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When discussing the complex relationship between the Middle East and the
Western powers during the 20th century, one cannot overlook the intriguing
connection between King Abdullah and the Zionist movement. This unlikely
alliance of strategic interests shaped the course of modern imperialism in the
region and left a lasting impact on the Arab-Israeli conflict.

King Abdullah, the founder of the modern state of Jordan, was a visionary leader
who recognized the importance of cultivating alliances with powerful actors
beyond the Arab world. In his pursuit of maintaining regional stability and
independence, he forged a strategic alliance with the Zionist movement, which
sought to establish a homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine.
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The Strategic Motivations

King Abdullah's decision to engage with the Zionist movement can be understood
within the broader context of imperial strategy. The aftermath of World War I
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brought about a transformation of the Middle East, with the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire opening doors for a new order to be established.

Recognizing the shift in power dynamics, King Abdullah saw the Zionist
movement as a potential ally in countering the influence of other regional powers,
such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The cooperation with the Zionists allowed King
Abdullah to strengthen his own position and secure the backing of Western
powers, particularly the United States and Britain, who saw the establishment of a
Jewish homeland in Palestine as a desirable outcome.

Collaboration with Zionists

The collaboration between King Abdullah and the Zionist movement took different
forms. In the late 1930s, during the British Mandate period, Abdullah engaged in
secret negotiations with prominent Zionist leaders, such as Chaim Weizmann and
David Ben-Gurion. These discussions focused on territorial partitioning and the
potential for Jewish immigration to Palestine.

King Abdullah's efforts culminated in the 1947 UN Partition Plan, which proposed
the establishment of separate Jewish and Arab states in Palestine. While the plan
was eventually met with resistance and led to a bloody conflict, with neighboring
Arab states opposing the creation of a Jewish state, King Abdullah's initial
support for the partition signaled his willingness to cooperate with the Zionist
movement.

Legacy and Impact

The alliance between King Abdullah and the Zionist movement had a profound
impact on the geopolitical landscape of the Middle East. It not only paved the way
for the establishment of the State of Israel but also laid the foundation for



Jordan's close ties with the Western powers. Furthermore, it ignited a deep sense
of betrayal among Palestinians who felt abandoned by their Arab counterparts.

King Abdullah's assassination in 1951 marked the end of an era and the
reconfiguration of alliances in the region. However, his approach to regional
diplomacy left a lasting legacy, with the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty of 1994
being a testament to the enduring influence of his imperial strategy.

The alliance between King Abdullah and the Zionist movement was born out of a
confluence of strategic interests. It represents a fascinating chapter in the annals
of imperial strategy and highlights the complex dynamics that shaped the modern
Middle East. While the fruits of this alliance were not without controversy and
repercussions, its historical significance remains undeniable.

King Abdullah's vision and his collaboration with the Zionist movement exemplify
the intricate web of alliances and betrayals that have defined the region's power
dynamics. Understanding this historical context is crucial for comprehending the
current state of affairs in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the broader challenges
faced by the Middle East today.
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In the wake of the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, it has often been
alleged, King Abdullah I of Jordan and the Zionist movements colluded to partition
Mandate Palestine between them, while Great Britain, the retreating imperial
power, gave them tacit approval to do so. Here, Tancred Bradshaw challenges
these allegations, looking at the complex and often strained relations between the
emerging states of Jordan, Israel and the at first hegemonic, and then crumbling,
British Empire. Using a wide range of primary sources which have previously
been largely ignored, 'Britain and Jordan' offers an essential re-examination of
the relationships which were to shape the Middle East as it is today. It thus
contains vital analysis for anyone involved in the study of the Middle East, its
politics and history, as well as the demise of Britain's empire in the region.
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