
Libyan Air Wars Part 1986-1989: Africa War 22

When discussing the history of Libyan air wars, one cannot overlook the
significant events that unfolded between 1986 and 1989 during Africa War 22.
This period marked a crucial chapter in the ongoing conflicts that ravaged the
region. The Libyan Air Force, along with various international powers, played a
pivotal role in shaping the outcomes of these wars.
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The Background

The Libyan Air Wars during the 1980s were a result of escalating tensions
between Libya, under the rule of Muammar Gaddafi, and other regional powers.
Africa War 22 was a significant theater in this larger conflict, primarily involving
Libya and Chad.
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Since gaining independence in 1969, Gaddafi had sought to expand Libya's
influence and establish himself as a key player on the African continent. His
ambition for regional dominance collided with Chad's territorial claims and internal
power struggles.

Both countries engaged in multiple armed conflicts and proxy wars, with the
1986-1989 period being particularly intense. Libya's desire for territorial
expansion and Chad's resistance led to a series of air battles that reshaped the
dynamics of the region.

The Combatants
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The Libyan Air Force, under Gaddafi's command, possessed a formidable fleet of
military aircraft. Their arsenal included Soviet-supplied MiG-23s, MiG-25s, as well
as French Mirage F1s. These fighter jets were highly capable and allowed
Gaddafi to project power across the region.

On the other side, Chad's military, though significantly smaller and less well-
equipped, had the support of external powers such as France and the United
States. Through air support and weapons supply, these countries aimed to curb
Libya's expansionist aspirations and prevent the consolidation of Gaddafi's
power.

The Air Battles

During Africa War 22, numerous air battles took place between the Libyan Air
Force and Chadian forces. These clashes occurred not only within the skies but
also extended to ground operations. Both sides employed strategic bombing, air
superiority missions, and close air support to gain an advantage.

The fighting was intense and often chaotic, with intricate maneuvering and
individual acts of heroism on both sides. The skies above Libya and Chad
witnessed dogfights between expert pilots, each striving to outmaneuver the
opposition and gain control of the airspace.

Furthermore, these air battles saw the deployment of advanced air defense
systems, such as surface-to-air missiles and anti-aircraft artillery. Both sides
aimed to neutralize any airborne threats and protect their own assets.

Outcome and Significance

The Libyan Air Wars during 1986-1989 had a profound impact on the region.
While the conflicts did not bring an ultimate victory for either side, they drew



international attention and led to various diplomatic initiatives.

These prolonged air wars highlighted Libya's military capabilities and showcased
Gaddafi's willingness to engage in conflict to achieve his ambitions.
Simultaneously, they exposed the vulnerabilities of Chad's military and the need
for external support to protect its territorial integrity.

Furthermore, Africa War 22 demonstrated the involvement of external powers in
regional conflicts. The backing of France and the United States helped balance
the scales and prevent Libya from achieving complete dominance.

The Aftermath

Following the of Africa War 22, a relative stalemate ensued between Libya and
Chad. The conflicts became more sporadic, and both countries focused on
internal stability and regrouping.

For Gaddafi, these air wars served as a lesson in the limitations of his power and
territorial ambitions. On the other hand, Chad's military became more resilient,
thanks to the training and support received during the conflicts.

Over time, Libya's involvement in regional conflicts decreased, but the scars of
the air wars remained. The events of 1986-1989 continue to be studied, providing
valuable insights into the complex dynamics of power struggles in African
conflicts.

Immersing oneself in the history of the Libyan Air Wars during 1986-1989 is to
delve into a tumultuous period of conflicts, power struggles, and international
interventions. Africa War 22, with its numerous air battles and geopolitical
significance, serves as a microcosm of these larger events.



This chapter in the history of Libyan air wars offers valuable insights into the
strategies employed by conflicting parties, the impact of external support, and the
lasting ramifications of these conflicts. It reminds us of the complexities of
regional power plays and the multitude of factors at play.

As time goes on, it is crucial to remember and study these events, ensuring that
the lessons learned contribute to the prevention of future conflicts and the
promotion of peace and stability in the region.
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Confrontations between Libya, and the USA and France reached their highest
point in the period between April 1986 and early 1989. In response to a Libyan-
instigated and supported series of terror attacks against US citizens and interests
in Europe, in April 1986 the USA launched Operation El Dorado Canoyon – a
series of raids against carefully selected targets in Libya.
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Simultaneously, the USA and France bolstered the military of the Chadian
government, enabling it to subsequently launch an all-out advance against Libyan
troops and proxy forces in the north of Libya. This culminated in the series of
spectacular campaigns better known as ‘Toyota Wars’, characterized by high
speed of operations and surprise. The Chadian Army defeated its opponents in
1987 and nearly launched an invasion of Libya in 1988, successfully concluding
this conflict.

This title closes the Libyan Air Wars mini-series with a detailed insight into the
final US–Libyan confrontation, which took place in early 1989, and culminated in
another high-profile air combat between the most modern jet fighters of the
Libyan Arab Air Force, and the US Navy.

As usual, the volume is richly illustrated by well over 150 contemporary and
exclusive photographs, color profiles, and maps, detailing the history, training,
equipment, markings and tactics of the involved air forces.
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