
Learn How To Play a String Cigar Box Guitar
for Amazing Music Experiences!
Are you a music enthusiast looking for unique and unconventional instruments to
add to your collection? Look no further! There is something truly magical about
the string cigar box guitar that will captivate your musical senses. In this article,
we will explore the fascinating world of the string cigar box guitar and reveal the
secrets to playing this extraordinary instrument.

What is a String Cigar Box Guitar?
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The string cigar box guitar, also known as the CBG, is a handmade musical
instrument with humble origins. Traditionally, it consists of a wooden box (usually
an actual cigar box) serving as the body, a neck, and one or more strings.
Although it may seem simple in design, the string cigar box guitar unleashes a
rich and soulful sound that is full of raw emotion.
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Why Play a Cigar Box Guitar?

Playing a cigar box guitar offers a multitude of benefits that make it an appealing
choice for musicians of all levels. Here are three reasons why you should
consider picking up this remarkable instrument:

1. Accessibility: The string cigar box guitar is incredibly accessible, making it
perfect for beginners. Its simplicity allows for a quick learning curve, enabling
aspiring musicians to start playing music right away.

2. Versatility: Despite its modest appearance, the CBG allows for a wide range
of musical possibilities. From blues and folk to rock and country, this
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instrument can handle it all. Whether you want to perform on stage or simply
jam with friends, the string cigar box guitar is a versatile companion.

3. Creativity: The handmade nature of the cigar box guitar encourages
experimentation and customization. From choosing the type of wood for the
body to designing your own unique sound hole, the CBG gives you the
freedom to let your creativity run wild. It's not just an instrument; it's an
artistic expression.

Getting Started: How to Play the String Cigar Box Guitar

Now that you understand the appeal of the string cigar box guitar, let's dive into
the practicalities of playing this instrument. Follow these steps to get started:

Step 1: Tune Your CBG

The first step is to tune your cigar box guitar. The most common tuning is Open
G, which allows for easy chord playing. The Open G tuning is typically done by
tuning the strings to D, G, and B. However, feel free to experiment with different
tunings to find the sound that resonates with you.

Step 2: Learn Basic Chords

Once your CBG is in tune, start by learning some basic chords. The most
common chords used in various musical genres are G, C, and D. Practice
transitioning between these chords until you feel comfortable strumming them
smoothly.

Step 3: Explore Slide Techniques

The slide technique is one of the defining characteristics of the string cigar box
guitar. By placing a metal or glass slide on your finger and sliding it along the
neck, you can create intriguing melodies and achieve unique sounds. Experiment



with different slide placements and pressures to discover your signature slide
style.

Step 4: Incorporate Fingerpicking

Fingerpicking adds depth and complexity to your cigar box guitar playing. Start by
practicing basic fingerpicking patterns using your thumb, index, and middle
fingers. As you become more confident, challenge yourself with more intricate
patterns and melodies.

Step 5: Embrace Improvisation

Finally, embrace the art of improvisation. The string cigar box guitar is the perfect
instrument for expressing your emotions on the fly. Let your fingers explore the
fretboard and allow your creativity to guide your playing. Don't be afraid to
experiment with different styles and techniques – that's where the true beauty of
the CBG lies.

Congratulations! You are now equipped with the knowledge to embark on your
journey with the string cigar box guitar. Whether you are a beginner or an
experienced musician, this instrument offers endless opportunities for self-
expression and musical exploration. By following the steps outlined in this article,
you will be playing soul-stirring melodies and captivating audiences in no time.
So, grab your cigar box guitar, let your fingers dance on the strings, and immerse
yourself in a world of extraordinary music experiences!

Disclaimer: The content in this article is for informational purposes only and does
not constitute professional advice. Always consult a qualified music instructor or
reference material for proper guidance.
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Less Is More

Having only three strings to work with, the 3-String CBG might seem limited, but
its limitations are also its greatness! We need to make the most of what we have.
This means that we need to play each note with expression, and feeling. That's
what makes the music come alive!

In this book (together with 26 online video lessons) you will learn the basics of
right and left hand technique, chord construction, fingerpicking and slide playing.
You will also learn how to jam with other players and improvise on the blues!
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