
Electoral Politics: Mass Action And The New
Socialist Movement In The United States
The United States has always been a breeding ground for political movements
and ideologies, and the current political climate is no exception. In recent years,
there has been a resurgence of interest in socialist ideals, with many Americans
embracing the concept of a more equitable society. This article explores the
intersecting dynamics of electoral politics, mass action, and the rise of the new
socialist movement in the United States.

The Role of Electoral Politics

Electoral politics plays a crucial role in shaping the political landscape of any
country. It is through elections that citizens elect representatives to make
decisions on their behalf. Traditionally, the United States has been dominated by
two major political parties, the Democrats and the Republicans. However, in
recent years, there has been a noticeable shift, with socialist candidates and
ideas gaining more traction.

One of the key factors behind this shift is disillusionment with the status quo.
Many Americans feel that the current political system is failing them, with rising
income inequality, unaffordable healthcare, and a lack of affordable housing. As a
result, they are turning to alternative candidates who promise to address these
issues and offer a more equitable society.
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The 2016 presidential election was a critical turning point in this trend, as Bernie
Sanders, a self-proclaimed democratic socialist, gained a significant following and
challenged the political establishment. While he ultimately lost the Democratic
nomination, his campaign energized a new generation of activists and set the
stage for the rise of the new socialist movement.

Mass Action and Grassroots Organizing

While electoral politics provides a platform for socialist candidates to amplify their
message, mass action and grassroots organizing are essential for building a
sustainable movement. Activists recognize that real change comes from the
bottom-up, through collective action and organizing within communities.

Mass action takes many forms, including protests, strikes, and demonstrations.
These actions bring attention to pressing social issues and put pressure on
political leaders to address them. In recent years, we have witnessed numerous
mass actions, such as the Women's March, the Black Lives Matter movement,
and the Fight for $15 campaign, which call for a living wage for workers.

Grassroots organizing complements mass action by building local infrastructure
and mobilizing communities. Socialist organizations, such as the Democratic
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Socialists of America (DSA),have seen a surge in membership and engagement.
They have focused on local races, supporting candidates who align with their
values and actively working towards socialist policies at the municipal level.

The Promise and Challenges

As the new socialist movement gains momentum, it faces both promise and
challenges. On one hand, it offers a fresh perspective on socio-economic issues
and proposes tangible solutions. Socialism advocates for policies such as
Medicare for All, affordable housing, and free college education, which resonate
with many Americans struggling under the weight of these challenges.

However, the new socialist movement also faces skepticism and resistance.
Critics argue that socialist policies are unrealistic and would lead to economic
instability. They caution against excessive government intervention and the
erosion of individual freedoms. Furthermore, overcoming the deeply ingrained
skepticism towards socialism in the United States, which historically associated it
with communism, presents a substantial obstacle.

The Path Forward

Despite the challenges, the new socialist movement continues to gain traction,
particularly among young Americans. They are disillusioned with the status quo,
and they see socialism as a viable alternative that addresses their concerns. To
continue its growth and make a lasting impact, the movement needs to build
coalitions, develop clear messaging, and actively engage with communities.

Electoral politics remains a critical vehicle for the new socialist movement to
achieve its goals. By electing socialist candidates and pushing for progressive
policies, activists believe they can effect real change at the national level.



However, they also recognize the importance of mass action and grassroots
organizing as essential components of a successful movement.

The convergence of electoral politics, mass action, and the rise of the new
socialist movement in the United States signals a shifting political landscape.
Americans are yearning for a more equitable society, and they are turning to
alternative candidates and ideologies. While the new socialist movement faces
challenges, it also presents an opportunity for transformative change. Through
continued mass action, grassroots organizing, and strategic electoral
engagement, the movement aims to shape the future of American politics and
society.
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In his latest book, veteran socialist writer Kim Moody masterfully analyzes the
political impasse which has shaped the rise of a new socialist movement in the
United States: recurring economic and political crises, sharp inequality, state
violence, and climate catastrophe proceed apace as the right ascends across the
world. Moody situates the historic electoral campaigns of Bernie Sanders,
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and other self-described “democratic socialists” and
the growth of organizations like the Democratic Socialists of America in this
context, and incisively assesses the revived movement's focus on electoral
strategies.

Offering an important account of left attempts to intervene in the American two-
party electoral system, Moody provides both a corrective and an alternative
orientation, arguing that the socialist movement should turn its attention toward a
politics of mass action, anti-racism, and independent, working-class activity.
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