Exploring Of Mice And Men: Classroom
Questions That Will Spark Discussion

OFr Mce and Men

Classroom Questions

When it comes to teaching literature in the classroom, finding engaging materials
that encourage thoughtful discussion can be a challenge. However, one timeless
novel that never fails to captivate students and ignite their imagination is John

Steinbeck's classic, "Of Mice And Men". In this article, we will delve into some
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thought-provoking questions that will enrich your classroom discussions and

allow your students to explore the deeper themes and meanings within the book.

1. How does Steinbeck portray the relationship between George and
Lennie?

The bond between George and Lennie serves as the core of the novel.
Discussing the dynamics and complexities of their friendship will give students
insights into themes like loyalty, sacrifice, and companionship. Encourage

students to provide evidence from the text to support their arguments.
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2. Explore the significance of the dream ranch in the lives of George
and Lennie.

The dream ranch represents hope and the pursuit of a better life for George and
Lennie. Discussing their aspirations, the obstacles they face, and the impact of
their dream falling apart will allow students to reflect on the human desire for a

brighter future.

3. Analyze the portrayal of loneliness in the novel.
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Loneliness and isolation are prominent themes in "Of Mice And Men". Encourage
students to delve into the experiences of characters like Crooks, Curley's wife,
and Candy. Discuss how Steinbeck portrays the different manifestations of

loneliness and its effects on individuals.

4. Discuss the role of discrimination in the story.

The novel depicts various forms of discrimination, including racism and sexism.
Prompt students to explore instances where characters face discrimination and
analyze how it shapes their lives. This discussion can lead to conversations

around equality, justice, and prejudice in society.

5. Examine the ethics of mercy killing as portrayed in the novel.

The controversial topic of mercy killing, or euthanasia, plays a crucial role in the
climax of the story. Guide students through a discussion on the moral implications

of George's decision and explore different perspectives on the topic.

6. Analyze the role and symbolism of animals in the novel.

Animals hold symbolic significance in "Of Mice And Men". From Lennie's
connection with mice to the fate of the ranch's dog, animals play a crucial role in

highlighting the themes of innocence, vulnerability, and the harsh realities of life.

7. Investigate the theme of the American Dream.

The American Dream, the idea that anyone can achieve success and happiness
through hard work, is recurrent in the novel. Engage students in a dialogue
analyzing the characters' aspirations and their disillusionment with the reality of

their dreams.

8. Discuss Steinbeck's portrayal of mental disabilities in the story.



With Lennie's intellectual disability, Steinbeck sheds light on the challenges and
stigmas surrounding mental disabilities during that era. Explore the portrayal of
Lennie's character and discuss how society viewed and treated individuals with

mental disabilities.

9. Examine the motif of power and dominance in the novel.

Power dynamics are crucial to the story. From the oppressive authority of Curley
to the hierarchy within the ranch, examine how power impacts the characters'

relationships and actions throughout the novel.

10. Explore the theme of fate and destiny in "Of Mice And Men".

The novel raises questions about the role of fate in shaping the characters' lives.
Encourage students to analyze instances in the story where characters are
trapped by their circumstances and discuss the concept of destiny versus

personal agency.

With these thought-provoking questions, your classroom discussions about "Of
Mice And Men" are bound to be engaging and enriching. Encourage your
students to think critically, support their arguments with textual evidence, and
allow them to explore the deeper themes and complexities of this timeless

masterpiece.

Suggested Reading: 10 Powerful Quotes from "Of Mice And Men"
That Will Leave You Reflecting

Remember to always create a safe and respectful environment for discussions on

sensitive topics in the classroom.
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Of Mice and Men Classroom Questions

Scene by Scene Classroom Questions are essential resources for teachers,
designed to save time and lead to rewarding classroom experiences. The guides
are broken down by scene or chapter to complement the text they accompany.
These guides provide a clear list of questions for every stage of teaching the text.
Classroom Questions guides contain both closed and open questions, exploring

student response, opinion and analysis.

- Closed comprehension questions check students’ understanding and ensure

students are on task.

+ Open higher order questions promote thinking and reflection.

Of Mice and Men Classroom Questions contains chapter summaries, points to
consider, and 123 questions divided by chapter, to keep students engaged and
actively thinking about John Steinbeck’s novel. Scene by Scene Classroom
Questions teaching guides keep students focused on the text and encourage

lively classroom discussions.
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Closed comprehension questions check students’ understanding and ensure

students are on task.

*Open higher order questions promote thinking and reflection.

Danny The Champion of the World Classroom Questions contains summaries of

each chapter of Roald Dahl‘s classic novel. There are also 284 questions, divided

by chapter, to keep students engaged and actively thinking about the novel.

Scene by Scene Classroom Questions teaching guides keep students focused on

the text and encourage lively classroom discussions.
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