
The Dramatic Evolution of Fiji: Exploring
Contemporary History
From political upheavals to social transformations, the vibrant archipelago of Fiji
in the South Pacific has witnessed a tumultuous contemporary history filled with
intriguing narratives. Over the years, the islands have undergone significant
changes, grasping the attention of global audiences. Join us on a riveting journey
through Fiji's dramatic evolution and explore the multiple dimensions that shape
its vibrant society today.

The Roots of Fiji's Political Drama

Fiji's contemporary history began with British colonialism, leaving an indelible
mark on the islands' political landscape. However, the islands gained
independence in 1970, marking a new chapter where the country's destiny was in
the hands of its own people. Political tensions and ethnic conflicts have often
been at the center of Fiji's drama, culminating in a series of coup d'états that have
shaped the nation's political identity.

One of the most infamous coups took place in 1987, where Lieutenant Colonel
Sitiveni Rabuka forcibly took control and established a military government,
triggering political unrest and upheaval. Such events had a profound impact on
Fiji's international reputation and domestic stability.
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The Impact of Ethnic Divisions

At the heart of Fiji's political and social drama has been the complex issue of
ethnic divisions. The largest communities on the island include Indigenous Fijians
and Indo-Fijians, descendants of Indian laborers brought over during the colonial
era. These communities have experienced tensions and conflicts resulting from
differing cultural traditions, political aspirations, and land ownership concerns.

The politics of ethnic identity has played a significant role in shaping Fiji's history.
The legacy of these divisions can still be felt today, as debates over land rights,
affirmative actions, and political representation continue to be key issues
influencing the nation's future.

A Contemporary Melting Pot

Despite the challenges and conflicts, Fiji thrives as an ethnic melting pot where
diverse cultures coexist. The contemporary history of Fiji cannot be understood
without acknowledging the rich multicultural tapestry that defines the islands.
Festivals such as Diwali, Eid, and Holi are celebrated alongside traditional Fijian
ceremonies, showcasing a harmonious blend of customs and traditions.
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The tourism industry has played a significant role in shaping the contemporary
identity of Fiji. The islands' breathtaking beaches, lush rainforests, and vibrant
coral reefs attract visitors from around the world. These tourists not only
contribute to the country's economy but also influence its cultural landscape,
introducing new ideas and fostering cultural exchange.

The Quest for Democracy

Amidst the political turmoil, Fiji has been on a quest for stable democracy. After a
period of military rule and international scrutiny, the country embarked on a
journey towards constitutional reform. In 2013, Fiji conducted elections that were
considered a milestone in its political history, leading to the establishment of a
democratic government.

Maintaining a delicate balance between political stability and accommodating
diverse ethnic groups remains an ongoing challenge. However, the commitment
to democratic principles, coupled with societal resilience, has paved the way for
cautious optimism regarding Fiji's future.

Fiji's Contemporary History: Lessons Learned

The drama of Fiji's contemporary history offers valuable insights into the
complexities of societal transformation. It reminds us of the significance of
inclusive governance, cultural harmony, and the importance of addressing
historical grievances.

The lessons learned from Fiji's experience serve as a universal reminder that
progress is not always linear, and each society has its unique journey to navigate.
Through understanding and acknowledging Fiji's dramatic evolution, we can gain
a broader perspective on the challenges faced by many nations in their pursuit of
a better future.



Fiji's contemporary history is as captivating as its stunning natural beauty. The
drama that has unfolded across the islands reflects the struggles, triumphs, and
resilience of its people. From political power shifts to ethnic conflicts, Fiji's journey
towards stability and harmony continues to captivate the world's attention.

Intrigued by Fiji's mesmerizing narrative? Embark on your own journey and
immerse yourself in the cultural richness and turbulent history of this enchanting
archipelago.

Drama Of Fiji: A Contemporary History
by Winston Groom(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4216 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 213 pages

This history of Fiji focuses on the period of Imperial British control and offers a
fascinating glimpse at a unique and volatile situation.

The drama unfolds with a look into the backgrounds of the native Fijians--
subsistence farmers most of whom are hardly affected by modern progress.
Complications arise with the of the Indian migrants who were recruited to serve
periods of indenture on sugar cane plantations. Nearly all of them were Hindus.
They yearned for land--the most valuable property in India. The plot further
thickens with the "dual government" set-up where a governor, appointed by the
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Queen, works side by side with the Fijian Administration which has jurisdiction
over all Fijians in the Colony.

The Drama of Fiji is based on three periods of fieldwork in those islands at
intervals over a period of 23 years, visit to northern India, and relevant literature.
The last visit to Fiji, in 1960, was part of a large project in the South Pacific, made
possible by a combined grant-in-aid of research, given by the Association of
American Geographers and the Graduate School of the University of Cincinnati,
the latter of which awarded a subvention to the author for this book.
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