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Unleashing the Genius behind Nazi Germany's
Tactics
Prominent figures from history often leave an indelible mark on the world, not only
through their actions but also through their ability to strategize and shape the
course of events. Erich Von Manstein, a distinguished German military officer,
emerged as one of the key architects behind Adolf Hitler's military campaigns
during World War II. His tactical prowess and strategic brilliance are now studied
and admired by military scholars worldwide.

The Early Years

Erich Von Manstein, born Fritz Erich Georg Eduard von Lewinski on November
24, 1887, in Berlin, Germany, hailed from an aristocratic family with a long-
standing military tradition. He joined the German Army during World War I, where
his exceptional leadership skills were soon recognized.

Following the end of World War I, Germany was in turmoil. The Treaty of
Versailles had severely restricted the country both economically and militarily.
However, it was during this tumultuous time that Erich Von Manstein's strategic
abilities began to shine brightly.
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Rise through the Ranks

Von Manstein's rise through the military ranks was swift and remarkable. He
played a pivotal role in the development of Germany's Blitzkrieg tactics, which
would later come to define Nazi Germany's military superiority. His innovation lay
in combining tanks, aircraft, and infantry in synchronized and devastating attacks
that overwhelmed the enemy and quickly captured vast amounts of territory.

The Battle of France in 1940 witnessed the implementation of these
groundbreaking tactics. Von Manstein's elaborately planned Manstein Plan
helped Germany quickly conquer France, leading to a swift victory and
establishing Nazi Germany as a formidable force.

The Eastern Front

Erich Von Manstein's most significant contributions came on the Eastern Front,
where he became the mastermind behind some of the Nazi regime's most
successful military operations.

When Germany launched Operation Barbarossa in 1941, Von Manstein devised
audacious and innovative plans that pushed the frontlines deep into Soviet
territory. His strategies combined speed, surprise, and deception, enabling
German forces to capture critical objectives across the vast Eastern Front.
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One of Von Manstein's most renowned achievements was the recapture of the
Crimean Peninsula in 1942. His unconventional approach and meticulous
planning resulted in the successful capture of Sevastopol, a vital Soviet
stronghold, which boosted German morale and inflicted a heavy blow to the
Soviet war effort.

The Battle of Kursk

The Battle of Kursk in 1943 showcased Von Manstein's strategic brilliance once
again. Recognizing the Soviets' imminent intention to launch a major offensive,
he proposed a daring counterattack codenamed Operation Citadel.

Despite being heavily outnumbered, Von Manstein's meticulous planning aimed
to exploit weaknesses in the Soviet defenses. Although the operation ultimately
failed to achieve its objectives, it showcased Von Manstein's audacity and ability
to challenge the Red Army and keep them on their toes.

A Controversial Figure

Erich Von Manstein's affiliation with the Nazi regime has made his military
achievements a subject of controversy. While he was never implicated in war
crimes, he was known to be a loyal and dedicated servant of Hitler. After the war,
he faced trial for his actions during the conflict but was eventually acquitted on
charges of war crimes.

However, regardless of his controversial past, Erich Von Manstein's military
genius is still recognized and studied today. Both his tactical innovations and
strategic brilliance set a benchmark for future military operations and continue to
influence military thinking around the world.

Legacy and Influence



Von Manstein's contributions to military strategy continue to influence modern
warfare. His Blitzkrieg tactics, refined through meticulous planning and innovative
thinking, became the cornerstone of numerous military doctrines worldwide. His
emphasis on mobility, combined arms, and surprise attacks laid the foundation for
modern military strategies.

While historians continue to assess and debate the extent of his culpability in the
Nazi regime's actions, there is no denying the impact Erich Von Manstein had on
the course of World War II. His relentless pursuit of victory and his strategic
brilliance exemplify the power of a master strategist.

Erich Von Manstein, an enigmatic figure in history, remains a highly controversial
character due to his association with the Nazi regime. However, his innovative
tactics and strategic brilliance cannot be denied. He played a crucial role in
shaping the course of World War II and left a lasting impact on modern military
strategic thinking. Regardless of our moral judgment, understanding Von
Manstein's contributions helps us comprehend the complexities of history and the
paradoxes of human nature.
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A selection of the Military Book Club: An “informative and objective” biography of
a genius commander and a study of his loyalty to the Nazi cause (Library
Journal).
 
To many close students of World War II, Erich von Manstein is considered the
greatest commander of the war, if not the entire twentieth century. He devised the
plan that conquered France in 1940 and led an infantry corps in that campaign. At
the head of a panzer corps, he reached the gates of Leningrad in 1941, then took
command of 11th Army and conquered Sevastopol and the Crimea. After
destroying another Soviet army in the north, he was given command of the ad
hoc Army Group Don to retrieve the German calamity at Stalingrad, whereupon
he launched a counteroffensive that, against all odds, restored the German front.
Afterward, he commanded Army Group South, nearly crushing the Soviets at
Kursk, and then skillfully resisted their relentless attacks as he traded territory for
coherence in the East.
 
Though an undoubtedly brilliant military leader—whose achievements,
considering the forces at his disposal, rivaled of Patton, Rommel, MacArthur, and
Montgomery—surprisingly little is known about Manstein himself, save for his
own memoir and the accolades of his contemporaries. In this book, we finally
have a full portrait of the man, including his campaigns, and an analysis of what
precisely kept a genius like Manstein harnessed to such a dark cause.
 
A great military figure, but a man who lacked a sharp political sense, Manstein
was very much representative of the Germano-Prussian military caste of his time.
Though Hitler was uneasy about the influence he’d gained throughout the
German Army, Manstein ultimately declined to join any clandestine plots against
his Führer, believing they would simply cause chaos, the one thing he abhorred.
Though he constantly opposed Hitler on operational details, he considered it a



point of loyalty to simply stand with the German state, in whatever form. Though
not bereft of personal opinions, his primary allegiances were, first, to Deutschland
and, second, to the soldiers under his command, who’d been committed against
an enemy many times their strength.
 
It is thus through Manstein that the attitudes of other high-ranking officers who
fought during the Second World War, particularly on the Eastern Front, can be
illuminated. This book is a “well-researched, convincingly reasoned analysis of a
general widely considered one of WWII’s great commanders” (Publishers
Weekly).
 
Includes photographs.
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