
School Stories With Difference: Stories That
Will Touch Your Heart

School life is an unforgettable phase in everyone's journey to adulthood. It is a
time filled with learning, friendships, and personal growth. However, some
schools go beyond the ordinary, creating extraordinary experiences for their
students. In this article, we will explore school stories with a difference – tales that
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will leave you inspired and amazed at the power of education and dedicated
educators.

1. The School Where Students Designed Their Curriculum
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Dimensions : 6.77 x 0.5 x 9.76 inches

At Thomas Jefferson High School, students not only attend classes but actively
participate in designing their curriculum. The school believes that students should
have a voice in their education, and each academic year, they involve students in
deciding the subjects, projects, and learning methods. Through this approach, the
school fosters creativity, critical thinking, and a love for learning.

This student-centered approach not only empowers the students but also helps
them develop a strong sense of ownership for their education. They feel
motivated and engaged, resulting in better academic performance and personal
development. This unique approach has inspired many schools worldwide to
adopt similar practices.

2. The School That Turned Its Rooftop into a Sustainable Garden
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St. Mary's School took a unique step towards sustainability by turning its rooftop
into a lush garden. The students, along with their teachers, transformed the
barren rooftop into a thriving green space. They started cultivating various fruits,
vegetables, and herbs using sustainable farming techniques.

The rooftop garden not only provided organic produce for the school cafeteria but
also served as a living laboratory for students to learn about gardening,
environmental science, and sustainability. The initiative created a sense of pride
and responsibility among the students, making them understand the importance
of locally sourced food and reducing carbon footprint.

3. The School That Brought Virtual Reality into the Classroom
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Imagine studying the pyramids of Egypt in your history class and suddenly finding
yourself immersed in ancient Egypt through virtual reality. This is the incredible
experience that students at Lakewood High School get to enjoy. The school has
integrated virtual reality technology into their classrooms to make learning more
immersive and engaging.

By using virtual reality headsets and educational software, students can explore
distant civilizations, travel to outer space, or witness important historical events in
a 360-degree virtual environment. This unique approach to education sparks
curiosity and brings subjects to life, making lessons more memorable and
impactful.

4. The School That Offers Entrepreneurship Courses from a Young
Age
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The High School of Business and Entrepreneurship at Rosewood Academy
believes that entrepreneurship skills can be nurtured from a young age. They
have introduced entrepreneurship courses for students, teaching them the basics
of business, creative problem-solving, and leadership.

Students get the opportunity to launch small businesses, create marketing plans,
and even pitch their ideas to real investors. This hands-on approach to learning
not only equips students with practical skills but also instills in them the
entrepreneurial mindset, encouraging innovation and a drive for success.

5. The School That Promotes Global Citizenship Through Exchange
Programs
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Oakridge International School believes in the power of cultural exchange and
global understanding. Through their exchange programs, students from different
countries have the opportunity to study in a diverse environment, learn about new
cultures, and build lifelong friendships.

These exchange programs not only broaden students' horizons but also promote
tolerance, empathy, and a broader perspective on global issues. By fostering
global citizenship, Oakridge International School empowers its students to
become responsible global leaders and apply their learnings to create positive
change in the world.

These school stories with a difference prove that education can go beyond
textbooks and classrooms. When educators and institutions innovate and create
unique learning experiences, students are empowered to reach their full potential
and make a difference. The stories mentioned here are just a glimpse of the
incredible initiatives happening in schools worldwide. With dedicated educators
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and passionate students, the possibilities for transformative education are
endless.
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Ten prize-winning authors each with a brand new story based on their own
schooldays. Bernard Ashley, Malorie Blackman, Berlie Doherty, Paul Jennings,
Margaret Mahy, Michael Morpurgo, Jenny Nimmo, Michael Rosen, Jeremy Strong
and Robert Swindells.

Brand new stories based on each author’s own schooldays – sometimes funny,
often poignant, always riveting. Written in each author’s unique style and based
on something that is common to every child in the country – SCHOOL. Authors as
below:

PAUL JENNINGS
MICHAEL MORPURGO
JEREMY STRONG
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Stories of running away from school; getting the strap for punishments; vindictive
teachers; boys who tell porky-pies; the shy girl who could only talk through her
puppet; getting expelled [almost]; being an evacuee; original ways of getting out
of being in the school play, as well as meeting one’s own true love at school!
Stories that contemporary schoolchildren will relate to in sharing the triumphs and
disasters of their favourite authors’ schooldays.
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