
Sergeant Major Tribute To Combat Marines Of
Iraq And Afghanistan: The Unsung Heroes
In the midst of chaos and uncertainty, one group of individuals stood tall - the
combat Marines of Iraq and Afghanistan. These unsung heroes dedicated their
lives to protect our freedom, often facing unimaginable horrors. Today, we pay
tribute to these brave men and women and the role they played in defending our
nation.

The Call to Duty

The year was 2003, and the United States made the bold decision to invade Iraq.
As the conflict escalated, Marines were deployed in large numbers to combat the
rising insurgency. They faced a daunting task - fighting in unfamiliar territory
against a ruthless enemy.

Sergeant Major John Davis was one of those Marines who answered the call to
duty. He recalls the day he received his orders: "I knew it wasn't going to be easy,
but I felt a deep sense of duty to serve my country. I wanted to make a
difference."
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Little did Sergeant Major Davis know that his journey would take him through the
thick of battle, witnessing the horrors of war firsthand while leading his fellow
Marines with unwavering courage.

The Battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan

The combat Marines of Iraq and Afghanistan faced an enemy that showed no
mercy. Day after day, they engaged in intense firefights, roadside bombings, and
insurgent attacks. The mental and physical toll took a toll on these brave soldiers,
yet they persevered.

From the dusty streets of Fallujah to the treacherous mountain terrain of Helmand
province, these Marines fought with unwavering dedication. Each step they took
was a testament to their resilience and commitment to their fellow comrades.

One particular engagement that resonated with Sergeant Major Davis occurred
during the Battle of Marjah in 2010. As he led his unit through a series of intense
firefights, he witnessed the true meaning of brotherhood and sacrifice.

Brotherhood and Sacrifice

The bond among combat Marines runs deep. It is forged through shared
experiences, hardships, and the understanding that their lives depend on each
other. During the Battle of Marjah, this brotherhood was put to the ultimate test.

Sergeant Major Davis recounts the day when one of his Marines was severely
injured. "We were under heavy fire, and I saw him go down. Without hesitation,
his fellow Marines rushed to his aid, risking their own lives to save their brother. It
was a moment that showcased the selflessness and bravery of these men."
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The sacrifices made by combat Marines often go unnoticed. Many return home
with physical and emotional scars that may never heal. Their dedication and
bravery, however, should never be forgotten.

A Sergeant Major's Tribute

Years after his service in Iraq and Afghanistan, Sergeant Major Davis remains
committed to honoring the sacrifices of his fellow Marines. He has dedicated his
post-military career to raising awareness and providing support for combat
veterans.

Through various initiatives and organizations, Sergeant Major Davis continues to
shed light on the challenges faced by combat Marines. He believes that
recognizing their sacrifices is crucial in helping them reintegrate into civilian life.

"These men and women gave everything to protect our freedom. It is our duty to
ensure they receive the support and recognition they deserve," emphasizes
Sergeant Major Davis.

Remembering the Unsung Heroes

As we go about our daily lives, it is important to remember the sacrifices made by
combat Marines. These brave individuals put their lives on the line to preserve
the freedoms we often take for granted.

Let us not forget the fallen heroes who gave their all, as well as the veterans who
continue to grapple with the aftermath of war. Their courage and resilience
deserve our utmost respect and gratitude.

So, the next time you encounter a combat Marine, take a moment to express your
appreciation. Let them know that their sacrifices are not forgotten.



A Debt of Gratitude

We owe a debt of gratitude to the combat Marines of Iraq and Afghanistan. They
faced the unimaginable, often paying the ultimate price. Their bravery and
selflessness represent the very best of what it means to serve our country.

Let us never forget the sacrifices made by these unsung heroes, and let us honor
their memory by ensuring that their stories are told and their legacies live on.
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Sergeant Major Devaney’s They Were Heroes presents moving portraits of
warriors who have not been fully celebrated. His stories recognize the heroism of
those who fought in these deadly conflicts and placed their lives at risk to assure
the safety of their fellow Marines. For these Marines, no Medal of Honor is
enough for their bravery. Nonetheless, though not his main purpose, Devaney
calls attention to the practice of awarding medals itself, that often these warriors
received awards that were below what their deeds merited. No less disturbing is
the revelation that medals were often awarded by rank, and not always by action.
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The lives presented in Devaney’s book call attention to the fact that many heroes
of these deadly conflicts have gone unrecognized.
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