
Mr Tuba Harvey Phillips - The Legend of Low
Brass
The Man Who Revolutionized the World of Tuba Playing

Meet the legend of low brass, Mr Tuba Harvey Phillips! Renowned for his
unmatched skills and extraordinary contributions to the tuba world, Harvey
Phillips has left an indelible mark on the music industry. With unmatched
expertise, relentless dedication, and an unwavering passion for his craft, he has
elevated the tuba to new heights and inspired generations of musicians.

Early Life and Musical Journey

Born on December 2, 1929, in Aurora, Missouri, Harvey Phillips showed
exceptional musical talent from a young age. At the age of 10, he started his
musical journey, initially learning the trumpet and trombone. However, it wasn't
until he discovered the tuba that his true calling emerged. The deep, resonant
sound of the tuba fascinated Harvey, and he quickly became obsessed with
perfecting his skills on this unique instrument.

Turning a Dream Into Reality

Harvey Phillips pursued his passion for music by obtaining a Bachelor's degree in
Music Education from the University of Missouri. He further honed his talents and
acquired invaluable experiences by studying under the tutelage of many notable
tuba players, including William J. Bell and Arnold Jacobs. Armed with extensive
knowledge and technical mastery, Phillips embarked on a mission to revolutionize
the world of tuba playing.
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A True Pioneer

Known as a true pioneer, Mr Tuba Harvey Phillips opened up opportunities for
tuba players that were previously unheard of. He showcased the immense
versatility of the tuba by pushing the boundaries of traditional genre limitations.
Phillips played a crucial role in commissioning new works for the tuba,
encouraging composers to explore its vast potential and ensuring its rightful place
as a solo instrument.

Influence and Legacy

Harvey Phillips greatly influenced the tuba repertoire, expanding its possibilities
and bringing it into the spotlight. His virtuosity and magnetic stage presence
captivated audiences worldwide, earning him immense respect and admiration.
Phillips became a sought-after performer and collaborator, working with some of
the greatest orchestras and conductors, such as Leonard Bernstein and Zubin
Mehta. His contributions to the tuba community continue to inspire aspiring
musicians and shape the future of low brass performance.

Advocacy and Education
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Besides his groundbreaking performances, Harvey Phillips devoted a significant
portion of his life to advocating for music education and promoting the tuba as a
vital instrument in orchestras and ensembles. He founded the International Tuba
Euphonium Association (ITEA),an organization that continues to support tuba
players worldwide. Through workshops, masterclasses, and festivals, Phillips
shared his knowledge and mentored countless musicians, nurturing the next
generation of tuba players.

Recognition and Accolades

Harvey Phillips' extraordinary contributions to the world of music did not go
unnoticed. Over his career, he received numerous accolades, including the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Tuba Euphonium Association
and the National Medal of Arts from President Bill Clinton. These prestigious
honors serve as a testament to his invaluable contributions and the lasting impact
he has made on the music community.

Remembering a True Legend

On October 20, 2010, the music world mourned the loss of Mr Tuba Harvey
Phillips. However, his legacy lives on through his music, his teachings, and the
countless lives he has touched. His dedication to his craft, his relentless pursuit of
excellence, and his immense impact on the world of tuba playing ensure that his
name will forever be associated with greatness.

Mr Tuba Harvey Phillips will always be remembered as a true legend in the realm
of low brass. His innovative spirit, unwavering dedication, and immense talent
transformed the tuba from a background instrument to a solo star. Through his
advocacy and mentorship, he opened doors and inspired generations of tuba
players around the world. Harvey Phillips left an indelible mark on the music



industry, ensuring that his name will be forever engraved in the annals of musical
history.
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The autobiography of “possibly the greatest tuba player of all time” (New York
Times),the man who “put class in the low brass.” (Clark Terry, jazz trumpeter)
 
With warmth and humor, tuba virtuoso Harvey Phillips tells the story of his
amazing life and career—from his Missouri childhood through his days as a
performer with the King Brothers and the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
circuses, his training at the Juilliard School, a stint with the U.S. Army Field Band,
and his freelance days with the New York City Opera and Ballet. A founder of the
New York Brass Quintet, Phillips served as vice president of the New England
Conservatory of Music and became Distinguished Professor of Music at Indiana
University. The creator of an industry of TubaChristmases, Octubafests, and
TubaSantas, he crusaded for recognition of the tuba as a serious musical
instrument, commissioning more than 200 works. Enhanced by an extensive
gallery of photographs, Mr. Tuba conveys Phillips’s playful zest for life while
documenting his important musical legacy.
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“Mr. Tuba is not only a memoir, but it is a history of the twentieth century
American music world and a resource for all music teachers and music lovers.” —
NBA Journal
 
“A lively and informative read.” —Herald-Times
 
“[Phillips’s] autobiography is a fitting end to his life’s works, underlined with the
same sense of inspiration and integrity that informed all of his musical activities.”
—Bloom Magazine
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