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Policy-making plays a crucial role in shaping the society we live in. It has the
power to address societal problems, drive change, and improve the lives of
people worldwide. However, formulating effective policies is not a straightforward
task. Policymakers often face a myriad of challenges, ranging from ethical

dilemmas to practical implementation issues.

The Ethical Quandaries

When it comes to policy decisions, ethical considerations are inescapable.

Policymakers constantly grapple with dilemmas that require striking a balance
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between different stakeholders' interests. They must navigate a delicate path,

ensuring policies are fair, just, and equitable for all parties involved.
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For instance, in healthcare policy, the question arises: should policymakers
prioritize access to affordable healthcare for everyone, or should they focus on
cutting costs to ensure the system's sustainability? Balancing the needs of
patients, healthcare providers, and taxpayers is a daunting task that policymakers

must navigate.
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Table 1. Personal and Professional Ethics, Values, and Morals

Professional

Personal

Ethics

What relevant standards and expecta:
tions are outlined by my profession in its
Code of Ethics?

How do ethical principles conflict in this
case?

+  If ethical principles conflict, use an
ethical decision making process to
resolve.

Values

What relevant personal values apply in
this case and where did they originate?

What professional values are outlined in
the Code of Ethics and do any of them
apply in this case?

«  Ifthere is conflict between personal
and professional values, how can |
manage my personal values so that |
allow my professional ethics to guide
me?

Seek supervision, use self-reflection
and values clarification process.

Laws and Policy

Are there any legal obligations in this
case?

How do my agency’s policies direct me?

Are there any conflicts between my pro-
fession’s ethics and my legal obligations

Morals

How does my behavior affect my rela-
tionship with others?

What would | like to do and/or what

would | want done to me in a situation
like this?

or my agency’s policies? *  Distinguish between personal and
professional behavior and obliga-

*  Legal obligations usually supersede tions.
professional ethics.

*  Agency policies should not prevent
the ethical practice of social work.

Seek supervision in both cases.

The Implementation Conundrum

While policies may sound well-intentioned on paper, their successful
implementation is a different story altogether. Policymakers often encounter

practical challenges that hinder the effective execution of their proposals.

One common hurdle is the lack of financial resources. Policies require funding to

materialize, but policymakers often find themselves caught between competing
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priorities. Allocating sufficient resources to implement policies can become

increasingly difficult when there's limited funding available.

Another implementation challenge lies in bureaucratic systems. Policies often
need to navigate complex administrative processes and red tape, leading to
delays and inefficiencies. Policymakers must find ways to streamline these

systems to ensure the speedy and smooth implementation of their proposals.

BUREAUCRATIC “RED TAPE”

- Red Tape Definition

. comes from the ribbon used by civil
servants in Britain

' Describes the amount of hassle citizens
encounter when dealing with government

. L
Usually applied to government

- Includes the filling out of paperwork,
obtaining of licenses.

The Global Dimension

Policies today have a global reach, and this interconnectedness poses additional

challenges for policymakers. Collaborating and coordinating efforts between
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different countries and international organizations is crucial to address global

issues effectively.

Take climate change policy, for example. To combat this global threat, countries
need to work together in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, developing clean
energy sources, and implementing sustainable practices. However, different
nations have varying priorities, economic interests, and levels of development,

making international consensus a complex process.

Furthermore, policies designed in one country can have unintended
consequences abroad. Decisions made in powerful nations can impact weaker
economies or exacerbate existing global inequalities. Policymakers should
carefully consider the potential ripple effects of their policies to avoid unintended

adverse consequences.
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The Role of Stakeholder Engagement

A crucial aspect of effective policymaking lies in engaging stakeholders
throughout the process. This ensures that policies reflect the diverse needs and
perspectives of the people they seek to serve. However, engaging stakeholders

can be a challenging task in itself.

Policy discussions often involve multiple parties with conflicting interests and
perspectives. Policymakers must strive to create spaces for meaningful dialogue,
where stakeholders can voice their concerns, propose alternatives, and

contribute to informed decision-making.
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Furthermore, inclusivity remains a significant challenge. Various groups, such as
minority communities, may face barriers that restrict their participation in policy
discussions. Policymakers must actively address these barriers to ensure that all

voices are heard and represented in the policy-making process.
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The Path Forward

Addressing the complex issues surrounding policy-making requires a multi-

faceted approach. Policymakers must possess the necessary skills, knowledge,
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and ethical foundations to navigate the ever-changing landscape of societal

challenges.

Furthermore, collaboration, both domestically and internationally, is crucial.
Policymakers should seek innovative solutions through partnerships with diverse
stakeholders, harnessing the power of collective intelligence to develop inclusive

and sustainable policies.

At the same time, society must actively engage in the policy-making process.
Citizens play a vital role in holding policymakers accountable and influencing
policy outcomes. By staying informed, participating in public consultations, and
exercising their democratic rights, individuals can shape policies that align with

their vision of a better future.
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Policy-making is a complex and challenging process. Policymakers face ethical
dilemmas, practical implementation issues, global interdependencies, and
stakeholder engagement hurdles. Acknowledging these challenges and actively
working towards effective solutions is essential to shaping policies that truly

reflect the needs and aspirations of society.
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As we navigate an ever-changing world, it is crucial to continue exploring these
issues and seeking innovative ways to address them. By doing so, we can create
policies that drive positive change, foster inclusivity, and shape a better future for

generations to come.

Alt attribute for images: 1. A diverse group of people discussing policy issues. 2.
Policymakers discussing ethical dilemmas. 3. Bureaucratic red tape hindering
policy implementation. 4. Collaboration between countries for effective policy-

making. 5. Stakeholder engagement in policy-making. 6. A road leading to a

bright future.
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The UAE’s relatively open borders and economy have won praise from advocates
of expanded freedoms in the Middle East, but have also produced financial
excesses, social ills such as human trafficking, and opportunity for UAE-based
Iranian businesses to try to circumvent international sanctions. The social and
economic freedoms have not translated into significant political change; the UAE

government remains under the control of a small circle of leaders who allow


https://bookworm-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IndhSGRHVURDZHhZdE5QV1NlYXRPdU1NSlN2enJ0dnRvNTdrNVE0dm5KNitGXC8rMXUwc1NueFR0UXN5SjUwbUlMdkpSdHBiY1Y0RE5jZUVtbEkzXC9PdzhCUkNNbm1lRnhkNzJYRVpwckE1dWN5bkRCazFKRTFoYTlTZzlvdDNCN0ZXWE5lY2lnaldNcEVSbnJWeEY4OHFFNHlcLzFGcXNhUDdqK3BJdmxMcCtIdDZQUTRvK2tGbWZVV2doXC9hTWJqazciLCJpdiI6IjdmMjdkZjlkZWZmM2YzNWE5N2EyMmY3NjU0NTQyMzkyIiwicyI6ImUzZjYwZjhhN2U2ZmQ3YWYifQ%3D%3D
https://bookworm-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImhUSFFScEtpeWJvV01mVFp5Wng3VUEwY2lmVGJMZU9NQjVkNTJTYXoybVdaV0toU3gzNmNlcjNJTFwvZUs4Q3lhU2k2dWdsaHk3UmVhWVdOOFVFQllQR1VISDdzMm1Kc29XRmZMbUJkUGRrY2hpenZIc3R1eXVcL0xMSUdEUG1NT2JMSnNzaFErbXdmUkdTY3puTnFUMUpaOE5hMzdOaTBzUjU3ZnRvTlgySHdwOWo4cHRHbTB4NXFjVkJQNERKcHpLIiwiaXYiOiIyZTVmYWViNjBmMWVkZWNlYjUyZGEzMDg2NjIzZDBkZCIsInMiOiIyYmIzYzM2MzU0MGFhZjdiIn0%3D
https://bookworm-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InJ6K1BFK3BoS0dsakxSdElMNTRFY1praFZrZVNtUUJVZERMNHcxT01ZTVVpTGZZWWZrVk9zTVc4bnN4anVHeVdvMllySDVpTXhPcWlmUVAzTk81bmxNelBmdGsrXC9xWFRFWTJIZG0xRDFodUYxcFJYeHZhV3VHaUFaUWJiZ2Q4NHNBNWU5MFlmb1wvRDhNRzR2a0NPZklOb1ZWRk93RVJLRE9idzcxbW9CSFpnSTVCeTNDaHF5NzBuWWt6WmY2Z1wvUSIsIml2IjoiY2Y4NDYyZDBlM2FlM2E2ZGY3OTI5YTQyNDJiNWRjZjAiLCJzIjoiZDFkNjE1YjhlMjJlOTQyOCJ9

citizen participation primarily through traditional methods of consensus-building.
To date, these mechanisms, economic wealth, and reverence for established
leaders have enabled the UAE to avoid wide-scale popular unrest. Since 2006,
the government has increased formal popular participation in governance through
a public selection process for half the membership of its consultative body, the
Federal National Council (FNC). But, the leadership has resisted any dramatic or
rapid further opening of the political process and has suppressed Muslim
Brotherhood-linked Islamists and secular opposition activists, drawing criticism

from human rights groups.

Very few policy changes are anticipated should UAE President Shaykh Khalifa
bin Zayid Al Nuhayyan leave the scene unexpectedly. He suffered a stroke on
January 24, 2014, leaving his younger brother Shaykh Mohammad bin Zayid,

who already had substantial governing responsibilities, in charge.

The UAE has been a significant U.S. partner in Gulf security. A 1994 U.S.-UAE
defense cooperation agreement (DCA) provides for U.S. military use of several
UAE facilities, and about 5,000 U.S. military personnel are in the UAE at those
facilities. The UAE was the first Gulf state to order the most sophisticated missile
defense system sold by the United States, demonstrating its support for U.S.
efforts to assemble a regional missile defense network against Iran’s missile
force. The UAE has helped the United States weaken Iran economically by
implementing financial and economic sanctions against Iran, but the UAE has
also maintained trade and commercial ties with Iran in part to avoid antagonizing
that large neighbor. UAE-Iran trade, which includes the reexportation of U.S.
products to Iran, has sometimes led to leakage of U.S. and other advanced
technologies to Iran. The UAE has used a November 24, 2013, interim nuclear
agreement between Iran and the international community to try to resolve

outstanding disputes with Iran. Yet, suggesting continued wariness of Iranian



ambitions in the Gulf, the UAE has sought U.S. assurances that the Iran nuclear
negotiations will not cause the United States to reduce its commitment to the

security of the Gulf states.

On other foreign policy issues, the UAE has become increasingly assertive in
recent years. The UAE has deployed about 250 troops to Afghanistan since 2003
and pledges to keep some forces there after the existing international security
mission there ends in 2014. In 2011, it sent 500 police to help fellow Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) state Bahrain confront a major uprising by its Shiite
majority; UAE pilots flew combat missions against Muammar Qadhafi of Libya;
and the UAE joined the GCC diplomatic effort that brokered a political solution to
the unrest in Yemen. The UAE is financially backing armed rebels in Syria, and it
is giving substantial aid to the transitional government of Egypt that followed the
military ousting of President Mohammad Morsi, a Muslim Brotherhood leader.
The UAE and several other Gulf states have expressed concerns about Qatar’s
opposition to the Egyptian military’s crackdown against the Brotherhood. The
UAE also donates large amounts of international humanitarian and development
aid.
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