Politics And The Passage Of The Fifteenth
Amendment

Politics has always played a crucial role in shaping significant amendments to the
United States Constitution. One such amendment, the Fifteenth Amendment,
holds particular importance in the history of democracy and civil rights. This
article will delve into the intricate connections between politics and the passage of

the Fifteenth Amendment.

The Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified on
February 3, 1870. It prohibits the federal government and the states from denying
a citizen the right to vote based on their race, color, or previous condition of
servitude. Passage of this amendment marked a pivotal moment in the civil rights

movement during the Reconstruction era.

During this time, the United States was healing from the wounds left by the Civil
War. The Union victory had resulted in the abolition of slavery, but newfound
challenges arose in securing the rights of African Americans, particularly their

right to vote.
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Ever since the founding of the nation, African Americans had been systematically
excluded from participating in the democratic process. The Reconstruction era
aimed to address this injustice and pave the way for equality among all citizens.

However, achieving equality proved to be an arduous task.

Politics, as always, played a major role in determining the fate of the Fifteenth
Amendment. The amendment faced significant opposition and multiple hurdles
that needed to be overcome. Southern states, in particular, sought ways to
circumvent the amendment's intended impact. Despite fierce opposition from
white supremacists and segregationists, supporters of the amendment fought

vigorously to defend the voting rights of African Americans.

The passage of the Fifteenth Amendment was not a singular event but the
culmination of various political movements and maneuverings. The abolitionist
movement, which gained momentum during the antebellum era and thrived
during the Civil War, played a vital role in laying the foundation for the

amendment.

Frederick Douglass, a prominent African American abolitionist, was a staunch
advocate of the Fifteenth Amendment. He believed that political power could and
should be used to safeguard the rights of African Americans. Douglass used his

influential voice to rally support and mobilize people in favor of the amendment.

Alongside the abolitionist movement, the Republican Party played a key role in

the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment. The party recognized that securing the
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voting rights of African Americans was not only a moral imperative but also a
strategic move to gain political power. With the support of influential Republican
politicians like Ulysses S. Grant and Charles Sumner, the amendment faced an

increased chance of success.

However, even with strong political backing, the Fifteenth Amendment still faced
fierce opposition. The Democratic Party, particularly in Southern states,
vehemently fought against granting voting rights to African Americans. They
employed various tactics such as implementing poll taxes, literacy tests, and
intimidation to suppress the African American vote. The political landscape

became an arena where the battle for equal rights was waged.

One of the most notable and inspiring figures in the fight for the Fifteenth
Amendment was Sojourner Truth. Born into slavery, Truth became a prominent
abolitionist and women's rights activist. Her powerful speeches and relentless
advocacy for equality made her an influential figure in the history of civil rights.
Truth fought ardently for the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment, emphasizing

the importance of equal voting rights for all citizens.

The push for the Fifteenth Amendment gained momentum in Congress. The
amendment was formally introduced in 1869 and underwent various debates and
revisions before it received enough support for ratification. Despite attempts to

dilute its impact, the amendment ultimately prevailed and became law.

The passage of the Fifteenth Amendment was a historic moment for African
Americans and the United States as a whole. It signified a step towards a more
inclusive and democratic society, albeit a small step given the challenges that
followed. Women's suffragists, for example, continued their own battle for voting

rights in the years that followed.



Nevertheless, the Fifteenth Amendment remains a testament to the power of
politics in shaping the course of history. It stands as a reminder of the ongoing
struggle for equal rights and the importance of active participation in the political

process.

, the Fifteenth Amendment's passage was a result of significant political
movements and determined individuals who fought to secure the voting rights of
African Americans. Politics played an integral role in shaping the fate of this
amendment and continues to shape the trajectory of civil rights in the United
States. The fight for equal rights remains ongoing, and it is through the power of

politics that progress can be made.
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Originally published in 1965. The Right to Vote covers the immediate background,

passage, and ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment. Gillette contends that the
Fifteenth Amendment was intended to give voting rights to African Americans in

the north, sidelining those in the south. African American suffrage, in other words,
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had the pragmatic effect of bringing power to the Republicans of the north. In

short, the Fifteenth Amendment was not a radical document but rather was

pushed by Republican moderates in an effort to consolidate their power.
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