
Investigative Commissions in Palestine:
Uncovering the Truth - Exclusive Report
When it comes to matters of conflict and injustice, seeking the truth becomes
essential for the progress of a society. In Palestine, various Investigative
Commissions have been instrumental in revealing hidden truths and shedding
light on the many incidents that have rocked the region. From uncovering war
crimes to exposing corruption, these commissions play a vital role in ensuring
accountability and justice.

Before delving into the specifics, it is important to understand the significance of
investigative commissions in any society. These bodies are responsible for
conducting impartial and independent investigations into alleged wrongdoing.
They are often appointed by the government or international bodies to gather
evidence, interview witnesses, and analyze complex situations to provide a
comprehensive report. With their findings, these commissions aim to influence
policy changes, bring about justice, and ultimately establish peace.

The Role of Investigative Commissions in Palestine

Palestine, a region marred by decades of conflict, has seen its fair share of
incidents where investigation becomes crucial. From the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict to internal disputes and human rights violations, the need for investigating
these incidents cannot be emphasized enough. Investigative commissions in
Palestine serve to:
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Uncover the truth behind war crimes and human rights abuses

Offer transparency and accountability in times of crisis

Bring justice to victims and their families

Reveal corruption and malpractice within institutions

Influence policy changes for a more peaceful and just society

Investigative Commissions: A Brief History

The history of investigative commissions in Palestine dates back several
decades. One of the most notable examples is the United Nations' 2009
Goldstone Report, which investigated war crimes and human rights violations
during the Gaza War. This influential report played a significant role in raising
international awareness of the conflict's brutality and led to demands for justice.

Another important commission was the 1969 Shuafat Refugee Camp
investigation, which brought to light the dire conditions and human rights abuses
faced by Palestinian refugees. This investigation helped initiate efforts to improve
living conditions and ensure basic rights for these marginalized communities.
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The Impact of Investigative Commissions in Palestine

Over the years, investigative commissions in Palestine have made a significant
impact on the region and beyond. They have been instrumental in exposing
corruption within institutions, holding individuals accountable for their actions, and
providing a platform for victims to share their experiences.

One noteworthy example is the Independent Commission for Human Rights
(ICHR),a Palestinian organization established in 1993. The ICHR has played a
crucial role in documenting human rights violations and providing legal support to
victims. Their work has significantly contributed to raising awareness about the
ongoing struggles faced by Palestinians both within and outside of Palestine.

Similarly, the Palestinian Independent Commission for the Accountability of
Judicial Personnel (PIC) has been successful in uncovering corruption and
malpractice within the judiciary system. By ensuring accountability and
transparency, the PIC has played a crucial role in building trust and faith in the
judicial system among Palestinians.

The Challenges Faced by Investigative Commissions

While investigative commissions in Palestine have achieved notable success,
they also face numerous challenges. Political pressures, limited resources, and
access restrictions hinder their ability to conduct thorough investigations. Many
commissions are also subject to criticism from various parties, often accusing
them of bias or manipulation.

Another key challenge is the constant threat to the safety of investigators. They
often face risks and intimidation while gathering evidence or interviewing
witnesses. The volatile situation in Palestine makes it crucial for authorities to



enhance security measures and ensure the protection of those involved in
investigative processes.

The Way Forward - Strengthening Investigative Commissions in
Palestine

Despite the challenges, the importance of investigative commissions cannot be
undermined. To strengthen their role in Palestine, several steps can be taken:

Securing adequate funding to ensure the independence and effectiveness of
commissions

Enhancing collaboration with international organizations to overcome
resource limitations

Investing in training and capacity-building programs for investigators to
enhance their skills and knowledge

Encouraging participatory approaches, involving local communities, and
ensuring transparency in investigation processes

Developing mechanisms to protect the safety and security of investigators
and witnesses

By implementing these measures, investigative commissions in Palestine can
play a more robust role in uncovering the truth, bringing justice, and fostering a
culture of transparency and accountability.

Investigative commissions in Palestine serve as vehicles for seeking truth, justice,
and accountability. Despite the challenges they face, these commissions have
made significant strides in uncovering hidden truths, exposing corruption, and
holding individuals accountable. By continuously strengthening their role and
addressing the obstacles they encounter, these commissions have the potential



to contribute towards a just and peaceful Palestine. The truth may be difficult to
uncover, but with the commitment of investigative commissions, justice will
prevail.
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This book offers a provocative retelling of Palestinian political history through an
examination of the international commissions that have investigated political
violence and human rights violations. More than twenty commissions have been
convened over the last century, yet no significant change has resulted from these
inquiries. The findings of the very first, the 1919 King-Crane Commission, were
suppressed. The Mitchell Committee, convened in the heat of the Second
Intifada, urged Palestinians to listen more sympathetically to the feelings of their
occupiers. And factfinders returning from a shell-shocked Gaza Strip in 2008
registered their horror at the scale of the destruction, but Gazans have continued
to live under a crippling blockade.

Drawing on debates in the press, previously unexamined UN reports, historical
archives, and ethnographic research, Lori Allen explores six key investigative
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commissions over the last century. She highlights how Palestinians' persistent
demands for independence have been routinely translated into the numb
language of reports and resolutions. These commissions, Allen argues, operating
as technologies of liberal global governance, yield no justice—only the
oppressive status quo. A History of False Hope issues a biting critique of the
captivating allure and cold impotence of international law.
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