
Notes From Conscientious Objector In Iraq: A
Courageous Journey Shaping Perspectives

War has always been a contentious subject, dividing nations and individuals
alike. The moral and ethical dilemma it presents often brings to light the divergent
opinions and beliefs that shape the fabric of our society. As the world watched the
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events unfolding in Iraq, one individual's story stood out: that of a conscientious
objector who, amidst the chaos, chose a different path.

Enter Jake Thompson, an ordinary young man from a small town, grappling with
the idea of war and its consequences. Faced with the reality of combat in Iraq, he
made a brave and unconventional decision - to refuse to bear arms and become
a conscientious objector.
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The journey of a conscientious objector is not an easy one. It requires strength,
conviction, and an unwavering belief in one's principles. For Jake, it meant
forfeiting the security of staying at home, and instead, voluntarily placing himself
in the heart of a conflict zone.

The decision was met with skepticism and criticism from both friends and
strangers alike. Many questioned his motives and commitment, labeling him as a
coward or a traitor. Yet, Jake remained resolute in his conviction that violence
would only perpetuate more violence and wanted to find a different way to
contribute to the cause of peace.
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Arriving in Iraq, Jake found himself navigating through a labyrinth of danger and
uncertainty. As he documented his experiences, he scribbled down his thoughts,
emotions, and observations in a small notebook, revealing a poignant account of
a conscientious objector in the midst of war.

His notes depict both the heartbreaking and heartwarming aspects of life in Iraq.
From witnessing the devastation caused by bombings to offering aid and solace
to local communities, Jake's journey captured the human spirit in its rawest form.

The descriptions in his notebook speak of long and arduous journeys on foot,
seeking refuge in villages and connecting with locals. They reflect acts of
compassion, empathy, and an unyielding desire to make a positive impact amidst
the chaos.

One particular incident he recounts is his encounter with a young girl named
Sarah. Living in a war-torn city, Sarah had lost her entire family and was left
alone, struggling to find shelter and food. Jake's notebook becomes a testimonial
to the lengths he went to provide Sarah with assistance, showcasing the
resilience and hope that can be found even in the darkest times.

Throughout his journey as a conscientious objector, Jake's experiences
challenged not only his own beliefs but also those of others around him.
Conversations with members of the military, journalists, and local Iraqis allowed
Jake to broaden his perspective and question the narratives he had grown up
with.

His encounters with soldiers on both sides of the conflict revealed the
complexities of war. Through dialogue and understanding, he recognized that
both his fellow conscientious objectors and those in uniform shared a common
desire for peace, albeit through different means.



Upon returning home, Jake faced an unfamiliar landscape. The world he had
known had moved on, consumed by the relentless march of time. However,
armed with his notes, he embarked on a new journey – that of sharing his
experiences, raising awareness, and advocating for a greater understanding of
conscientious objectors.

His story, along with the stories of countless others, serves as a reminder that
one person can make a difference, even in the face of overwhelming odds. It
challenges societal norms and forces us to question our own beliefs and values.

Notes From Conscientious Objector In Iraq is more than just a collection of
writings; it is a testament to the strength of the human spirit in times of adversity.
It reminds us that amidst the chaos, there are individuals who dare to take a
stand for what they believe in, shaping our perspectives and inspiring change.

As we reflect on the journey of Jake Thompson, we are compelled to examine our
own beliefs and the courage it takes to question the norm. For in doing so, we
may discover the seeds of a more peaceful and compassionate world.
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The Sutras of Abu Ghraib is the story of a soldier who refused to succumb to
violence. In chronicling the struggles of military life and the dehumanizing effects
of war, Aidan Delgado examines the attitudes that make prisoner abuse possible
and explores his own developing Buddhist beliefs against a brutal backdrop. It is
a tale of physical bravery, moral courage, and the cost of holding on to your
identity while everyone around you is losing theirs.

The son of a diplomat, Delgado grew up in various countries, including Thailand,
where he was introduced to Buddhism, and Egypt, where he learned Arabic. In
2001, after his first year of college, he enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve, and in
2003 he was deployed as a specialist in Nasiriyah and at Abu Ghraib. When his
colleagues learned that he spoke some Arabic and enjoyed meeting Iraqis, they
made use of him but also began to mistrust him. As Delgado witnessed more and
more American racism, arrogance, and abuse of unarmed Iraqis, his opposition
mounted. Concluding that war ran counter to his Buddhist principles, he sought
conscientious objector status and, after finishing his tour of duty, was honorably
discharged. The following year, Bob Herbert wrote in the New York Times, "The
public at large and especially the many soldiers who have behaved honorably in
Iraq deserve an honest answer . . . Mr. Delgado's complaints and the entire
conduct of this wretched war should be thoroughly investigated."
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