
The Defeat of ISIS, the Fall of the Kurds, and
the Conflict with Iran: Unraveling the
Complexities of the Middle East
In recent years, the region of the Middle East has been plagued by the rise of
extremism and the subsequent battles fought by various nations against the
terrorist group ISIS. The fight against ISIS has not only led to significant
geopolitical shifts but has also caused the fall of the Kurds, and intensified
conflicts with Iran. Understanding the interplay of these events is crucial in
comprehending the complex situation in the region.

The Rise and Defeat of ISIS

In the wake of the Arab Spring and the power vacuum left by continuous conflicts
in Iraq and Syria, ISIS emerged as a formidable force. Its rapid rise to power was
fueled by sectarian tensions, territorial ambitions, and sophisticated recruitment
strategies targeting disaffected individuals worldwide. The group's ability to
establish a self-declared caliphate across vast territories brought about a new era
of terror in the region.

However, a united front composed of various nations, including the United States,
European countries, and regional powers such as Iraq, Syria, and Iran, launched
a series of military offensives against ISIS. The coalition's tireless efforts,
combined with increasing public awareness and counter-terrorism operations,
eventually led to the group's downfall. This significant defeat of ISIS marked a
turning point in the region's fight against extremism.
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The Fall of the Kurds

The rise and subsequent defeat of ISIS had profound implications for the Kurdish
people, who played a substantial role in battling the terrorist group. The Kurds, an
ethnic group spread across several countries in the region, fought courageously
against ISIS and became a vital ally of the international coalition.

However, as ISIS weakened, regional dynamics shifted, leading to a series of
conflicts and power struggles. The Kurdish dream of an independent state was
shattered when neighboring nations, such as Turkey and Iran, expressed strong
opposition to the idea. The Kurds, left without sufficient support, faced a
devastating setback. Their lost territories and weakened position left them
vulnerable to the resurgence of tensions with Turkey, exacerbating an already
volatile situation in the region.

The Conflict with Iran

While the defeat of ISIS brought a temporary sense of relief, it also intensified
existing conflicts, particularly the confrontation with Iran. Iran, a nation with
regional ambitions and significant influence over non-state actors, threatened the
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existing power balance in the Middle East. Its support for proxy groups, such as
Hezbollah, fueled sectarian tensions, while its nuclear ambitions raised concerns
among neighboring countries and the international community.

The conflict with Iran is multifaceted, intertwining political, religious, and economic
motivations. Regional powers, such as Saudi Arabia and Israel, perceive Iran as
a threat to their national security and interests. The ongoing struggle for regional
dominance between Iran and Saudi Arabia has created a proxy war dynamic in
countries like Yemen, Bahrain, and Syria. In addition, Iran's perceived
encroachment in Iraq further exacerbates the already complex situation.

The Path Towards Stability

As the region continues to grapple with the aftermath of ISIS's defeat, the fall of
the Kurds, and the conflict with Iran, finding a path towards stability is imperative.
Addressing the root causes of extremism, promoting inclusive governance, and
encouraging regional cooperation are essential steps. Furthermore, dialogue and
diplomatic efforts should be pursued to alleviate tensions and prevent further
escalation.

The international community must also play a pivotal role in supporting nations
affected by these challenges. Providing economic aid, humanitarian assistance,
and working towards a comprehensive and sustainable solution will contribute to
lasting peace in the Middle East.

The defeat of ISIS, the fall of the Kurds, and the conflict with Iran have had far-
reaching consequences in the Middle East. Understanding the complexities of
these issues is crucial in navigating the region's future and fostering stability. By
comprehending the interplay of various factors and promoting cooperation, the



international community can contribute to a more peaceful and prosperous Middle
East, free from the shadow of extremism and conflict.
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Is the fall of ISIS the end of the perpetual war in the Middle East?

In this urgent and timely book, Patrick Cockburn writes the first draft of the history
of the current crisis in the Middle East. Here he charts the period from the
recapture of Mosul in 2017 to Turkey’s attack on Kurdish territory in November
2019, and recounts the new phase in the wars of disintegration that have plagued
the region. The ground battle with the caliphate is perhaps over, but was this the
end of the conflict that has scarred these nations for decades?

Cockburn offers panoramic on-the-ground analysis as well as a lifetime’s study of
the region. And here he shows how peace appears a distant possibility with the
continuation of conflict in Syria, Saudi Arabia’s violent intervention in the Yemen,
riots in Baghdad and Tehran. At the same time, the rising aggression between
Israel and Iran, the raising of stakes between the US, Russia and Turkey, shows
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that this remains the theatre of the proxy wars of the world’s superpowers. Has
Trump abandoned the area for good, leaving a vacuum for others—Putin,
Erdogan, Mohammed Bin Saud—to fill? He also looks at what might happen to
the Islamic State: will it disappear now that it has lost its territory or emerge in a
new form and with renewed violence?
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