
The Carrier Aviators Who Avenged Pearl
Harbor At The Battle Of Midway
On December 7, 1941, the United States of America was suddenly thrust into
World War II as Japanese forces attacked the naval base at Pearl Harbor in
Hawaii. The surprise attack resulted in the destruction of several American
battleships, aircraft, and sadly, the loss of many lives. The nation mourned, and a
call for revenge echoed throughout the country.

Just six months after the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, a pivotal battle took
place in the Pacific that would forever change the course of the war. The Battle of
Midway unfolded from June 4-7, 1942, and it was the first major victory for the
United States against Japan.

Preparation and Intelligence

Leading up to the Battle of Midway, U.S. Navy carriers were critical in gathering
intelligence on Japanese movements. They relied heavily on their aircraft to
conduct reconnaissance missions, scout enemy positions, and analyze enemy
intentions. The carriers were the eyes and ears of the fleet.
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One of the key figures in preparing for the battle was Admiral Chester W. Nimitz,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet. He carefully studied the intelligence
reports and pieced together a plan to counter the Japanese offensive. Central to
this plan was the element of surprise, a strategy the enemy had employed so
effectively at Pearl Harbor.

The Avenger Takes Flight

The aviators who would avenge Pearl Harbor at the Battle of Midway were
trained for months, honing their skills, and preparing for the dangerous task
ahead. Among these aviators were the brave pilots flying the Douglas TBD
Devastator and the Grumman F4F Wildcat.

The Douglas TBD Devastator was considered a state-of-the-art torpedo bomber,
designed for long-range strikes against ships. However, it soon became apparent
that the Devastator had significant flaws, making it vulnerable to enemy fire.
During the Battle of Midway, many Devastators were lost, but their contribution
should not be forgotten. Their sacrifice provided valuable diversion and allowed
other planes to strike Japanese carriers.

The Grumman F4F Wildcat, on the other hand, was known for its durability and
ability to withstand enemy attacks. Its pilots engaged in fierce dogfights with
Japanese Zero fighters, showcasing their exceptional skill and bravery. Though
outnumbered, the Wildcat pilots fought with unmatched determination, protecting
their carriers and inflicting heavy losses on the enemy.

The Turning Point
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The turning point in the Battle of Midway came when American dive bombers,
including Douglas SBD Dauntless aircraft, struck the Japanese carriers Akagi,
Kaga, and Soryu. The ferocity of the assault crippled the Japanese fleet and
turned the tide in favor of the United States.

Despite heavy losses, the American aviators fought valiantly and decisively. Their
unwavering determination and professionalism played a vital role in avenging the
attack on Pearl Harbor. The Battle of Midway ended with the sinking of four
Japanese carriers, a catastrophic blow to their naval power in the Pacific.

Legacy and Remembrance

The Battle of Midway marked a significant turning point in World War II, shifting
the balance of power in the Pacific. It demonstrated the effectiveness of carrier-
based aviation and the indomitable spirit of the American people.

The bravery and sacrifice of the carrier aviators who avenged Pearl Harbor will
forever be remembered. Their heroic actions not only secured a crucial victory
but also provided hope and inspiration to a nation in the darkest hours of war.

The Battle of Midway serves as a reminder of the resilience and courage of those
who fought for freedom and justice. It stands as a testament to the unwavering
spirit of the American military and their determination to protect their homeland at
all costs.

The aviators who avenged Pearl Harbor at the Battle of Midway played a pivotal
role in securing victory against the Japanese. Their dedication, skill, and
unwavering bravery ensured that the nation's call for revenge was answered. The
Battle of Midway remains a testament to their remarkable sacrifice, forever
etching their names in the annals of American history.
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“Deeply researched and well written....By far the most detailed account of USS
Enterprise’s dive-bombers and their decisive role at the Battle of Midway.”*

Sunday, December 7, 1941, dawned clear and bright over the Pacific....

But for the Dauntless dive-bomber crews of the USS Enterprise returning to their
home base on Oahu, it was a morning from hell. Flying directly into the Japanese
ambush at Pearl Harbor, they lost a third of their squadron and witnessed the
heart of America’s Navy broken and smoldering on the oil-slicked waters below.

The next six months, from Pearl Harbor to the Battle of Midway—a dark time
during which the Japanese scored victory after victory—this small band of
aviators saw almost constant deployment, intense carrier combat, and fearsome
casualties. Many were killed by enemy Zero fighters, antiaircraft fire, or deadly
crash landings in the Pacific, while others were captured and spent years in POW
camps. Yet the Enterprise’s Dauntless crews would be the first to strike an
offensive blow against Japanese installations in the Marshall Islands, would be
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the first to sink a Japanese warship, and would shepherd the Doolittle Raiders’
bombing of Tokyo.

Not until Midway, though, would Dauntless crews get the chance to settle the
score...and change the course of World War II.

Drawing on dozens of new interviews and oral histories, author Stephen L. Moore
brings to life inspiring stories of individual sacrifice and bravery—and the
sweeping saga of one of America’s greatest triumphs.
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