
Scenic Routes Byways West Virginia -
Experience the Breathtaking Beauty
West Virginia is a state renowned for its breathtaking natural landscapes and
scenic wonders. Nestled in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains, it offers an
abundance of opportunities for adventure and exploration. From magnificent
mountain peaks to peaceful river valleys, the state is a haven for nature
enthusiasts and road trippers alike. In this article, we will delve into the scenic
routes and byways that make West Virginia a must-visit destination for any lover
of stunning vistas.

The Majestic New River Gorge Scenic Byway

If you're a fan of awe-inspiring canyons and tranquil rivers, then the New River
Gorge Scenic Byway is for you. Stretching for 88 miles through the heart of
southern West Virginia, this scenic route offers a visual feast at every turn. As you
drive along the winding roads, you'll be treated to breathtaking views of the New
River Gorge, a rugged and impressive landscape that will leave you in awe.

The New River Gorge Scenic Byway is dotted with numerous overlooks and
vantage points, providing ample opportunities to stop and admire the dramatic
natural beauty. Each season brings a different charm to the gorge, with vibrant
hues of fall foliage and vibrant wildflowers in the spring. The roar of the river
below will be your constant companion as you traverse this scenic route, making
it an unforgettable experience.
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Discover the Potomac Highlands

Heading towards the eastern part of West Virginia, you will find the enchanting
Potomac Highlands. This region is a hidden gem, boasting stunning mountain
vistas, lush forests, and charming small towns. The scenic byways that wind
through the Potomac Highlands offer a delightful journey through some of the
most picturesque landscapes in the state.

One of the most notable routes in this area is the Highland Scenic Highway, a 43-
mile route that takes you through Monongahela National Forest and offers
breathtaking views of the Allegheny Highlands. As you drive along this scenic
byway, you'll have the opportunity to spot wildlife, explore hiking trails, and
immerse yourself in the serenity of nature. The Highland Scenic Highway is a true
escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.

Immerse Yourself in the Allegheny Mountains

If you're craving even more mountainous splendor, the Allegheny Mountains in
eastern West Virginia won't disappoint. This region is home to some of the most
picturesque valleys and peaks the state has to offer. The Seneca Rocks National
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Recreation Area is a must-see destination, known for its imposing rock formations
and breathtaking overlooks.

The journey along the Seneca Rocks Backway, a scenic byway that winds
through the heart of this area, is an experience like no other. As you navigate the
winding roads, you'll be rewarded with stunning views of Seneca Rocks, jutting
out of the landscape like ancient sentinels. The surrounding countryside, with its
picturesque farmlands and charming communities, adds to the allure of this
mountainous region.

Explore the Appalachian Mountains

No discussion of scenic routes in West Virginia would be complete without
mentioning the Appalachian Mountains. These majestic peaks, which span the
entire eastern part of the state, offer endless opportunities for adventure and
exploration. The Appalachian Waters Scenic Byway is a 180-mile route that winds
through some of the most stunning landscapes in the region.

As you travel along the Appalachian Waters Scenic Byway, you'll have the
chance to explore several state parks, forests, and charming mountain
communities. The byway follows the path of numerous rushing rivers and
streams, offering breathtaking views of cascading waterfalls, tranquil pools, and
dense forests. Serene and majestic, this scenic route encapsulates the true
beauty of West Virginia's wilderness.

Capture the Beauty of Blackwater Falls

Another must-visit destination along West Virginia's scenic routes is Blackwater
Falls State Park. Located in the Allegheny Mountains, this park is renowned for its
stunning waterfall, which cascades down a series of dark, amber-colored rocks.



The park boasts several scenic roads that will allow you to fully immerse yourself
in the beauty of the surrounding landscape.

The Blackwater Canyon Scenic Byway is a picturesque route that takes you
through the heart of the park, offering awe-inspiring views of the canyon, dense
forests, and the roaring Blackwater River. The colors of the fall foliage paint a
breathtaking picture, creating a truly magical experience. Capture the beauty of
Blackwater Falls and its surroundings, and you'll create memories that will last a
lifetime.

West Virginia's scenic routes and byways offer a journey through some of the
most stunning landscapes in the country. From the majestic New River Gorge to
the enchanting Potomac Highlands, and from the Allegheny Mountains to the
captivating Blackwater Falls, the state is a paradise for those seeking natural
beauty. Whether you're a seasoned road tripper or a first-time visitor, these scenic
routes will leave you in awe of West Virginia's breathtaking landscapes. So grab
your camera, hit the road, and get ready to experience the sheer magnificence of
West Virginia's scenic byways.
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Scenic Routes & Byways West Virginia features nearly twenty-five separate
drives through the Mountain State, from rock ridges and gorges to springs, spas
and rustic farms. An indispensable highway companion, Scenic Routes & Byways
West Virginia includes route maps and in-depth descriptions of attractions.
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