
Marine Corps Adviser Inside The Iraqi Army
The Marine Corps has a long and storied history of advising and training foreign
militaries, and one of the most challenging and important assignments for these
advisers is working alongside Iraqi forces. The Iraqi Army, with its rich heritage
and ongoing fight against terrorism, forms a crucial part of the country's security
apparatus. In this article, we will delve into the experiences and insights of a
Marine Corps adviser inside the Iraqi Army.



The Significance of Marine Corps Advisers

Marine Corps advisers hold a vital role in the development of foreign militaries.
Their mission is to train, advise, and assist host nation forces to establish a
capable and sustainable defense apparatus. This partnership is essential in
empowering local forces to secure their own country and maintain stability
against various threats, including terrorism and insurgency.
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Operating as a Marine Corps adviser is not for the faint of heart. It requires a
unique set of skills, including cultural sensitivity, adaptability, and the ability to
build relationships based on mutual trust and respect. These advisers embed
themselves within the Iraqi Army units, living and operating alongside the soldiers
they mentor.

Challenges and Rewards

Advising the Iraqi Army presents numerous challenges. The language barrier,
differences in military doctrine, and cultural dissimilarities can complicate
communication and hinder progress. However, overcoming these obstacles leads
to a fulfilling experience for both the advisers and the Iraqis.

Marine Corps advisers witness firsthand the courage and determination of the
Iraqi soldiers. They form deep bonds, understanding the sacrifices made by their
Iraqi counterparts in the fight for their nation's freedom. Mutual respect and
camaraderie are forged in the crucible of combat, further strengthening the
adviser-trainee relationship.
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Training Programs

The training programs designed by Marine Corps advisers are tailored to the
specific needs and challenges faced by the Iraqi Army. These programs
encompass a wide array of skills, including marksmanship, urban warfare,
counterinsurgency operations, and leadership development.

Additionally, advisers provide guidance in logistics, maintenance, and
sustainment operations to enhance the Iraqi Army's long-term self-sufficiency.
Close attention is also given to fostering a culture of integrity, respect for human
rights, and adherence to the rule of law.

The Impact of Advisers
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The work of Marine Corps advisers has had a profound impact on the capabilities
and professionalism of the Iraqi Army. Through the transfer of knowledge and
skills, the Iraqi soldiers have grown more confident and proficient, enabling them
to take greater responsibility for their nation's security.

The progress made by the Iraqi Army is evident in its successful campaigns
against various extremist groups. The adaptability and resilience of these soldiers
have become instrumental in countering terrorist threats and ensuring stability
within Iraq.

Their partnership with Marine Corps advisers has fostered a sense of pride and
camaraderie within the Iraqi Army, solidifying their commitment to protect their
homeland and uphold its values.

The Way Forward

As the fight against terrorism and insurgency continues, the role of Marine Corps
advisers remains critical. The ongoing presence and support of these advisers
are vital in sustaining the progress achieved by the Iraqi Army and reinforcing its
capacity to safeguard the country's security.

As the Marines continue to adapt and evolve their approach to training and
advising, their experiences in partnering with the Iraqi Army provide valuable
lessons for future missions. The bonds formed, lessons learned, and mutual
respect established serve as a testament to the enduring friendship between the
United States Marine Corps and the Iraqi Army.

Working as a Marine Corps adviser inside the Iraqi Army is a physically and
mentally demanding assignment. It requires resourcefulness, perseverance, and
cultural understanding. However, for those who embody the Marine Corps'



commitment to duty and service, this experience offers a unique opportunity to
make a lasting impact on the security, stability, and prosperity of a nation.
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In 2006, 1st Lt. Wesley Gray was deployed as a U.S. Marine Corps military
adviser to an Iraqi Army battalion in the Haditha Triad. For 210 days, he lived and
fought beside Iraqi soldiers in the most dangerous and austere province of
western Iraq. Al-Anbar was filled with an insurgent population traumatized by a
recent massacre of twenty-four men, women, and children shot at close range by
U.S. Marines in retaliation for the death of one of their comrades in a roadside
bombing. Despite the high tensions created by the shootings, Gray was able to
form a bond with the Iraqis because he had an edge that very few U.S. service
members possess -the ability to communicate in Iraqi Arabic. His language skills
and his understanding of the culture led the Iraqi soldiers to call him a brother and
fondly name him Jamal. By the end of his tour he was a legend within the Iraqi
Army. Gray draws on the brutally honest and detailed record he kept during his
tour, including extensive interviews with Iraqi soldiers and citizens. He offers a
comprehensive portrait of the struggles of the Iraqi people to make their country a
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nation once again and includes a compelling report on the status and prospects
of the U.S. government's strategy for success in Iraq.
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