
The City of Light Under German Occupation
1940-1944

During the dark days of World War II, the beautiful city of Paris, known as the City
of Light, experienced a dramatic shift in its identity. From 1940 to 1944, Paris fell
under German occupation, and its inhabitants witnessed both the glory and the
agony of living in a city torn apart by war.

The German occupation of Paris began on June 14, 1940, just six weeks after the
fall of France. The Nazis swiftly took control, and a new era commenced, marked
by fear, oppression, and the loss of individual freedoms. The city's iconic
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landmarks, such as the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre, became symbols of German
dominance, casting a long shadow over the city's cultural heritage.
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Life under German rule in Paris was characterized by scarcity, curfews, and strict
regulations. Food shortages were a constant struggle, resulting in long queues
outside bakeries and rationing of basic provisions. Parisians had to adapt to a
new way of life, where every aspect of their daily routine was tightly controlled
and monitored.

The German occupiers sought to erase Parisian identity and replace it with their
own Nazi ideology. They enforced the Vichy government's collaborationist
policies, which included the persecution and deportation of Jews. Many Jewish
families were torn apart, their businesses confiscated, and their lives changed
forever. The haunting memory of the Vel' d'Hiv Roundup, where over 13,000
Jews were arrested and sent to concentration camps, still lingers in the hearts of
Parisians to this day.
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Resistance against the German occupation was born out of bravery and defiance.
Despite the risks, the French resistance fighters organized acts of sabotage,
intelligence gathering, and clandestine operations to undermine the German
regime. Underground newspapers, such as "Combat" and "Libération," played a
crucial role in spreading information and boosting morale. The French spirit of
resilience bloomed even amidst the darkest of times.

The liberation of Paris in August 1944 marked the end of a painful chapter in the
city's history. As the Allied forces advanced, Parisians bravely took to the streets,
fighting alongside the French resistance to expel the German forces. The iconic
image of General Charles de Gaulle marching through the Champs-Élysées,
waving the French flag, remains etched in the collective memory of the city.

Today, the scars of German occupation still remain visible in Paris. Bullet holes
can be found on some buildings, serving as a constant reminder of the struggle
that took place. Museums and memorial sites, such as the Musée de l'Armée and
the Mémorial de la Shoah, stand as powerful tributes to the resilience and
bravery of the Parisians who endured those dark years.

Paris emerged from the shadows of war, rebuilding and reclaiming its status as
the City of Light. The grandeur of its architecture, the vibrancy of its artistic scene,
and the joie de vivre of its inhabitants continue to captivate visitors from around
the world.

, the city of Paris experienced an indescribable transformation during the German
occupation from 1940 to 1944. The pain and suffering endured by its residents,
the acts of resistance, and the eventual liberation paint a vivid picture of a city
determined to preserve its identity and rise from the ashes. The story of the City
of Light under German occupation is a testament to the strength of the human
spirit and a reminder of the importance of never forgetting the lessons of the past.
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The spellbinding and revealing chronicle of Nazi-occupied Paris.

On June 14, 1940, German tanks entered a silent and nearly deserted Paris.
Eight days later, France accepted a humiliating defeat and foreign occupation.
Subsequently, an eerie sense of normalcy settled over the City of Light. Many
Parisians keenly adapted themselves to the situation-even allied themselves with
their Nazi overlords.

At the same time, amidst this darkening gloom of German ruthlessness,
shortages, and curfews, a resistance arose. Parisians of all stripes -- Jews,
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immigrants, adolescents, communists, rightists, cultural icons such as Colette, de
Beauvoir, Camus and Sartre, as well as police officers, teachers, students, and
store owners -- rallied around a little known French military officer, Charles de
Gaulle.

When Paris Went Dark evokes with stunning precision the detail of daily life in a
city under occupation, and the brave people who fought against the darkness.
Relying on a range of resources -- memoirs, diaries, letters, archives, interviews,
personal histories, flyers and posters, fiction, photographs, film and historical
studies -- Rosbottom has forged a groundbreaking book that will forever influence
how we understand those dark years in the City of Light.
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