
Japan's Secret War on North America's West
Coast: Amazing Stories
Japan's involvement in World War II is a well-documented chapter in history.
However, there are aspects of the conflict that remain hidden, particularly Japan's
secret war on North America's West Coast. In this article, we will delve into the
amazing stories of Japan's covert operations and their impact on the region.

The Threat from the East

During the early years of World War II, Japan launched a series of attacks on the
West Coast of North America. These attacks were carefully planned and
executed, often catching the American forces by surprise. One of the most
remarkable operations was the Japanese submarine-based reconnaissance
mission on the shores of Oregon.

Using their submarines, Japan was able to collect valuable information about the
West Coast's defenses, resources, and civilian population. This intelligence
proved to be crucial in their war strategy and allowed them to plan future attacks
with precision.
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The Fear of Invasion

As news of Japan's covert operations spread, panic and fear swept across the
West Coast. The possibility of a full-scale Japanese invasion seemed real, and
communities took drastic measures to protect themselves. Civilian defense
groups were formed, coastal areas were heavily fortified, and citizens underwent
rigorous evacuation drills.

One of the most fascinating stories from this period revolves around the infamous
Kiri Clan, a group of Japanese spies operating in San Francisco. Their mission
was to gather information about the city's defenses, sabotage key infrastructure,
and create a state of chaos. This group was eventually dismantled by the FBI, but
the extent of their impact remains shrouded in mystery.

The Battle in the Skies

While Japan's covert operations were primarily focused on land, they also
engaged in aerial battles over the West Coast. Japanese fighters targeted
American installations, factories, and even civilian areas. These air raids caused
widespread destruction and casualties, leaving a deep impact on the local
communities.

One remarkable episode was the bombing of an oil refinery in California. Japan's
pilots managed to reach their target with surprising accuracy, causing massive
explosions and fires. The incident highlighted the vulnerability of the West Coast
to Japan's aerial assaults.

The Legacy of Japan's Secret War
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Japan's secret war on North America's West Coast had far-reaching
consequences. It instilled a lingering sense of fear and insecurity among the local
population, and its impact can still be felt today. Measures were taken to
strengthen coastal defenses, and the scare prompted significant advancements
in intelligence gathering and military strategies.

Despite its significance, this chapter of history often goes untold or remains
overshadowed by other major events. However, by exploring these amazing
stories, we gain a deeper understanding of Japan's strategic objectives and the
reality faced by those living on the West Coast during World War II.

Japan's secret war on North America's West Coast is a captivating piece of
history that deserves recognition. From covert submarine missions to aerial
bombardments, the impact of Japan's operations can still be felt in the region
today. By investigating these amazing stories, we gain insight into a lesser-known
aspect of World War II and its significance in shaping military defense strategies
for future conflicts.
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On June 20, 1942, the lighthouse at Estevan Point on Vancouver Island was
shelled by the Japanese submarine I-26. It was the first enemy attack on
Canadian soil since the War of 1812. But this was only one incident in the
incredible and little-known Japanese campaign to terrorize North America’s west
coast and mount an invasion through the Aleutian Islands.

Enemy Offshore is a dramatic, comprehensive narrative of the events that
unfolded as Japan brought the Second World War to North American shores.
Submarines—Japan’s formidable I-boats—stalked the West Coast, attacking
ships and shore stations. A Japanese aircraft-carrier force attacked Alaska twice,
grabbing a footing in North America and launching a bloody conflict in the
Aleutians. The Japanese bombed an Oregon forest in an eccentric plan to start
mass fires and desperately launched thousands of bomb-laden balloons against
Canada and the United States.

Here are also the stories of ordinary citizens—fishermen, Natives and wilderness
warriors who allied with the military in the extraordinary but largely unknown war
on the West Coast.
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