. No medicines to stop a virus. And a war to win.

Everyone likes Josie, except the spoiled and arrogant Billy Detwiler. He calls her
Pharmacy Girl, but it is no compliment. As the hazy days of September 1918 drift
into the deadly autumn of Spanish influenza, Josie’s everyday problems of school
and friends, even the war effort at home, become insignificant when her mother
comes down with the flu. But Josie is no slacker. She faces Billy in a class
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election, raises money for the Liberty Loan, and steps up to help her family when
the pandemic strikes home.

2021-2022 California Teachers' Association, California Reads selection
2021 Readers' Favorite International Book Award Finalist, Children's Pre-teen
Fiction
2020 National Federation of Press Women 2nd Place Award for Children’s Fiction
2020 Delaware Press Association Award for Children’s Fiction
2020 American Book Fest, Best Book Awards, Finalist, Children's Fiction
2019 Moonbeam Children’s Fiction Silver Medal for Pre-teen Historical/Cultural
Fiction
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