Norm Provan And Arthur Summons On Rugby
League Most Iconic Moment And Its

When it comes to rugby league's most iconic moment, one cannot help but think
of the unforgettable image of Norm Provan and Arthur Summons embracing each
other after the 1963 Grand Final. This photograph has become synonymous with
the sport, encapsulating the spirit of camaraderie, sportsmanship, and

determination that rugby league embodies.

For those unfamiliar with the story behind this iconic image, let's take a trip down
memory lane and relive the extraordinary events that led to this unforgettable
moment. The 1963 Grand Final was contested between the St. George Dragons

and the Western Suburbs Magpies at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

Both teams fought valiantly throughout the match, showcasing their skills,
passion, and sheer determination to emerge victorious. The intense battle
between these two teams made for an enthralling spectacle, leaving the audience

on the edge of their seats.
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As the full-time siren rang out, the scoreboard displayed a 8-8 draw, leaving the
game in a state of deadlock. In those days, there were no extra time or golden

point rules to determine the winner. As a result, the match ended in a tie.

However, despite the scoreboard showing a deadlock, the players' efforts on the
field deserved recognition. Norm Provan, the St. George captain, and Arthur
Summons, the Western Suburbs captain, epitomized everything that was
admirable about rugby league that day. Both players were battered, bruised, and

exhausted, having given their heart and soul for their respective teams.

And so, it was in that moment of exhaustion and determination that the famous
photograph was taken. The image captured Provan and Summons, draped in
mud and sweat, locked in a heartfelt embrace, each showing respect for their

opponent and acknowledging the effort put forth by both teams.

But what made this moment truly unforgettable was the embodiment of
sportsmanship and camaraderie it represented. Rugby league, like any other
sport, is competitive, but it is also a game that teaches respect, teamwork, and
empathy. Provan and Summons' embrace symbolized these values, making it

one of the most powerful images in the history of the sport.

Following the game, the photograph quickly gained attention and was widely
circulated, forever etching itself into rugby league folklore. It became a universal

symbol of the sport's core values and the spirit in which it is played.

Decades later, the image continues to evoke a powerful emotional response from

rugby league fans and players alike. It serves as a reminder of the spirit of
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sportsmanship and respect that should be upheld in every game, regardless of

the outcome.

Furthermore, the moment shared between Provan and Summons highlights the
bond players form on the field, transcending rivalry. It reminds us that even in the
heat of battle, there is room for compassion and recognition of the efforts made

by opponents.

The legacy of Provan and Summons' iconic embrace lives on to this day. In 2019,
the NRL unveiled a statue commemorating the moment at the Sydney Cricket
Ground, capturing the essence of the photograph and its significance in rugby
league history. The statue serves as a constant reminder of the values and

traditions upon which the sport is built.

, Norm Provan and Arthur Summons' iconic moment at the 1963 Grand Final
represents the true essence of rugby league. It showcases the resilience,
passion, and respect that are deeply rooted in the sport. The photograph reminds
us all of the values that should be cherished and upheld, not only in rugby league

but in every aspect of life.
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When rival captains Norm Provan and Arthur Summons came together in a
momentary embrace at the end of the 1963 Rugby League grand final, they could
never have imagined the tradition they were building. They became the subject of
one of sport's most enduring images, and ultimately the centrepiece of League's
premiership trophy. Fifty years on, that moment is still celebrated as an iconic
reflection of the game and its people. It is also a symbol of the changing face of
sport, and of the role that sport has played in the Australian way of life. This book
traces the legacy of Norm Provan and Arthur Summons and the champions of
their time. In their own words, they tell how the game was, how it has changed,
and where it is headed. They bring insight that only time and experience can
fashion, and they do so with jaunty good humor. Provan and Summons remain
two of the most recognized players in the game. They were champion
internationals in their own right, and they each went on to become coaches of
high achievement. Provan is perhaps the most successful player of all time,
having played in 10 grand finals and won the lot. They were the fiercest of rivals
through three successive grand finals. Yet through the image that has
immortalized them, they have become lifelong friends. This is their story and their
sometimes provocative reflections on what has happened to Rugby League

since.
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