
The External Dimension Of The EU Policy
Against Trafficking In Human Beings: Tackling
a Global Crisis
Human trafficking is a heinous crime that plagues societies across the globe,
exploiting vulnerable individuals for various forms of forced labor, sexual
exploitation, and organ trafficking. It has become one of the most lucrative illegal
trades, generating billions of dollars in profit each year. Recognizing the urgency
of addressing this crisis, the European Union (EU) has taken a proactive stance
in combating human trafficking both domestically and internationally. In this
article, we delve into the external dimension of the EU policy against trafficking in
human beings, exploring the measures and strategies employed to tackle this
global menace head-on.

The Magnitude of the Problem

Human trafficking knows no borders, affecting every region in the world.
According to the International Labour Organization (ILO),an estimated 25 million
people are victims of trafficking, with women and children comprising the majority.
The profits garnered from this illicit trade rival those of major global industries,
making it imperative for the international community to pool its resources and
efforts to combat this transnational crime.

The EU's Comprehensive Approach

Recognizing the complexities of human trafficking, the EU has adopted a
comprehensive approach that focuses not only on prevention and prosecution but
also on protection and partnerships. The EU's External Strategy for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings outlines a multi-dimensional framework that



leverages international cooperation, addresses root causes, and provides support
to victims.
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International Partnerships

Transnational crime requires cross-border collaboration, and the EU has actively
engaged in forging partnerships with countries outside its borders to combat
human trafficking collectively. By establishing dialogues, sharing intelligence,
promoting information exchange, and providing technical assistance, the EU aims
to strengthen global efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings.

Addressing Root Causes

The EU recognizes that tackling human trafficking requires addressing the
underlying factors that fuel its occurrence. Poverty, lack of education, conflict and
human rights abuses, and gender inequality are among the root causes that
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make individuals vulnerable to exploitation. Through development aid programs,
the EU aims to target these issues, improving living conditions and promoting
opportunities for vulnerable populations, thereby reducing their susceptibility to
trafficking.

Protection and Support for Victims

The EU places significant emphasis on victim protection and support,
acknowledging the traumatic experiences individuals face and the crucial role
they play in bringing traffickers to justice. The EU's strategy ensures that victims
receive adequate assistance, such as medical and psychosocial support, legal
aid, and safe accommodation. Furthermore, the EU supports initiatives aimed at
empowering victims, such as vocational training and reintegration programs,
enabling them to rebuild their lives and escape the cycle of exploitation.

EU Policies and Instruments

Underpinning the EU's external dimension against human trafficking are various
policies, instruments, and initiatives that strengthen its response to this global
issue. Let's explore some of the key measures employed by the EU to combat
human trafficking:

The European Commission's Anti-Trafficking Action Plan

The European Commission's Anti-Trafficking Action Plan sets out concrete
actions to prevent human trafficking, prosecute traffickers, protect victims, and
promote coordination and cooperation among EU member states. The Action
Plan outlines targeted measures, such as improving data collection and analysis,
enhancing victim identification, and promoting effective law enforcement and
judicial cooperation.

The EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator



Recognizing the need for effective coordination and oversight, the EU has
appointed an Anti-Trafficking Coordinator responsible for facilitating cooperation
among EU member states, monitoring the implementation of anti-trafficking
policies, and promoting best practices. The Coordinator acts as a central point of
contact for all stakeholders involved in combating human trafficking, ensuring a
cohesive and integrated approach.

The Blue Heart Campaign

The Blue Heart Campaign, initiated by the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) and supported by the EU, aims to raise awareness about human
trafficking and generate public support for preventive measures and victim
support. The campaign utilizes the blue heart symbol as a global symbol against
human trafficking, emphasizing the importance of collective action in eradicating
this crime.

The European Institute for Gender Equality

Gender plays a significant role in human trafficking, with women and girls
disproportionately affected by this crime. The European Institute for Gender
Equality (EIGE) actively contributes to EU policies by providing expertise on
gender issues, including the gender aspects of trafficking in human beings. By
incorporating a gender perspective in its approach, the EU aims to ensure that
victims receive tailored support and protection, accounting for their specific needs
and vulnerabilities.

Challenges and Future Directions

Despite the EU's continuous efforts, human trafficking remains an immense
challenge with ever-evolving patterns and techniques employed by traffickers.
Resolving this crisis requires sustained commitment, enhanced international
cooperation, and a proactive approach in adapting to emerging threats.



Looking ahead, the EU intends to further strengthen its partnerships with
countries of origin, transit, and destination, prioritize victim-centered approaches,
and improve victim identification processes. Additionally, the EU aims to enhance
data collection and improve evidence-based policymaking to ensure a
comprehensive response to human trafficking.

The external dimension of the EU policy against trafficking in human beings
encompasses a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach that reflects the
magnitude and complexity of this global issue. By forging international
partnerships, addressing root causes, and promoting victim protection and
support, the EU is at the forefront of the fight against human trafficking. As the EU
continues to refine and intensify its strategies, it sets a significant example for the
international community, urging collective action to eradicate modern-day slavery
and restore dignity to its victims.
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This book explores the external dimension of the ambitious EU policy on human
trafficking. Through this policy the EU institutions and Member States promote
the eradication of human trafficking and support, to that end, cooperation with
their partners, being third States or international organisations.

Analysing the unilateral and multilateral mechanisms the EU uses to achieve
these aims, the book questions whether the EU's external response to human
trafficking addresses it in all its dimensions, and whether it does so in a coherent
way. As a case study, the book explores the cooperation of the EU with countries
of the Western Balkans, which constitutes a specific unilateral mechanism. The
analysis of the multilateral mechanisms covers the cooperation of the EU with key
international and regional organisations combating human trafficking, including
but not limited to the Council of Europe or the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime.

The book also examines the impact of the evolution of migration flows and the
increasing reliance of military tools on the EU's response to human trafficking.
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