The Chilling Truth Behind the Massacre at
Mountain Meadows: How Brigham Young's
Order Led to Heart-Wrenching Carnage

Throughout history, there have been countless examples of man's inhumanity
towards one another. One such chilling incident occurred at Mountain Meadows
in Utah, where a horrific massacre took place in 1857. What makes this tragedy
even more unsettling is the alleged involvement of Brigham Young, the prominent
leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This article aims to
delve into the harrowing events of the Mountain Meadows Massacre, shed light
on Young's alleged role, and explore the aftermath that forever stained the pages

of American history.

The Setting: Mountain Meadows

In the 1850s, Utah was a territory in the western United States primarily
populated by Mormons who had migrated under Young's guidance. In September
1857, a group of emigrants, known as the Fancher Party, passed through
Mountain Meadows on their way to California. This picturesque location,
surrounded by peaceful meadows and rocky hills, would soon become the site of

unimaginable horror.
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As the Fancher Party made their way through Mountain Meadows, tensions rose

between the party

and local Mormon settlers. Rumors of the emigrants'

aggressive behavior towards Mormons reached the ears of Brigham Young, who

allegedly felt threatened and feared an invasion by the US government. Seizing

the opportunity, Young purportedly ordered a brutal massacre as a means to

protect his people.
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On September 7, 1857, a planned attack was executed by local Mormons in
conjunction with Native American tribes. The emigrants' camp was surrounded,
and a standoff ensued for several days. Eventually, the attackers, disguised as
Native Americans, lured the emigrants out with a false truce offer only to launch a
gruesome surprise attack. Men, women, and children were mercilessly

slaughtered, and only a handful of young children were spared.
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MASSACRE

AT MOUNTAIN MEADOWS

The Alleged Involvement of Brigham Young

While Brigham Young may not have been physically present at Mountain
Meadows during the massacre, several pieces of evidence suggest his complicity
and potential direct involvement. Young's rhetoric, statements from survivors, and
various documents point to his knowledge and potentially ordered participation in
the attack. However, it remains a controversial topic, with some defending

Young's innocence or ignorance of the events that unfolded.
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The Aftermath and Ongoing Controversy

As news of the massacre spread, public outrage erupted across the nation. An
investigation was initiated, but justice remained elusive for many years.
Numerous accounts were given, testimonies conflicted, and those responsible
sought to cover their tracks. Eventually, a few low-ranking Mormons were
arrested and tried, but inconsistencies and lack of conclusive evidence prevented

a comprehensive conviction.

Controversy still surrounds the massacre and the alleged involvement of Brigham
Young. Historians, religious scholars, and descendants of the victims continue to

debate the extent of Young's participation and whether he was solely responsible
for the tragedy. The Mountain Meadows Massacre remains a haunting stain on

the legacy of Brigham Young and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The Mountain Meadows Massacre stands as a chilling reminder of the darkest
corners of human nature and the potential consequences of blind adherence to
authority. Whether Brigham Young's involvement will ever be definitively proven
remains uncertain, but the haunting memory of the massacre remains forever
etched in history. It serves as a solemn reminder that no matter how revered a
leader may be, we must always question and hold them accountable for their

actions.
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The massacre at Mountain Meadows on September 11, 1857, was the single
most violent attack on a wagon train in the thirty-year history of the Oregon and
California trails. Yet it has been all but forgotten. Will Bagley’s Blood of the
Prophets is an award-winning, riveting account of the attack on the Baker-
Fancher wagon train by Mormons in the local militia and a few Paiute Indians.
Based on extensive investigation of the events surrounding the murder of over
120 men, women, and children, and drawing from a wealth of primary sources,
Bagley explains how the murders occurred, reveals the involvement of territorial
governor Brigham Young, and explores the subsequent suppression and

distortion of events related to the massacre by the Mormon Church and others.
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