
How To Talk With Your Child About Gender
Consent And Empathy
Understanding gender, consent, and empathy is vital in today's society. As a
parent, it is your responsibility to ensure that your child grows up with the right
values and knowledge. Conversations about these topics can be challenging, but
with the right approach, you can instill important lessons and foster a respectful
and inclusive mindset. This article will guide you on how to effectively talk with
your child about gender, consent, and empathy.

Why It Matters

Before diving into the specifics, it is crucial to comprehend why discussing
gender, consent, and empathy is so important. Gender is no longer seen as a
binary concept, and children need to be aware of this diversity. By teaching them
about different gender identities and expressions, you can help create a more
accepting society.

Consent is another critical topic to address. Children must understand the
importance of establishing boundaries and never engaging in any form of non-
consensual behavior. By teaching them early on about consent, you empower
them to recognize and respect personal boundaries, fostering healthy
relationships.
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Empathy is a fundamental building block for social relationships. The ability to
understand and share the feelings of others leads to a more compassionate
world. By nurturing empathy in your child, you equip them with the tools to forge
meaningful connections and contribute positively to society.

Age-Appropriate Conversations

When talking to your child about gender, consent, and empathy, it is crucial to
tailor the conversation to their age. Young children may not fully understand
complex concepts or have the vocabulary to express themselves effectively. For
younger children, focus on simple explanations and use age-appropriate
language.

For example, when discussing gender, you can introduce the idea that boys and
girls can have different interests or play with different toys without ascribing
specific behaviors or roles to them. Reinforce the concept of equality and
acceptance by emphasizing that it is okay for individuals to express themselves in
ways that make them happy.

When discussing consent, teach younger children about personal boundaries and
the importance of asking for permission before hugging, touching, or borrowing
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someone else's belongings. Empowering them to have agency over their bodies
and respect the boundaries of others is essential from an early age.

As your child grows older, you can have more in-depth discussions about gender
identities and expressions, and the nuances of consent. Encourage them to ask
questions and engage in open dialogue, providing accurate information and
dispelling myths or stereotypes they may have encountered elsewhere.

Leading By Example

Parents play a crucial role in shaping their child's understanding of gender,
consent, and empathy. Leading by example is a powerful way to reinforce these
values. Show your child that you embrace diversity by valuing and respecting
individuals regardless of their gender identity, expression, or background.

Model consent by always asking for their permission before engaging in physical
affection and encourage them to do the same. Teach them about empathy by
demonstrating kindness and compassion towards others, and discussing the
emotions and feelings of others in everyday situations.

Additionally, it is important to create an environment where your child feels
comfortable discussing these topics. Encourage questions, actively listen to their
concerns, and provide an open and non-judgmental space for them to express
themselves. This will foster a deeper understanding and trust.

Seeking External Resources

Conversations about gender, consent, and empathy can sometimes be complex,
and it is normal to seek external resources to help guide these discussions.
Books, articles, and movies specifically designed for children can provide
valuable insights in a way that is relatable and easy to understand.



Engage in age-appropriate conversations while watching movies or reading
books that touch upon these topics. This way, you can spark discussions and
answer any questions your child may have. By incorporating different
perspectives into these conversations, you help broaden their understanding of
these concepts.

Creating a Lasting Impact

Talking with your child about gender, consent, and empathy is an ongoing
process. It is important to have regular check-ins and revisit these topics as your
child grows and encounters new situations. Reinforcing these values consistently
will help ensure that they internalize and apply these lessons in their everyday
lives.

Remember that every child is unique, and their understanding will develop at their
own pace. Be patient and continue to cultivate an environment where open
dialogue is encouraged. By doing so, you can play a profound role in helping
them become empathetic, respectful, and inclusive individuals.

Talking to your child about gender, consent, and empathy may seem daunting,
but it is crucial for their personal development and for building a more inclusive
society. Start the conversation early, tailor it to their age, lead by example, seek
external resources when needed, and create a lasting impact by revisiting these
topics regularly. By doing so, you are shaping the future generation into
compassionate individuals who embrace diversity, respect boundaries, and
promote empathy.
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“It's difficult to raise feminist boys when they're constantly barraged by
misogynistic messages. This timely manual will help parents understand what it
takes to model good behavior and set a positive example.”
—Booklist (starred review)

It's never too early to start talking to boys about gender, consent, and empathy. In
a world still steeped in gender inequality and sexual violence, it’s become more
and more clear that we can’t just teach girls to protect themselves. We must also
teach boys not to do harm.

As parents, we all want to raise kind and loving kids who will grow up to be
conscientious adults. But when you look closely at our society—especially at the
statistics surrounding rape, domestic violence, and sexual assault—it’s clear that
something needs to change. 

It’s time to teach our sons compassion and empathy. It’s time to show them that
it’s okay to cry, to laugh, to be angry, to be silly. It’s time to teach them to respect
girls, and not just the ones they think are pretty. It’s time to teach them that it’s not
okay to pick on the queer kids, the little kids, and the fat kids. It’s time to teach
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boys that it’s not okay to treat kids of color like second-class citizens. It’s time to
teach our boys how to be conscious citizens. But where do you begin?

Written by a clinical psychologist with expertise in modern families, Raising
Feminist Boys is a parent’s guide to having age appropriate conversations with
boys about sexual responsibility, consent, gender, empathy, and identity. You’ll
find an accessible framework that includes developmental considerations,
language, and clear tools for how to talk with your son about feminism without
shame, fear, or judgment.

We need to have honest and informative conversations with our sons about sex
and consent. We must show them how to recognize and question gender norms
and bias, both within the culture and, most importantly, within ourselves. Raising
Feminist Boys will give you the tools you need to get started.
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