
Searching For The Memory And Lost Grave Of
John Paul Jones

In the realm of naval history, few figures loom as large and enigmatic as John
Paul Jones. Born on July 6, 1747, in Scotland, Jones would go on to become one
of the most legendary naval commanders in American history. However, despite
his achievements, his final resting place remains a mystery, leaving historians
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and enthusiasts intrigued and engaged in an ongoing search for his memory and
lost grave.

The Rise of a Legend

John Paul Jones' rise to fame began during the American Revolutionary War.
Serving as a captain in the Continental Navy, Jones achieved a series of
remarkable victories against the powerful British Navy. His most renowned
achievement was the capture of HMS Serapis during the Battle of Flamborough
Head in 1779, which significantly boosted American morale and solidified his
place in history.
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Despite his pivotal role in the American Revolution, John Paul Jones faced
numerous challenges and controversies throughout his life. He navigated
treacherous political waters and struggled with financial difficulties, often finding
himself at odds with authority figures and fellow officers. These circumstances
have made tracing his footsteps and locating his final resting place all the more
challenging for the historians.
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The Mysterious Disappearance

Following the American Revolution, John Paul Jones embarked on an
international career, working as a naval officer for various European powers. He
ultimately served as an admiral in the Russian Imperial Navy, entrusted with the
responsibility of transforming the relatively small Russian naval forces into a
formidable sea power.

Tragically, on July 18, 1792, John Paul Jones passed away in Paris at the age of
45. While the official records indicate that he was laid to rest in a Parisian
cemetery, the exact location of his grave remains a mystery. Over time, the
cemetery was destroyed and replaced with new developments, obscuring any
physical traces connecting Jones to his final resting place.

The Quest for the Lost Grave

Despite the passage of over two centuries, the search for the lost grave of John
Paul Jones continues to captivate historians, scholars, and enthusiasts
worldwide. Numerous expeditions and investigations have been launched in an
attempt to unlock the secrets surrounding his final resting place.

Some researchers believe that Jones may have been buried in a different
location due to the redevelopment of the Parisian cemetery. One leading theory
proposed by renowned historian Samuel Eliot Morison points to the possibility of
Jones' remains being transferred to the Saint-Louis-des-Invalides chapel, which
holds an ossuary containing the remains of prominent historical figures.

Other experts argue that Jones may have been interred in the Parisian Pantheon,
the final resting place of several celebrated French figures. This theory suggests
that Jones's contributions to naval history and his role in the American Revolution
made him deserving of such an honor.



Preserving the Legacy

Regardless of the actual location of his final resting place, the memory of John
Paul Jones persists as an integral part of American and naval history. His legacy
serves as a symbol of bravery, perseverance, and strategic brilliance.

Today, monuments, museums, and historical societies dedicated to the memory
of John Paul Jones can be found throughout the United States, particularly in
regions intertwined with his illustrious career. These landmarks stand as
testaments to his indelible mark on history and continue to educate and inspire
generations of visitors.

The Enduring Mysteries

As the search for the memory and lost grave of John Paul Jones persists, the
mysteries surrounding his final resting place fuel ongoing discussions and
debates among historians and enthusiasts. The quest to rediscover his grave not
only serves as an effort to honor his memory but also as a reminder of the
sacrifices and achievements that shaped the course of naval history.

Through the combined efforts of historians, researchers, and technological
advancements, it is only a matter of time before the truth surrounding John Paul
Jones' lost grave is unveiled. Until then, the legend of this remarkable naval hero
continues to inspire awe and fascination.
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John Paul Jones is now considered a Revolutionary War hero and the father of
the American Navy, his defiant words "I have not yet begun to fight!" the epitome
of courage under fire. It has not always been so. When the Revolutionary War
ended, Jones's celebrity vanished. His death in Paris a decade later went
unnoticed; he was buried in a foreign grave and forgotten by his fellow
Americans.

In What Remains, Robert Hornick explores why Jones was forgotten, the
subsequent recovery of his memory and remains, and the much delayed
commemoration of his achievement. The book chronicles the efforts of the men
and women who, in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, reconstructed
Jones's legacy, searched for and finally found his lost grave, and returned both
his physical remains and his memory to a place of honor. It also recounts the
extraordinary moment when Theodore Roosevelt utilized Jones's commemoration
to proclaim America a global power. What Remains offers a fascinating story of
opportunists and evangelists: of politicians who needed Jones to advance their
agendas, but also of fellow warriors committed to recovering one of their own
from obscurity and shame.
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