
Social Movements In Twentieth Century Iran:
A Tale of Struggle, Change, and Passion
Iran, a country of rich history, traditions, and influential diversity, is often known for
its social movements that have shaped the nation throughout the twentieth
century. These movements, driven by a passionate desire for change, have left
an indelible mark on Iranian society, politics, and culture.

In this article, we will explore the key social movements that have emerged in Iran
during the last century. From the Constitutional Revolution to the Islamic
Revolution, these movements have played a crucial role in reshaping the social
fabric of the nation.

The Constitutional Revolution: Paving the Path Towards Democracy

At the turn of the twentieth century, Iranians sought to challenge the despotic rule
of the Qajar dynasty and establish a constitutional monarchy. The Constitutional
Revolution, which took place from 1905 to 1911, was a key turning point in
Iranian history.
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The movement aimed to limit the power of Iran's ruling monarchy and introduce a
framework for democratic governance. It brought together intellectuals, clerics,
merchants, and the general population, all united in their demand for political
reforms and social justice.

Despite facing significant obstacles and repression, the Constitutional Revolution
succeeded in forcing the Qajar dynasty to accept a limited monarchy system.
This movement planted the seed of democracy in Iran and set the stage for future
social and political changes.

The Women's Movement: Fighting for Equality and Freedom

Throughout the twentieth century, Iranian women played a crucial role in various
social movements, advocating for gender equality and women's rights. The
women's movement in Iran has been marked by resilience, determination, and a
fierce fight against patriarchal norms and traditions.

One of the significant milestones in the women's movement was the movement
against the mandatory wearing of the hijab, which emerged in the 1930s and
gained momentum in the 1970s. Iranian women defied the strict dress code
enforced by the state, demanding the right to choose how they dress and express
themselves.

The women's movement gained further strength during the Islamic Revolution in
1979. While the revolution brought a change in government, it also imposed
stricter religious laws and limited women's rights. In response, Iranian women
mobilized and resisted, utilizing various platforms to voice their concerns and
demand equality.
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Although progress has been made over the years, the struggle for gender
equality in Iran continues to this day. The women's movement remains an
influential force, challenging societal norms and advocating for women's
empowerment.

The Green Movement: A Quest for Democracy and Freedom

In the aftermath of the controversial presidential election in 2009, Iran witnessed
a massive wave of protests known as the Green Movement. The movement,
primarily led by progressive intellectuals, students, and young Iranians, aimed to
challenge the results of the election and demand political reforms.

The Green Movement was marked by its extensive use of social media platforms,
which allowed for efficient organization and widespread dissemination of
information. Protests, demonstrations, and acts of civil disobedience became
common across the country.

Although the movement faced violent crackdowns by the government, it
succeeded in bringing awareness to issues such as political repression, human
rights violations, and the need for democratic reforms. The Green Movement
became an important symbol of resistance and continues to inspire individuals in
their pursuit of freedom and justice.

The Role of Social Movements in Shaping Modern Iran

Social movements in twentieth century Iran have played a transformative role in
shaping the country's identity and destiny. They have challenged authority,
sparked dialogue, and created opportunities for change.

These movements have shown that the people of Iran possess an unwavering
spirit and a relentless drive for freedom, justice, and democracy. Regardless of



the challenges they face, Iranians persevere and remain committed to creating a
progressive and inclusive society.

, the social movements of twentieth century Iran have defined the nation's history.
From the Constitutional Revolution to the Green Movement, each movement has
left its mark, shaping society, advocating for change, and inspiring future
generations. These movements serve as a testament to the power of the people
and their determination to shape their own destiny.
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In this work Stephen C. Poulson, a scholar of collective action and social
movements, investigates cycles of social protest in Iran from 1890 to the present
era. He illuminates the following social movements: the 1890-1892 Tobacco
Movement; the 1906-1909 Constitutional Revolution; two post-World War II
movements, the Tudeh (Masses) and the National Front; the 1963 Qom Protest;
and the 1978-1979 Iranian Revolution. These movements confronted two primary
questions: How should the Iranian state achieve independence in the world and
what rights should individual Iranians enjoy in their political and social system?
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Poulson examines the framing of these questions and their answers by various
Iranian political actors over time, revealing both continuity and change.
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