
Rewriting Roman History During Late
Antiquity: Unveiling the Untold Stories

The study of Roman history has always fascinated individuals interested in
understanding the rise and fall of one of the greatest empires in human history.
However, it was during the period of Late Antiquity that significant transformations
occurred, leading to a rewriting of the Roman narrative. In this article, we will
explore the captivating topic of Rewriting Roman History during Late Antiquity, as
presented in the renowned Edmondson Historical Lectures Series.

to Late Antiquity

Late Antiquity refers to the period between the 3rd and 8th centuries AD, which
saw the decline of the Western Roman Empire and the emergence of Byzantine
rule in the East. This era witnessed a multitude of cultural, political, and religious
changes, ultimately providing the foundation for the Medieval period.
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The Edmondson Historical Lectures Series, initiated by renowned historian
Professor Jonathan Edmondson, delves deep into the lesser-known aspects of
Roman history during this transitional period. These lectures have shed light on
various fascinating historical episodes, challenging the traditional narratives and
inviting a reexamination of the Roman past.

1. Rethinking the Fall of the Roman Empire

One of the main themes explored in the Edmondson Historical Lectures is the
reinterpretation of the fall of the Roman Empire. Traditionally, its demise has been
attributed to barbarian invasions, internal decay, and moral decline. However,
recent research has unveiled a more nuanced perspective. Lectures in the series
propose that a combination of factors including economic instability, military
pressures, and administrative challenges contributed to the decline. This new
interpretation challenges prior assumptions and encourages historians to revisit
the causes behind such a monumental event in history.
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2. The Role of Christianity in Late Antiquity

Another key aspect examined in the Edmondson Historical Lectures is the role of
Christianity in Late Antiquity. The adoption of Christianity as the official religion of
the Roman Empire by Emperor Constantine led to significant societal, political,
and cultural changes. The lectures delve into the impact of Christianity on the
Roman state, the formation of the Byzantine Empire, and the transformation of
ancient religious practices. By analyzing early Christian writings, archaeological
evidence, and imperial decrees, historians have unveiled the role of Christianity
as a powerful force shaping the trajectory of the Roman Empire.

3. Unveiling the Forgotten Voices

One of the highlights of the Edmondson Historical Lectures Series is the focus on
neglected voices and perspectives of Late Antiquity. Historically, Roman history
has often been biased towards the elite ruling class, neglecting the experiences
of marginalized groups such as women, slaves, and non-Roman inhabitants of
the empire. These lectures provide a unique platform for historians to explore the
lives of those whose stories have been overshadowed by traditional narratives.
By uncovering these forgotten voices, a more comprehensive and accurate
understanding of Late Antiquity emerges.

4. Reevaluating Roman Urbanism

During Late Antiquity, urban centers underwent significant changes, necessitating
a reevaluation of Roman urbanism. The Edmondson Historical Lectures examine
the transformation of cities and the shift from a centralized model to a more
dispersed pattern. By analyzing archaeological evidence and urban layouts, the
lectures present a new perspective on urban planning, economic activities, and
social structures during this period. The reinterpretation of Roman urbanism



reflects the intricate relationship between societal changes and the physical
environment.

5. Art and Architecture in Late Antiquity

Art and architecture are also central themes in the Edmondson Historical
Lectures. The decline of the Roman Empire witnessed a shift in artistic traditions,
as classical influences blended with emerging Christian aesthetics. Lectures
explore the evolution of Roman art and architecture, showcasing the emergence
of vibrant mosaics, elaborate basilicas, and symbolic iconography. By examining
artistic masterpieces and architectural marvels, scholars gain valuable insights
into the cultural dynamics of Late Antiquity.

The Edmondson Historical Lectures on Rewriting Roman History During Late
Antiquity offer a captivating journey into a lesser-known period of Roman history.
By challenging traditional narratives, exploring forgotten voices, and reevaluating
key aspects of the era, historians shed light on the complexities of this fascinating
epoch. The series allows us to revisit and reinterpret the past, providing a more
comprehensive understanding of the rich tapestry that defined the Roman Empire
during its twilight years.
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Imperial Rome and Christian Constantinople were both astonishingly large cities
with over-sized appetites that served as potent symbols of the Roman Empire
and its rulers. Esteemed historian Raymond Van Dam draws upon a wide array of
evidence to reveal a deep interdependence on imperial ideology and economy as
he elucidates the parallel workaday realities and lofty images in their stories.

Tracing the arc of empire from the Rome of Augustus to Justinian's
Constantinople, he masterfully shows how the changing political structures,
ideologies, and historical narratives of Old and New Rome always remained
rooted in the bedrock of the ancient Mediterranean's economic and demographic
realities. The transformations in the Late Roman Empire, brought about by the
rise of the military and the church, required a rewriting of the master narrative of
history and signaled changes in economic systems. Just as Old Rome had
provided a stage set for the performance of Republican emperorship, New Rome
was configured for the celebration of Christian rule. As it came to pass, a city with
too much history was outshone by a city with no history. Provided with the urban
amenities and an imagined history appropriate to its elevated status,
Constantinople could thus resonate as the new imperial capital, while Rome, on
the other hand, was reinvented as the papal city.
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