
The Essential Guide To Selecting, Interpreting,
Producing, And Directing Shakespeare
Shakespeare, the legendary playwright, is renowned for his timeless works that
continue to captivate audiences worldwide. His plays cover a wide range of
genres, from tragedies like Hamlet and Romeo and Juliet to comedies like A
Midsummer Night's Dream and Much Ado About Nothing. For directors and
producers, the task of selecting, interpreting, producing, and directing
Shakespearean plays can be both exciting and challenging. This comprehensive
guide aims to provide valuable insights and advice for anyone embarking on this
artistic journey.

Selecting the Right Shakespearean Play

When selecting a Shakespearean play to produce or direct, several factors come
into play. First and foremost, consider your target audience and the type of
experience you wish to provide. Different plays evoke different emotions and
themes, so it's important to choose one that aligns with your vision. Do you want
to transport your audience to a romantic world of star-crossed lovers or immerse
them in a realm of treachery and political intrigue?

Additionally, consider the availability of resources, such as budget, cast, and
production capabilities. Some plays require elaborate sets, numerous actors, and
intricate costumes, while others can be scaled down for smaller productions.
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Remember that Shakespeare's works are timeless and can be adapted to various
settings and time periods. This flexibility allows for creative interpretation while
retaining the essence of the original text. Just ensure that any modifications made
remain respectful to the integrity of the play.

Interpreting Shakespeare's Text

Interpreting Shakespeare's text is a delicate task that requires a deep
understanding of the language and context. The language used in his plays can
be challenging for modern audiences, but do not let it discourage you. Take the
time to study the text, as it is full of rich metaphors, wordplay, and poetic devices
that bring his characters to life.

One approach to interpreting Shakespeare is to focus on the characters and their
motivations. Analyze their actions, emotions, and relationships to gain insight into
their motivations, conflicts, and overall arcs. This understanding will guide the
director's vision and allow actors to fully embody their characters.

Another approach is to consider the historical and social context in which the play
was written. Shakespeare often incorporated political, social, and cultural themes,
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and understanding these can provide valuable insights into the motivations of his
characters and the overall message of the play.

Producing a Shakespearean Play

Producing a Shakespearean play involves managing multiple aspects, including
casting, rehearsals, set design, costumes, props, and marketing. It is crucial to
assemble a diverse and talented cast who are capable of delivering
Shakespeare's language with conviction and clarity.

Rehearsals should focus on both individual character development and ensemble
chemistry. Encourage open dialogue and collaborative exploration of the text,
allowing actors to experiment and discover new layers of meaning within the play.

Set design and costumes should complement the director's vision while also
ensuring practicality and functionality. Whether you choose a traditional
Elizabethan setting or a modern adaptation, the design elements should enhance
the overall experience for the audience.

Marketing plays a critical role in building awareness and attracting an audience to
a Shakespearean production. Engage with local theater communities, promote
through digital channels, and consider hosting educational workshops or pre-
show discussions to generate excitement and interest.

Directing a Shakespearean Play

Directing a Shakespearean play involves bringing together all the production
elements while guiding the cast and crew towards a cohesive vision. As a
director, you must have a clear understanding of the play's themes, character
dynamics, and intended emotional impact.



Communication is key in directing Shakespeare. Work closely with actors to help
them deliver the text naturally, with emphasis on clarity and comprehension.
Encourage exploration, experimentation, and the discovery of new layers of
meaning as they develop their characters.

Additionally, consider the visual storytelling aspects of the play. Utilize blocking,
staging, and lighting to enhance dramatic moments and create visually striking
tableaus that engage the audience.

Remember that Shakespeare's plays offer endless possibilities for interpretation.
Don't be afraid to take risks, challenge conventions, and infuse your own unique
creative vision into the production. Shakespeare himself was an innovator who
pushed the boundaries of his time, so let his spirit inspire you to do the same.

The Immortal Legacy

Shakespeare's works have stood the test of time, captivating audiences for
centuries. Their universal themes, complex characters, and poetic language
continue to resonate with people of all ages and backgrounds.

By carefully selecting, interpreting, producing, and directing Shakespearean
plays, you have the opportunity to connect with audiences on a profound level.
Embrace this responsibility, and let the magic of Shakespeare's words transport
your audience to worlds filled with love, tragedy, comedy, and everything in
between.
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From auditions and rehearsals to publicity, this guide leads even inexperienced
directors, producers, choreographers and actors through the complicated and
sometimes fearsome task of staking Shakespeare. Comprehensive information is
presented in a browsable format including historical background of the Elizabeth
period, descriptions of major plays, a glossary of terms, suggestions for modern
interpretations, step-by-step instruction for choreographing fight scenes, and a full
treatment of Romeo & Juliet
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